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INTERCHANGE SHUTS FOR RESURFACING AFTER JUST TWO YEARS 



QUESTIONS are being asked about why a 
bus and rail interchange which opened less 
than two years ago has already had to shut 
for road surface repairs. 

Passengers have been left frustrated at 
having to catch buses from temporary stops 
in Cradley Heath while the town’s inter¬ 
change is closed. Cones have been put up 
at the entrance to the Cradley Heath In¬ 
terchange on Forge Lane with resurfacing 
having been ongoing since last week. 

Disruption is expected to continue for an¬ 
other two weeks. 

Transport for West Midlands said a prob¬ 
lem had been identified with the surface 
of the car park and that most of the work 
had been scheduled over Easter to try and 


keep disruption to a minimum. But it has 
left some questioning why improvement 
work was needed so soon after the opening 
of the interchange in July 2015 - which saw 
Cradley Heath bus station undergo a major 
revamp. 

Ward councillor Anne Shackleton said: “I 
was taken aback when I read the suggestion 
that it needed resurfacing. 

Barriers 

“Clearly, for such a new venture it is hard 
to believe it needs resurfacing.” 

Phil Tonks posted a picture of the bus 
station, blocked off by barriers and cones, 
on Twitter and asked: “Why does Cradley 
Heath Interchange require resurfacing al¬ 


ready? And three weeks to do it?” Transport 
for West Midlands spokesman Mark Lang¬ 
ford said: “A problem was identified with 
the surface of the car park and is now being 
rectified. These are remedial works being 
carried out under warranty and there is no 
cost to the council taxpayer. 

“We apologise for any inconvenience but 
work has been co-ordinated so the majority 
of it will take place during the Easter break 
to minimise disruption to passengers.” 

The bus and rail station were brought 
together as part of the major £1.9 million 
scheme to create the interchange. 

Passenger information and waiting areas 
were improved as part of the work. 
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Jobs in jeopardy as 2 Sisters chiefs look to close plant 


FOOD GROUP IN 
CRUNCH TALKS 


URGENT talks have taken place between union bosses 
and management at the 2 Sisters Food Group amid fears 
that hundreds will lose their jobs. 

The food manufacturing giant currently employs 630 people at its Al¬ 
pha Business Park site on Bevan Way in Smethwick, but the company 
says it is considering closing the plant. On Monday, Unite represent¬ 
atives held a crunch meeting with chiefs at the 2 Sisters Food Group, 
which continued on into the afternoon. 


Ahead of their meeting, Unite national 
officer for food, Julia Long, described the 
announcement of the potential closure as 
‘devastating’. 

She said: “This is devastating news for 
the company’s workforce at the Smethwick 
site and their families. Unite will be offer¬ 
ing our members maximum support at this 
very worrying time. 

“Unite will study the implications of the 
announcement from the 2 Sisters Food 
Group and we will be strongly arguing the 
case to mitigate job losses thorough rede¬ 
ployment across the firm’s other opera¬ 
tions in the West Midlands.” 

Statement 

Ms Long confirmed that urgent talks 
would be taking place, during which they 
would be looking at the business case be¬ 
hind the announcement. We will be mak¬ 
ing a more detailed statement after we 
have held the talks with our reps and the 
picture is clearer,” she added. 

The company, which owns a number of 
food brands including Goodfella’s Pizza 
and Fox’s Biscuits, employs around 1,500 
in the West Midlands, supplies food to 
major supermarkets including Tesco and 
has plants in West Bromwich, Wolver¬ 
hampton and Smethwick. 


By Judith Hawkins 


A spokesman for the company said: “We 
can confirm we are consulting with col¬ 
leagues about a proposal to cease production 
at our poultry processing site in Smethwick 
and as a result the site could close. 

“The factory at Bevan Way, Alpha Busi¬ 
ness Park, is ageing and has significant 
challenges to meet the standards required 
by ourselves and our customers. 

“We do not take this decision lightly and 
fully understand the impact if this proposal 
goes ahead. This is why we will offer af¬ 
fected colleagues up to 200 roles currently 
at our West Midlands locations. 

“In addition, we will also seek redeploy¬ 
ment of colleagues to our other sites in the 
West Midlands and the wider group. 

“We are committed to our operations in 
the West Midlands and will work hard to 
ensure all possible options for colleagues 
are fully explored before any final decisions 
are made.” 

Last month more than 100 workers from 
the 2 Sisters Food Group demonstrated out¬ 
side Tesco in West Bromwich’s New Square 
shopping centre, after Unite’s acting na¬ 
tional officer hit out at the management. 


Hannah and Izzie to get busy 



Getting ready for the Junior European Open Agility Championships, 
is Hannah Thorp, with Izzie, a collie-cross miniature poodle 


A TALENTED 15-year-old 
will be competing in Lux¬ 
embourg with her canine 
friend at the Junior Europe¬ 
an Championships for dog 
agility. 

Hannah Thorp, from Tip- 
ton, and her two-year-old dog 
Izzie, started training three 
years ago but has now de¬ 
veloped to grade seven - the 
highest championship grade 
in dog agility. 

The RSA Academy pupil, 
who has scooped around 
50 awards so far, qualified 
for the Young Kennel Club 
Agility Team GB in October 
and is due to compete in the 
championships overseas in 
July. The youngster, who 
recently competed at Crufts 
and came fifth, trains at Fast 
Forward Dog Training which 
has training grounds on Wil- 
lenhall and Shareshill. 

Mother Lisa Thorp said: 
“I’m intensely proud of Han¬ 
nah. She’s done it all herself 
and spends a lot of time with 
Izzie, training her.” 

Hannah has had Izzie, a 
collie-cross miniature poodle, 
since she was a puppy. 

Anyone that wants to 
sponsor Hannah can contact 
lisathorp2008@aol.com. 


TRANSPORT 

Easter to see tram 
services cut back 

MIDLAND Metro users have been warned 
services to Birmingham city centre will be 
affected by engineering works over Easter. 

Trams will terminate at Bull Street be¬ 
tween Good Friday and Bank Holiday Mon¬ 
day and will not call at Corporation Street 
and Grand Central for New Street station. 

Transport chiefs said services will oper¬ 
ate at the usual frequency but with some 
slight changes to departure times. How¬ 
ever Bank Holiday Monday will see an ‘en¬ 
hanced’ Sunday service, with trams every 
10 minutes. 

The normal timetable will resume from 
start of service on April 18. 

The works are being carried out on be¬ 
half of Transport for West Midlands. 

CRIME 

Police in warning 
on bogus callers 

A WARNING has been issued about 
bogus callers operating in the West 
Bromwich area. It follows a report that 
a suspect called at an address stating 
that they were there to look at work re¬ 
garding redecoration to the inside of 
the property, but this male did not have 
any form of ID. 

Following the incident it has also 
been confirmed by Sandwell Council 
that there is no such work taking place. 

Residents are being advised to al¬ 
ways ask for ID and if none is provided 
by the caller to not let them into homes 
and to call police on 101, or 999 in an 
emergency. 

MAYOR 

Special guest to 
visit town library 

STAFF, friends and volunteers will cele¬ 
brate the birthday of William Shakespeare 
and Saint George’s Day at a Black Country 
library. The event will take place at Tipton 
Library on Saturday, April 22 from 10.30am 
until 12.30pm. 

The Mayor of Sandwell will be in attend¬ 
ance and there is a special performance 
by the Tipton Community Choir at 11am. 
There will also be face painting and crafts 
for children and a toy sale. The event is 
free to attend. For more information, call 
0121 557 1796. 
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Tobacco smuggler jailed for 10 years 



Hall was jailed for 10 years 


A BLACK Country man who was caught 
with more than 10kg of illegal tobacco 
has been jailed for 10 years. 

Tobacco smuggler Phillip William 
Hall, aged 56, had previously been jailed 
for similar offences and is now back be¬ 
hind bars after police caught up with 
him again. He was stopped by officers 
in February 2015 and was found with 
the haul of tobacco and around £4,400 
in cash. 

Class B drugs and more cash was 
discovered during further searches of 
Hall’s home in Walsall Street, Wednes- 
bury. He had been released from prison 


on licence only six months earlier in Au¬ 
gust 2014 after being sentenced to five 
years in prison for importing illicit to¬ 
bacco in 2011, following an investigation 
by HMRC. 

Paul Fisher, assistant director at HM- 
RC’s Fraud Investigation, said: “As a 
convicted tobacco smuggler, Hall knew 
that if he offended again he would re¬ 
turn to prison, but he thought he could 
evade detection - he was wrong. 

“Tobacco smuggling does not pay, you 
will be caught and pay the price. Dis¬ 
rupting criminal trade is at the heart of 
our strategy to clampdown on the illicit 


tobacco market, which costs the UK 
around £2 billion a year. 

“This is theft from the taxpayer and 
undermines legitimate traders through 
unregulated tobacco sales. We encour¬ 
age anyone with information about the 
illegal sale of tobacco to contact the 
HMRC Fraud Hotline on 0800 788 887.” 

Hall pleaded guilty to failing to com¬ 
ply with a Serious Crime Prevention 
Order on March 28. 

He was also found guilty of attempt¬ 
ing to produce a controlled Class B drug 
and possessing a class B drug with in¬ 
tent. 


Victim's father: Ban 
killer drivers for life 


THE father of a young woman 
who was killed by a reckless 
motorist racing at 10Omph has 
launched a campaign for a new 
law banning those convicted 
of causing death by dangerous 
driving from the roads for life. 

Gerard McManus says drivers found 
to have caused somebody’s death 
should never be allowed to get behind 
the wheel again. 

His daughter Rebecca McManus, of Old¬ 
bury, was waiting at a bus stop when a 
Mitsubishi lost control and drove into her. 

The 21-year-old was just weeks away 
from graduating from university when she 
died. Her friend Harriet Barnsley suffered 
life-changing injuries. Rebecca’s father 
has launched a petition calling for stricter 
laws which has been signed by almost 700 
people in less than a week. It needs 10,000 
names to be debated in Parliament. 

Convicted 

Sukvinder Mannan, 34, from Halesowen, 
who was at the wheel of the Mitsubishi 
Evolution, was jailed for eight years and 
banned from the road for 10 years after 
being convicted of causing Rebecca’s death 
on Hagley Road West, Bearwood, in May 
2014. He had been racing at lOlmph in a 
40mph zone. 

Mr McManus, 53, said: “It wasn’t just a 
momentary lapse of concentration and he 
took his eye off the road. He will serve four 
years of an eight-year sentence, he will get 
his liberty back, probably take up employ¬ 
ment but I don’t think he should ever be 
allowed to get behind the wheel of a car 
again. We all enjoy driving and he should 
not have that privilege again.” 

Mr McManus said: 

“Families who have to go through losing 
somebody in a fatal collision - it stays with 
them for the rest of their lives.” 

Mannan’s court hearing was told how 
he weaved through traffic on the busy Bir¬ 
mingham New Road at up to 80mph as he 
and another man raced in scenes which 
were compared to Hollywood blockbuster 
The Fast and The Furious, careered into 
a bus lane where he struck Rebecca and 
Harriet. 

The petition can be viewed at www.peti- 
tion. parliament .uk/petitions/191856 


Generous Ben’s charity shirt deal 



Foster with shirts he has swapped with Premier League stars, which he hopes will raise charity cash 


SHIRTS worn by the Premier 
League’s top scorer, last season’s 
player of the year and arguably the 
best goalkeeper in the country are 
to be auctioned off by Albion star 
Ben Foster for charity. 

Fans will be able to bid for the 
shirts of some of the Premier 
League’s biggest stars as part of a 
fundraising drive for Care Leukae¬ 
mia. 

They include Everton striker 
Romelu Lukaku, currently the Pre¬ 
mier League’s top scorer, Manches¬ 
ter United shot stopper David de 
Gea and Leicester City’s title-win¬ 


ner and footballer of the year Riyad 
Mahrez. Albion keeper Foster has 
collected the shirts from his Pre¬ 
mier League rivals and the auction 
will be his latest fundraising effort 
for the charity. 

Foster has also helped raised 
funds for youngster Bradley 
Lowery, whose battle with neu¬ 
roblastoma and friendship with 
Sunderland hero Jermain Defoe 
has captured the hearts of the na¬ 
tion. 

Bidding has now ended on De¬ 
foe’s shirt, and half of the proceeds 
from the sale will go to his the fam¬ 


ily’s charity. Spanish goalkeeper de 
Gea has signed his shirt. Anyone 
who gives £10 to Foster’s JustGiv- 
ing crowdfunding page could be in 
with a chance of winning it. 

Auctions for the shirts of Lukaku 
and Mahrez went live on eBay on 
Thursday. Two more will then be 
available every Thursday for the 
rest of the season. 

Foster said: “I really hope these 
shirts can raise significant funds 
for Care Leukaemia. We sometimes 
forget, as footballers, how much 
fans value these shirts.” 
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Paedophile 
Clarke, 101, 
loses appeal 
on sentence 

A 101-YEAR-OLD paedophile, thought 
to be the oldest person ever to be con¬ 
victed in British legal history, has lost an 
appeal against his prison sentence. 

Ralph Clarke, of Holly Lane, Erding- 
ton, was jailed for 
13 years for child 
abuse at the city’s 
crown court in De¬ 
cember. The former 
RAF man and HGV 
driver had been 
found guilty of 21 
sex offences and ad¬ 
mitted nine others. 

But he appealed 
to top judges, 
claiming his ‘ex¬ 
treme old age’ should have resulted in a 
considerably shorter sentence. 

Senior judges returned to the Court 
of Appeal in London and upheld the 13- 
year stretch. 

Lady Justice Hallett said there are fa¬ 
cilities in jails for old inmates and that 
Clarke himself was treating it as a ‘new 
experience’. Although Clarke has health 
difficulties, he was living independently 
prior to his sentencing and travelled to 
court on public transport each day for 
his trial unaided. 

Prison officers said they were sur¬ 
prised at how well and quickly he had 
integrated with other cons, she said. 
“He is relatively sprightly for his age,” 
she added. Explaining that he had made 
matters worse for himself by pleading 
not guilty to all the offences, taking a 
‘defiant attitude’ and fighting his case 
in a trial. That meant his sentence was 
longer than it might otherwise have 
been. 

“Having regard to the circumstances 
of this offending and what we know 
about this offender’s age and condition, 

Appeal to catch 
would-be robber 

A CCTV image has been released in 
connection to an attempted robbery at a 
greeting card shop in the Black Country. 

The appeal issued by police comes 
after a man claimed 
he had a weapon 
and demanded to 
be given cash on 
walking into the 
Hallmark card and 
gift shop in Great 
Bridge, Tipton. 

However, despite 
his threats, the 
man fled the store 
empty-handed 
after staff instead 
informed him that they would be calling 
the police. The attempted robbery took 
place at around 2.45pm on April 3. 

Now officers are asking the public for 
their help in order to identify a man cap¬ 
tured on the shop’s CCTV while he was 
standing at the till. 

Witnesses or anyone with information 
is asked to call Sandwell police on 101. 
The crime number that should be quoted 
during the call is 20SW/68537W/17. 



The CCTV image 



Ralph Clarke 
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Albion fans 
told to back 
transplant 
lists fight 

BAGGIES fans have been urged to 
blow the whistle on organ transplant 
waiting lists, after the club linked 
up with health chiefs for a new cam¬ 
paign. 

NHS Blood and Transplant has 
teamed up with 45 clubs across the 
country - including Albion - in the 
push to raise awareness of organ do¬ 
nation. 

The Sign for Life campaign urges 
supporters to think about donating 
organs and to be inspired by their club 
to join NHS Organ Donor Register. 

There are currently around 6,500 
people waiting for a transplant across 
the UK, including 23 people in West 
Bromwich. 

On average three people die every 
day in the UK because of the shortage 
of organs available. 

One organ donor can save or trans¬ 
form the lives of up to nine people. 
The goal is to get more fans, their 
families and friends signed by the 
NHS Organ Donor Register and talk¬ 
ing about organ donation. 

If more families agreed to donate 
their loved one’s organs, more lives 
could also be saved. 

There are already more than 34,000 
people on the NHS Organ Donor Reg¬ 
ister in West Bromwich. NHS Blood 
and Transplant has joined forces with 
The Baggies to increase this number 
by asking their 12th man to help rel¬ 
egate deaths in need of a transplant. 

Fans can join the NHS Organ 
Donor Register at www.organdona- 
tion.nhs.uk/signforlife or by calling 
0300 123 23 23. 


Children taught 
lesson on safety 

PUPILS in Smethwick were treated 
to a valuable lesson in health and 
safety from home builder Country¬ 
side, which is building 167 new homes 
at its Galton Lock development. 

With the Easter holidays fast ap¬ 
proaching, Countryside paid a visit 
to Galton Valley Primary School, on 
Brasshouse Lane, to educate the pu¬ 
pils about the potential dangers of a 
live building site through the use of 
props, demonstrations and a Q&A 
session. 

Galton Valley Primary School is the 
nearest school to the development on 
Mafeking Road. Head Sarah O’Boyle, 
said: “It was great to see the children 
interacting in the Q&A session. It’s 
important that they know the dangers 
of construction sites.” 

Facelift for bus 
station toilets 

TOILETS at West Bromwich bus sta¬ 
tion will be refurbished. Bosses say an 
upgrade is needed to improve facili¬ 
ties for thousands who use the station 
every week. It is hoped the work will 
take place over the next 12 months. 


Orange alert, with room for nostalgia 



Alex Howell and Catherine Melnik 


BE transported back in time at a new 
retro exhibition celebrating the fash¬ 
ion and furnishings of the 1950s, 60s 
and 70s. 

As part of their nostalgia project, 
Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery 
have created a living room, kitchen 
and bedroom decked out in retro 
style, complete with eye-catching or¬ 
ange wallpaper. 

The iconic fashions of the period 
are celebrated in displays of various 
outfits, while music and technology 
from the era are also featured in the 
exhibition including a TV, phone 


and record player. Many of the items 
have been lovingly kept and donated 
by members of the public following 
an appeal, with one even offering up 
their wedding dress to be admired by 
others. 

The exhibition spaces are also set to 
provide a regular venue for groups to 
visit and reminisce. 

Sandwell Council arts officer Alex 
Howell said that elevenses groups 
had got under way, running every 
Tuesday. He added: “Members of the 
public will be able to come along to 
have conversations together about the 


past. I think it is really important to 
have exhibitions like this, especially 
with the increasing awareness of 
mental health conditions, dementia 
and Alzheimer’s. Doing something 
like this can help support those going 
through it and stir up old memories.” 

Alex is also excited about future 
plans for the ongoing nostalgia pro¬ 
ject, including a ‘Summer of Love’ 
festival. 

The museum and art gallery is 
open for free from 11am to 4pm on 
Wednesday and Thursday, and from 
2pm to 5pm on Saturdays. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Young fish fryer 
finishes third 

A YOUNG fish and chip shop manag¬ 
er came within touching distance of 
winning a prestigious competition. 

Our Plaice, in Hagley, was delighted 
that their manager James Houlston, 
aged 22, secured third place in the 
Drywite Young Fish Frier of the Year 
competition. 

After making the top three, Sajid 
Javid, Bromsgrove MP and Secretary 
of State for Communities and Local 
Government, visited the fish and chip 
shop to present James with his certif¬ 
icate, after he showcased his talents 
during a rigorous judging process. 

Lib Dem candidate 
in call for changes 

THE Lib Dem candidate for West 
Midlands Mayor has urged voters to 
sweep aside the two-party system and 
embrace her agenda of radical change. 

Launching her manifesto, Beverley 
Nielsen said it was time for the West 
Midlands to become a ‘self-made’ re¬ 
gion that builds on its proud industrial 
heritage. “We must also invest in our 
small and medium-sized businesses, 
in our people and in our communities, 
and deliver shared growth across the 
region,” she said. 

She takes on five other mayoral can¬ 
didates at the election on May 4. 

Players seeking 
acting talent 

A THEATRE group has resched¬ 
uled its latest play. All Saints Play¬ 
ers, which holds shows at All Saints 
Church, West Bromwich, was due to 
stage Neighbourhood Watch in May. 

But the performance has been 
moved to November due to cast work 
commitments. The group is also on 
the look out for new actors to join up. 
Anybody interested can call chairman 
Paul Bailey on 0121588 2647 or 07800 
550720 or visit group rehearsals, on 
Tuesdays at the church, 7.30-10pm. 

Next stage reached 
for park restoration 

A MULTI-MILLION pound revamp 
at West Smethwick Park has reached 
the next stage with the submission of 
a planning application. 

The proposed restoration and im¬ 
provements of the park and its his¬ 
toric structures is expected to cost in 
the region of £5,557,000. 

Improvements planned include to 
the park’s entrance, and a new band¬ 
stand. The James Chance Memorial 
and the memorial to two airmen 
whose plane crashed in the park in 
1944 will also be restored. 

Well-versed visitor 

A CELEBRATED poet and author 
will talk about his life at a library, 
during a special appearance later to¬ 
day, Thursday. 

Simon Fletcher, from Tipton, will 
be at Tipton library from 10.30am 
until 12pm. Admission is free. For 
more information, call 0121 557 1796. 


Hospital in overspend 
of £lOm on agency staff 


SANDWELL Hospital overspent a 
massive £10 million on agency staff 
over the last 10 months, breaching 
a NHS target. 

The hospital has struggled with nursing 
vacancies and was forced to turn to tem¬ 
porary workers to keep the wards staffed. 

Now a report on the Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust’s financial situ¬ 
ation has revealed that it has hugely overspent 
on agency staff and states that this is ‘outside 
acceptable levels’. 

The finance report which was presented to 
the trust’s board members this month, states: 
“Agency use is a concern; exceeding cap by 
£10.6m and plan by £7.4m.” 

The report continues: “The trust continues 
to exceed the national agency rate caps.” 

In total the trust has revealed it spent £21.3 
million on agency workers between April 2016 
and February 2017. 

These caps have been set by NHS Improve¬ 
ment in a bid to reduce spending on agency 
workers, but hospital trusts have struggled to 
meet these due to a national shortage of qual¬ 
ified staff. 

Positions 

According to NHS improvement guidelines, 
trusts can only override these caps, setting the 
amount a trust can pay per hour for an agency 
worker ‘in exceptional patient safety circum¬ 
stances only’. 

Last week the Chronicle’s sister paper, the 
Express & Star, also revealed that there were 
more than 200 nursing positions available at 
Sandwell Hospital in February, although roles 
are now beginning to be filled. 

A recruitment drive means that the trust 
expects over 150 of the vacancies to be filled 
by September, including 72 students who have 
been offered roles. 

A jobs fair also saw another 36 positions 
taken up. 

Nevertheless there will still be around 60 
nursing vacancies come the autumn. 

Toby Lewis, chief executive, said: “Reducing 
the amount we spend on temporary staff is a 
key priority. 

“Our recent recruitment activity is helping 
to fill vacancies and we are also cutting out 
the use of high cost agencies and changing the 
rates we pay for bank shifts to be more in line 
with neighbouring trusts.” 


Clocking on for changes at church 



Rev Katryn Leclezio, right, with, from left, Christine Adshead, Paul Millward and Simon Davies at the church 


A CRADLEY church is set to be 
given a new lease of life, thanks 
to a clock and organ parts donat¬ 
ed by a neighbouring place of wor¬ 
ship. Renovations at St Peter’s in 
Cradley have been made possible 
thanks to the kind gifts from St 
Luke’s Reddal Hill, which is being 
demolished. 

However the tower clock has 
been salvaged, as has the organ 
blower and fan which St Peter’s 
has been without since theirs 
broke in 2011. Instead those at¬ 
tending services have had to make 
do with a keyboard, but Reverend 
Katryn Leclezio is excited that 
this is set to change, although 
quite an tricky operation is re¬ 


quired in order for the replace¬ 
ment 250kg organ blower and fan 
to be installed. 

In addition, the salvaged clock 
needs some repair work to its 
glass, and as well as being lifted 
into place, the church hopes it can 
be linked with the current ring of 
eight bells so that it chimes at the 
correct times, and that it will be 
illuminated at night. 

In order to cover the cost of the 
work, the church has launched 
a Crowdfunding campaign. “We 
are appealing to the many people 
who live locally to help us raise 
the money to restore this piece 
of our heritage,” says Rev Katryn 
Leclezio. 


James Brooks, St Peter’s organ¬ 
ist, has been the key mover behind 
the rescue of the clock. When he 
visited St Luke’s to negotiate the 
salvaging of the organ blower and 
fan, he noticed the clock and sug¬ 
gested rescuing it, 

St Peter’s are now looking for a 
local firm to help restore, install 
and illuminate the clock. All offers 
of help will be gratefully received 
in order to give St Luke’s clock a 
new life on St Peter’s iconic tower. 

They also need at least £7,000 
to refurbish the 1933 Compton 
Pipe Organ. The crowdfunding 
page will launch on Easter Sun¬ 
day, via www.crowdfunder.co.uk/ 
compton-organ-refurbishment 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 

© Family business established over 28 years © We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 

© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 

© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design and even decoratin 9 

to your requirements ® AN rubbish removed at tha and ° f tha P r °ject 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, © Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we © NICEIC Registered electricians 
are here to help and advise what is right for you Quality products at realistic prices 


We project manage from start to finish 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


idEaLHomEcarE 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


OPENING TIMES: 


The Home Improvement Specialist Telephone: 0121 588 5737 Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Vigilance urged 
on dumped waste 

FARMERS, landowners, businesses, 
and members of the public in the West 
Midlands are being asked to be more 
vigilant after a number of incidents 
where large amounts of processed or 
baled waste has been dumped. 

Over the last 12 months the En¬ 
vironment Agency in the West Mid¬ 
lands has seen an increase of illegally 
dumped waste on public and private 
land. Anyone with information on ille¬ 
gal waste activities, can log onto www. 
crimestoppers-uk.org or call 0800 555 
111 or via the Environment Agency 
Incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60. 

Time to help 
birds and bees 

BARRATT Homes, in partnership 
with the RSPB, is encouraging res¬ 
idents of new homes in the Black 
Country to put a spring in the step of 
local wildlife this season. 

The homebuilders have teamed up 
with the RSPB to give customers five 
top tips to create a home for wildlife in 
their garden this spring and do their 
bit for British wildlife. 

They include opening a bee B&B, 
creating a mini pond and looking after 
butterflies. For step-by-step guides to 
each of activity, visit www.rspb.org. 
uk/homes. 

Primary choice: 
£53k premium 

PARENTS in the West Midlands face 
paying a premium of almost £53,000 
to live near a primary school rated as 
outstanding, research has found. 

Those in the region are paying the 
highest ‘primary school premium’ to 
live in an admission area of a school 
that is rated by Ofsted as outstanding, 
compared with living near a school 
that requires improvement. 

The research combines house ask¬ 
ing price figures, from website Right- 
move, with data provided by 192.com. 

Marling the darling 
of city folk event 

FOLK singer-songwriter Laura Mar¬ 
ling will be one of the headliners at 
one of Birmingham’s main music fes¬ 
tivals. She is playing on the Sunday 
night of the Moseley Folk Festival. 

This year’s event takes place in Mo¬ 
seley Park from September 1 to 3. 

The Friday night headliner is Amy 
McDonald with The Magic Numbers 
second on the bill. Saturday’s line-up 
is headed by Argentinian-Swedish 
indie folk singer-songwriter and gui¬ 
tarist Jose Gonzalez. 

Singer to be indie pub 

FORMER Inspiral Carpets singer 
Tom Hingley is to play a solo acoustic 
concert in Wolverhampton. 

He will be appearing at The Ne- 
whampton Inn in Riches Street on 
April 21 with tickets priced £7. Tom 
featured on many of the band’s chart 
hits including This Is How It Feels. 


Councils told they can share part 
of £500m to help with road repairs 


AS public uproar over the state of our roads con¬ 
tinues, councils in the Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire have been reminded they can bid for a share 
of almost £500 million to deal with repairs. 

The pot of cash is being made available by the 
Department of Transport to help fill potholes and 
make other road repairs. 

It is hoped the funding, which will be for schemes 
across England from 2018 to 2020, will also help 
tackle congestion. 

Transport Minister Andrew Jones said: “We are 
investing record amounts on our roads - spending 
more than £23 billion on providing better journeys 
for motorists. We are also committing a further 
£1.3 billion up to 2020 to cut congestion and pro¬ 
vide important upgrades to ensure our roads are fit 
for the future.” 


Meanwhile a major roadworks scheme lasting 
18 months has been announced to improve a busy 
section of the A449, which is a gateway into Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

Changes will be made to the road between Junc¬ 
tion 2 of the M54, at Fordhouses, and Springfield 
Lane. Residents and businesses in the area will be 
consulted on the details of the scheme before it gets 
underway in September. 

Council bosses say they will seek to minimise dis¬ 
ruption while the works are carried out. 

The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wol¬ 
verhampton Business Park, and the Junction 2 
employment area. The scheme is expected to be 
funded by the Black Country Local Enterprise 
Partnership ‘Local Growth Fund’. A drop-in ses¬ 
sion to see more details and discuss the scheme will 


be held on April 18, at St James Church, Taunton 
Avenue, Fordhouses between 2pm and 8pm. For 
further information or to send a comment call the 
council on 01902 551155 or email transport.strat- 
egy@wolverhampton.gov.uk. 

Finally, roadworks on a stretch of the M6 have 
been completed in time for the Easter getaway. 

Highways England said the work to repair dam¬ 
aged concrete and waterproofing material at Junc¬ 
tion 7 for Great Barr had ended ahead of schedule 
thanks to the use of a new rapid-setting concrete. 

An army of 38 repair specialists worked some 
9,723 hours overnight and weekends. But it will 
be short relief for regular users of Midlands mo¬ 
torways with an 18-month scheme between Junc¬ 
tions 1 and 2 on the M5 due to get under way after 
Easter. 


it's that sinking feeling 


•top of m 

2HE POTS 

THE Chronicle’s mission to 
highlight the worst potholes 
in our region is off to a flying 
start with readers flagging up 
some real road horrors. 

Last week we featured many 
pictures and reports of potholes 
sent in by readers from areas such 
as Cannock, Wolverhampton, 
Kingswinford and Bloxwich. 

Today we can reveal more pot- 
hole-plagued hotspots endured by mo¬ 
torists every day. 

Michelle Adkins highlighted the 
problems around the busy Hill Top is¬ 
land in Hednesford. This picture, top 
left, shows just one of a string of sim¬ 
ilar potholes which have to be tackled 
at the island where the Rugeley Road 
and East Cannock Road meet. 

Horrendous 

The mother-of-one said: “It’s a real 
bone-shaker. The whole island and the 
roads around it are covered in holes of 
varying depths. It looks more like a 
track than a main A-road in parts. 

“I can’t believe that main roads are 
allowed to get in this terrible state and 
then are just left. 

“This island is next to two schools 
and a garage as well as being the road 
to Rugeley. There is so much traffic on 
it and cars are bouncing in and out of 
horrendous holes.” 

The island is less than two miles 
from the notorious Five Ways Island in 
Heath Hayes which itself has received 
38 reports to the county council about 
the condition of the road. 

Both islands were recently pointed 
out to Staffordshire County Council 
highways chiefs by Cannock Chase MP 
Amanda Milling who was ‘assured that 
both are scheduled for work’. 

Rachel Jenkins also shared her pic¬ 
ture with us on Twitter of a damaged 
car. She said: “This happened in 2013 
in Cat and Kittens Lane, Feather- 




Colin Woodward of Hednesford had Just one of many in Heath Street 
to replace a tyre costing over £116 and Blewitt Street, Hednesford 




stone, and the pothole is still there 
now.” 

Tithebarn Road in Rugeley, WS15 
2QW is particularly bad, says Mr S 
Davies, with a huge deep pothole 
right in the centre of the road and 
several others in the road too. 

“It is like being on a dirt track as 
we drive along there, and only four 
weeks ago, the front suspension 
spring snapped on our car, which cost 
us almost £200 to have repaired.” 

“There is also another deep pot¬ 
hole in the middle of Fortescue Lane, 
just round the corner from Tithebarn 
Road.” 

The A499 between Kingswinford 
and Kinver has a number of potholes. 


The worst are just before the junc¬ 
tion with Lawnswood Road and after 
the traffic lights at the Stewponey, 
says reader C Nash. 

“Both potholes have been reported 
to South Staffordshire Council but to 
date no repair work has been done. 
They have been classed as non ur¬ 
gent but the size and depth of them 
would suggest that they are a signif¬ 
icant health and safety risk particu¬ 
larly to those on bicycles.” 

Cohn Woodward said he had con¬ 
tacted MP Amanda Milling about the 
state of the roads in Hednesford. 

He has had to replace a tyre cost¬ 
ing more than £116, due to hitting a 
pothole in the dark. And Craig Win- 



This one in Hednesford with phone 
to give idea of the depth 

ter from Rugeley sent in a picture of 
a bad pothole in Bardy Lane, Long- 
don which he hit last week and had 
to buy a new tyre. 

The Chronicle wants to identify 
the top 10 pothole blackspots in the 
region to flag up to our councils and 
we need your help. 

If you know of any pothole-ridden 
routes or deep holes please let us 
know. You can email details of the 
road, preferably with a picture, your 
name and any comments you would 
like to make to Sue.Attwater@ex- 
pressandstar.co.uk or drop us a line 
at Editorial, The Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 
1ES. 


Vehicles for 
council are 
involved in 
100 crashes 

COUNCIL vehicles were involved in 
more than 100 crashes in Sandwell 
during the last two years, it has been 
revealed. 

Four people were hurt as Sandwell 
Council workers had a crash every 
week on average. Figures released 
under the Freedom of Information 
Act showed there had been dozens of 
bumps. There were 54 collisions in 
2015/16 and another 52 in 2016/17. 

Cars and vans involved were from 
a range of council departments, in¬ 
cluding children’s services, adults’ 
services and neighbourhoods. 

Incidents included crashes with 
other vehicles and stationary objects. 

The most serious incidents came on 
Bromford Road, West Bromwich, Hal- 
lam Street, West Bromwich, the slip 
road onto the A41 and off the Oldbury 
Ringway which resulted in injuries. 

There were collisions on other major 
roads, including the M6, Birmingham 
New Road and Wolverhampton Road. 
However, no-one was hurt in the vast 
majority of the crashes. 

All the incidents logged in the data 
resulted in claims for damage caused, 
though not all against the authority. 

Sandwell Council said its workers 
were not at fault for all of the crashes. 

The figures went up to the end of 
January 2017 and showed there had 
already been five incidents in the 
first month of the year. They were in 
Lower City Road, Tividale, the A41 
junction with the M5 slip road, Coxs 
Lane, Cradley Heath, Batmans Hill 
Road, Tipton and McKean Road, Old¬ 
bury. 

Fly-tipper jailed 
for eight months 

A MAN who collected residents’ 
waste for cash has been jailed for 
eight months after admitting to nine 
fly-tipping offences. Nadim Ali, aged 
46, of Warwick Road in Sparkhill, Bir¬ 
mingham, pleaded guilty at Birming¬ 
ham Magistrates Court. 

Ah pleaded guilty to one offence 
under the Environmental Protection 
Act 1990 at an earlier hearing on 
December 21 and eight further of¬ 
fences at court on March 31. He was 
sentenced to three months in prison 
for the first six offences consecutive 
to five months for the next three of¬ 
fences. 

Birmingham City Council brought 
the prosecution after a distinctive 54- 
plate VW camper van, registered to 
Ah, had been used to dump waste at 
several locations last year. 

Frank Carter to 
rattle and roll 

ENGLISH rockers Frank Carter and 
The Rattlesnakes will be playing a gig 
in Birmingham in December. 

The group’s tour of the UK to sup¬ 
port new album Modern Ruin will will 
be stopping off at the 02 Institute in 
Digbeth on December 2. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


Sandwell 

* age uk 


Advice Sessions 

Age UK Sandwell will be at the following 
locations every other week from November 2016 
Call our office for details 


Thimblemill Library 

Monday 9.30am-1.00pm 
Thimblemill Road, Smethwick, B67 5RJ 

Glebefields Library 

Tuesday - 9.30am - 1.00pm 
St Marks Road, Tipton, DY4 OSZ 

Wednesbury Library 

Wednesday- 9.30am-1.00pm 
Walsall Street, Wednesbury, WS109EH 

Langley Library 

Monday 2.00pm - 5.00pm 
Barrs Street, Oldbury, B68 8QT 


Blackheath Library 

Wednesday - 2.00pm -5.00pm 

145 High Street, Blackheath, Rowley Regis, B65 OEA 

The Wesley Community Centre 

Thursday -1.00pm- 3.00pm 
High Street, West Bromwich 

Information and advice available for anyone aged 50+ including 
benefit checks and access to Warm Home Discount project 


For more information call 


01213144526 

or visit www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 


Registered charity number 1080517 
IDBB0S380 09/15 






































5 


Brum chief's 
delight as 
tourists for 
year at 39m 

RECORD numbers of people flocked 
to Birmingham last year as tourist 
numbers rose to 39 million and the 
amount of money they brought in 
to the local economy hit an all-time 
high of £6.5 milli on. It is estimated 
that tourism and the so-called ‘visitor 
economy’ now supports 70,365 full¬ 
time jobs in and around the city. 

The figures have been released by 
Marketing Birmingham’s research 
arm the Regional Observatory and 
tourism research body Global Tour¬ 
ism Solutions (GTS). 

The visitor numbers are up 2.5 per 
cent on 2015 - a landmark year that 
saw more than £1 billion invested in 
Birmingham city centre. The region 
has pulled in increasing numbers of 
tourists from key target markets in¬ 
cluding India, the US and the Neth¬ 
erlands. But the big spenders were 
visitors from China, calculated to 
have generated the highest amount of 
expenditure per head. 

Councillor John Clancy, leader of 
Birmingham City Council, said: “Bir¬ 
mingham’s record visitor figures are 
ample proof of the growing appeal 
of its vibrant arts and culture scene, 
superb restaurants and unbeatable 
retail offer. The city continues to at¬ 
tract visitors from across the globe, 
and this in turn is boosting both the 
Birmingham and regional economy.” 

Another 15 hotels are in the plan¬ 
ning stage or currently under con¬ 
struction, including a new Holiday 
Inn Express set to open this month 
and the Grand Hotel which opens 
next year. 

Homes scheme 
is withdrawn 

PLANS to demolish a pub and build 
more than 20 homes in its place have 
been withdrawn. A planning applica¬ 
tion had been submitted to Walsall 
Council in May 2016 that would have 
seen the Sneyd Inn on Vernon Way, 
Bloxwich, torn down, with 21 homes 
then built where it once stood. 

However, the plans have now been 
withdrawn by Malvern Homes. 

The pub was put up for sale in 2015, 
however no interest had been regis¬ 
tered in purchasing the site until this 
application was submitted. 

A statement attached to the origi¬ 
nal application reads: “The Sneyd is 
disadvantaged by being located in a 
poor trading position with no pass¬ 
ing trade. The redevelopment of the 
Sneyd would result in no loss of public 
amenity.” 

Crafty sessions 
for St George 

ST George’s Day crafts are on offer 
for youngsters next week. 

Children visiting the Manor House 
Museum in West Bromwich can have 
a go at making hats, flags and bunting 
on April 22, from 11am and 3pm. 


Couple die within minutes of each other 



Love story - Vera and Wilf Russell 


A COUPLE from Sandwell, married 
for 71 years, died within just four 
minutes of each other. Wilf Russell, 
aged 93, died at 6.50am and, remark¬ 
ably, his wife Vera, 91, passed away at 
6.54am three miles away in hospital. 

The couple, who lived in West Bro¬ 
mwich, married in 1945 and were 
described as ‘inseparable’. The great- 
great grandparents were childhood 
sweethearts. Relatives said they had 
only been apart for a short time dur¬ 
ing Mr Russell’s service with the RAF 
during the Second World War. 

Retired engineer Mr Russell died at 


a care home last Wednesday and had 
been suffering with dementia. 

His wife followed in hospital - be¬ 
fore nurses could break the news. 

Former cake shop worker Mrs 
Russell, had been at Leicester Royal 
Infirmary since January after fail¬ 
ing to recover from an infection. 
Granddaughter Stephanie Welch, 
44, said Mrs Russell was ‘heartbro¬ 
ken’ at seeing her husband’s health 
deteriorating and that he no longer 
recognised her. She said: “I went to 
visit her and she opened her eyes 
and asked me where Wilf was. The 


last thing she said to me was ‘we’re 
a right pair, aren’t we?’. I think she 
was waiting for him to go. She was 
broken-hearted.” The devoted couple 
were just 18 and 16 when they met, 
marrying on September 5, 1945, just 
days after the end of the war. 

They went on to have three sons, 
five grandchildren, seven great-grand¬ 
children and two great-great grand¬ 
children. Asked what kept them 
together for so long, Mrs Welsh said: 
“Vera very much spoke for them as 
a couple and Wilf went along with 
whatever she said.” 


£240k jewellery heist 
decoy gets 10-years jail 


A MEMBER of a gang that carried 
out a £240,000 robbery on a jewel¬ 
lers has been jailed for 10 years. 

Steven Griffiths, of Tippity Green, 
Rowley Regis, acted as a decoy for three 
armed robbers who raided SK Jewellers, 
on High Street, on December 31, 2016. 

They then targeted Jai 
Jewellers in Cape Hill, 
Smethwick, on February 
10 this year. Griffiths, 
aged 36, pleaded guilty at 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court to robbery in rela¬ 
tion to the SK Jewellers 
raid. He also admitted a 
charge of attempted rob¬ 
bery regarding Jai Jew¬ 
ellers. 

On each occasion, Grif¬ 
fiths gained access to the 
shops by dressing smartly and requesting ac¬ 
cess via a buzzer. At SK Jewellers, he held the 
security door open while three men armed with 
hammers and axes went in, smashing glass cab¬ 
inets and taking £240,000 worth of jewellery 
before the panic alarm was triggered. That 
filled the room with smoke as the gang escaped. 

They tried to do the same at Jai Jewellers, 
however, the plan was scuppered due to the 
shop having two security doors. While Griffiths 
held the second open, the first closed, mean¬ 
ing the armed robbers,had to break through 
the door. None of the armed robbery gang has 
been caught, except for Griffiths, who had 84 
previous offences to his name. 

Griffiths was pushed by the shop’s 
quick-thinking owner into the gap between the 
two doors, before being locked into that space 
while the others escaped in a getaway car. He 
remained trapped until police arrived. 

Mr David Bennett, prosecuting, said the rob¬ 
beries were, “professional efforts that caused 
serious damage both financially and psycholog¬ 
ically to the owners of the shops. The defend¬ 
ant was not armed in either instance but he 
clearly had a part to play. There were children 
present on each occasion.” 

Mr Lewis Perry, defending, said that Grif¬ 
fiths had a long-standing problem with heroin 
and the robbers had taken advantage of this. 

Judge John Wait sentenced Griffiths to 10 
years for each offence, to run concurrently. 

He said: “You have a long criminal history, 
with 84 offences to your name.” 



Steven Griffiths 


Baggies art scores for trader Robert 



Robert Geoghegan with one of his paintings, outside the famous Jeff Astle gates at The Hawthorns 


AN artist has turned to West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion and the club’s he¬ 
roes to form the basis of his new 
work. Robert Geoghegan, aged 
56, from Moseley, Birmingham, 
has painted pictures all over the 
Midlands. 

But now the market stall trader 
has turned to the likes of Jeff 
Astle and Bryan Robson for his 
latest work. The football-keen 
painter has released three boing- 
ing images relating to the Baggies, 


including the iconic Jeff Astle 
gates. The other two pictures 
show the Tony Brown statue and 
club legends Jeff Astle, John Wile 
and Bryan Robson. 

He said: “I have done paint¬ 
ings of Blues and of the Villa, but 
I found when I would sell them 
from my market is that a lot of Al¬ 
bion fans were asking me where 
their pictures were. So I decided 
to paint the three, all of which are 
quite different.” 


Alongside his three Albion 
paintings, Mr Geoghegan has 
also painted five related to Villa 
and five to Blues. He has also not 
ruled out turning to Wolves in the 
future as well. 

As well as popping up at mar¬ 
kets all over Birmingham, includ¬ 
ing the city’s famous Christmas 
market, Mr Geoghegan also sells 
his paintings from his website, 
which can be found at www.rob- 
spaintings.com 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Primary school's 
extension on way 

A MAJOR extension at a primary 
school to create more than 200 school 
places has been given the go-ahead by 
council planners. Victoria Park Pri¬ 
mary School in Smethwick wants to 
build seven new classrooms to become 
a three-form entry. 

Two new teaching blocks will also be 
added to the school on Ballot Street, 
after plans were given the green light 
by Sandwell Council. The bold move 
would mean the school would have 
three classes per year group. It cur¬ 
rently has around 450 pupils. Some 
79 car parking spaces will be created. 

Firm opening on 
old Carcraft site 

A CAR sales giant which has taken 
over the former Carcraft site will open 
its doors next week. Trade Centre 
UK has created 200 jobs on Darlast- 
on Road, Wednesbury, and will have 
1,500 used cars on display. 

The company snapped up the 13- 
acre former Carcraft site which has 
been left empty since its collapse in 
2015. It opened yesterday, Wednesday 
ahead of the Easter weekend. 

Chief executive Andy Coulthurst 
said: “We’re so excited to be finally 
opening our doors to customers in the 
West Midlands.” 

Car boots back 
for weekends 

A REGULAR Sunday car boot and 
market has returned to the West Bro¬ 
mwich Street car park in Oldbury. 

Car boot pitches are £5, with 
charges of £10 for a car and trailer 
and £15 for a van. To book call 07471 
037138. 

The market is on every Sunday of 
the year and is open to car hooters and 
traders from 6am until 2pm. 

For more details go to www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/oldburysundaymar- 
ket 

Quiz night raises 
hundreds for hospice 

QUIZGOERS in Cheslyn Hay helped 
to raise more than £750 for St Giles 
Hospice, Walsall - and the figure could 
be doubled. 

More than 20 teams took part in the 
general knowledge test at Hawkins 
Sports & Social Club, Coppice Lane. 
The Quizzly Bears won. A sum of 
£770.95 was raised, with a raffle, Play 
Your Cards Right and stand-up bingo 
adding to the pot. The amount could 
be match-funded by Barclays, poten¬ 
tially adding up to £1541.90. 

Refuge cash boost 

NEARLY £600 was raised at a quiz in 
aid of a Wolverhampton refuge. 

The Wolverhampton Law Society 
and Walsall Law Association annual 
quiz, this year on a pop theme, raised 
£598 for The Haven. 

Close to 30 teams took part at the 
Village Hotel, Walsall. 




GOLL PRICES THE 
HIGHEST IN YEARS 

9ct Gold £11.50 
18ct Gold £23.00 
22ct Gold £28.11 
Full Sovereign £227 
Full Kruggerand £965 


15 Market Place, Wednesbury WSIO 7AY 

* Tel: 0121 556 6868 

[& www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 

(price as of 11.4.17) 


BARGAIN PRICES ON 
CONSERVATORIES 
& ORANGERIES 
TO SUIT YOUR BUDGET 

Add an extra dimension to 
your home with a stunning 
conservatory or orangery. 
Affordable luxury can be 
yours. 

Contact us now for 
I your quotation. Written 
quotations on request. 

Tel: 01902 917095 • 07884 187830 


(I 


Prestige Windows, Doors and 
FENSA Conservatories Ltd. 

Registered Company Unit 3 Romney House Industrial Estate, Wolverhampton 
Street, Darlaston WS10 8UB 


ADDITIONAL OFFER: 

Now is the time to buy quality windows at AFFORDABLE PRICES!! 

6 Flat PVCu Windows at Only £1,200 5 sided Bays 
from ONLY £800 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


10p fora 
carrier bag 
- that’s not 
a bargain 

OKAY, since October 2015 larger retailers 
have been obliged to charge 5p for carri¬ 
er bags. One of David Cameron’s madder 
“green” ideas I would suggest. But still, 
you can’t blame the shops for it, can you? 

But in that case, why is one major re¬ 
tailer charging customers lOp for each 
bag, double that dictated by govern¬ 
ment? Home Bargains, I would love an 
explanation. 

□ □□ 

OF course, charging for carrier bags 
is not an entirely new concept. You will 
probably remember that back in the 80s, 
Kwik Save used to charge for the bags, 
but there was never any pretence that it 
was about environmentalism. The argu¬ 
ment was that by keeping costs down, 
Kwik Save could offer lower prices, and 
give customers a choice about whether 
they needed bags. 

More importantly, Kwik Save also of¬ 
fered customers a selection of used 
cardboard boxes, free of charge. That’s 
what I call a green policy. And when you 
moved house, you could always go into 
Kwik Save for a tube of peppermints, 
and walk out with a giant box to put your 
belongings in. Why don’t today’s super¬ 
markets do the same? The other week I 
saw a member of staff in one of the big 
four who was stamping on these perfect¬ 
ly usable box to throw them away. Which 
doesn’t seem very green at all. 

□ □□ 

OF course, infuriating though it is, the 
carrier bag nonsense pales into insignif¬ 
icance compared to the lunacy of gov¬ 
ernment attempts to tell us what cars 
to drive. Back at the turn of the century, 
Gordon Brown was telling us to all buy 
diesels, offering tax incentives to make 
the switch. Still kept the limo for himself, 
just like they all do, but diesel was defi¬ 
nitely the way forward. 

Then, in 2009, it was decided that 
this was not enough, and the scrappage 
scheme was introduced. I hate scrap- 
page, for two reasons. Firstly, because 
of the stupid ungrammatical name. Since 
when has scrappage been a word? In the 
hate stakes, it’s right up there with sig¬ 
nage, stakeholder and train station. 

But secondly, I hate the destructive 
side of it, the way more than 500 old 
Jaguars and 100 old Porsches were 
needlessly destroyed just because the 
politicians thought we should drive diesel 
hatchbacks. I even feel a tinge of sadness 
at the lost Austin Maestros and Lada Ri¬ 
vas. Surely if they had survived this long, 
they warranted a little more respect. 

Anyway, almost a decade later, scrap- 
page is back on the agenda. Diesel is 
now public enemy number one, and the 
Government is reportedly considering us¬ 
ing taxpayers’ money to persuade people 
to scrap the dirty cars that a few years 
ago politicians were telling us to buy. Per¬ 
haps it might be an idea to scrap a few of 
the meddling politicians instead? 


Muggers just making money without doing any work 



Mary Berry feast but would hubby Paul 
prefer a bucket of KFC? 



Doctor Who companion Pearl Mackie ticks Voters must decide if they want to keep this 
so many politically-correct boxes serial defector Douglas Carswell 


Desperate? No way, 
just plain wicked 


BEING mugged is traumatic and our hearts 
go out to Jeremy Corbyn’s 23-year-old son 
Tommy whose mobile phone was snatched by 
a thief on a moped. But I doubt if many share 
Tommy’s view that “I’m sure the guy who did 
it was more desperate than bad.” Behold, the 
enduring woolly-left belief that all crime is the 
result of society’s inequalities or government 
policy and all criminals are to be pitied. The 
truth is that some people are plain wicked. 

BY coincidence, as Tommy Corbyn was em¬ 
pathising with his mugger, two other motor¬ 
bike-riding phone thieves were being jailed in 
London. They had snatched 18 mobiles in a sin¬ 
gle day. Using the Corbyn analysis, they were 
presumably 18 times more desperate than Tom¬ 
my’s attacker and 18 times more to be pitied. 
Or maybe they were just a pair of thugs out to 
make money without doing any work. 

DOCTOR Who’s new companion Pearl Mack¬ 
ie will be a mixed-race lesbian who calls herself 
Bill. Rarely in the history of drama has one char¬ 
acter ticked so many politically-correct boxes. 
Curiously, we are also told to expect a return 
of some of the Doctor’s scariest enemies, the 
Cybermen. Surely in these enlightened times 
that should be Cyberpersons. Or Cyberfolk? Or 
plain Cybers? 

I WROTE recently about “the British Isles.” A 
reader says this term is no longer politically cor¬ 
rect. My apologies. I was referring, of course, to 
the British/Irish Atlantic archipelago. That really 
trips off the tongue, doesn’t it? 

CELEBRATING her golden wedding, Mary 
Berry prepared a perfect banquet of perfect 
plump king prawns, perfectly pink lamb and a 
perfect cream cake glazed with mirror-perfect 
chocolate icing. It was all so relentlessly perfect. 
I found myself hoping to see her hubby Paul 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


hiding in his shed with a bucket of KFC. 

AS the food industry comes under yet more 
pressure to reduce sugar levels, I am reminded 
of that childhood treat of yore, the well-buttered 
banana-and-sugar sandwich. It was even better 
without the banana, wasn’t it? 

A TEAM of British scientists has created a 
sieve capable of turning sea water into fresh 
drinking water. Based on the wonder material 
graphene, the sieve will undergo trials to see 
how effective it is. Already, there is talk of an 
end to worldwide droughts, prosperity for the 
developing world and deserts turned into lush, 
blooming breadbaskets, consigning famine to 
history. However, some of us of a certain age 
will be thinking: Tomorrow’s World. Remember 
it? It was the BBC science series, launched in 
1965, which introduced viewers to a succession 
of breakthroughs and inventions which were al¬ 
legedly going to transform the planet. Maybe 
some did but the abiding memory is of Tomor¬ 
row’s World being a sort of Sargasso Sea from 
which bright ideas never reappeared. Moral: 
some concepts simply never make it from theo¬ 
ry to practice. Today, a dazzling British invention 
is poised to transform our planet. Again. 

BLAME human nature. If you offer people 
£300 a day to do nothing, they will take it. I 
doubt if anyone is surprised at the latest report 
showing some members of the House of Lords 
are filling their pockets simply by turning up for 
a few minutes. The Lords is too big, too lazy and 
far too undemocratic but it is also the ultimate 


old codgers’ luxury club for MPs on the way 
out. They all have a vested interest, not only in 
keeping the Lords but expanding it, as we pay 
the bills. Ironic, isn’t it, that in the bad old days 
when the undemocratic House of Lords was full 
of hereditary, unelected peers, it commanded 
far more respect than it does today? 

IN some academic circles, the use of terms 
such as “man up” and “forefathers” is seen 
as sexist and threatening, and students can 
be penalised for using them in essays which 
count toward their degrees. A document from 
Hull University revealed at the weekend warns 
students: “Failure to use gender-sensitive lan¬ 
guage will impact your mark.” You know, the 
more I look at “penalised,” the more I worry. 

MY recent item on Gibraltar takes me back 
to a strange assignment, videoing the lads of 
the Fusiliers as we all abseiled down the Rock. 
In those days video cameras were enormous 
and heavy, and filming required both hands. 
This meant I had to step backwards off the 
Rock with no rope to hold on to, and trust in the 
blokes above. They let me down without letting 
me down. I bet that doesn’t easily translate into 
Spanish. 

THE voters of Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, must 
be wondering whether their Popeye-looka- 
like MP Douglas Carswell will ever make up 
his mind. Carswell defected from the Tories to 
UKIP, resigned from Parliament and successful¬ 
ly fought a by-election under his new banner. 
Now, he has quit UKIP to become an Independ¬ 
ent. The serial defector claims that because he 
has not joined another political party it’s not 
necessary for him to fight a by-election. Well, 
he is wrong. Clacton voted for a UKIP MP not 
an Independent, and the voters there should be 
given the opportunity to say if they want to re¬ 
tain this flibbertigibbet MP or dump him. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Rubbish 
dumpers 
should be 
binned off 

“IF you have been affected by any of 
the issues in this programme ...” said the 
ITV continuity announcer at the end of a 
particular soap. 

I have, I thought, so I wrote to the mak¬ 
ers of Emmerdale. Sorry, the National 
Television Award-winning Emmerdale, as 
the announcer likes to make clear. 

But it wasn’t to congratulate them on 
said award. Nor was it regarding one of 
their so-called hard-hitting storylines. 

My letter was about a much bigger 
problem sweeping the country. Litter. 

You see, one of the characters, a young 
girl, was sitting at a bench outside the 
Woolpack. She got up to go school and 
left an empty crisp packet behind her. 

Surely, the young actress was not 
brought up to just leave her litter behind, 

I questioned. Impressionable young chil¬ 
dren could be watching the show and 
think it’s okay to not take rubbish with 
them, I protested. 

But my correspondence was, appropri¬ 
ately, just swept under the carpet. “Thank 
you for your interest” and “your com¬ 
ments have been noted” were all they 
could muster up. 

But for me this is a serious issue. I am 
forever seeing drink cans, food waste 
and wrappers, empty crisp packets, you 
name it, strewn into a hedge or just left 
by the roadside, and, often within sight 
of a bin. Whatever the reason, there is no 
excuse, just laziness, disrespect and dis¬ 
regard for this green and pleasant land in 
which we live. 

And, while you may think teenagers are 
the biggest culprits, a Keep Britain Tidy 
campaign revealed the worst litter louts 
were 35-to-54-year-old men, exactly the 
age group I fall into. So, I can only apolo¬ 
gise for my fellow brethren. 

Thankfully, there are people who care 
as much as I do. Keep Britain Tidy’s Big 
Spring Clean campaign has seen volun¬ 
teers take to the streets and in my home¬ 
town of Cannock alone more than 20 
bags of rubbish were collected within a 
short area. 

Even those bastions of quality journal¬ 
ism, Good Morning Britain carried out 
their own survey, purposely dropping lit¬ 
ter to gauge public reaction, with many 
being horrified by the brazenness of such 
an act. 

But what can be the long-term solu¬ 
tion? Spending taxpayers’ money on 
more bins that probably won’t get used? 
On-the-spot fines? There has even been 
talk of bringing back a scheme that was 
around when I was a child, to get money 
back on bottles. 

Admirable. But pointless when most 
law-abiding, reasonable people correctly 
use their recycle bins. 

One thing is for sure, there are enough 
people that care about the environment 
to make a difference, though it shouldn’t 
be left to others to clean up after people. 
Now, don’t get me started on flytipping . . 

MARK SHIPP 



Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 
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Warning on retail park threat of fines 


ON March 8, I took my car to Halfords on 
one of the retail parks in Telford, for a ser¬ 
vice and a repair that would take approx 
five to six hours. 

On March 20, I received a letter from 
Highview Parking, who are located at PO 
Box 3573 in Barnet EN5 9QA, with a pho¬ 
tograph of my car entering and leaving the 
car park, informing me that I had been 
parked for five hours, which was more than 
the allowed free parking time. They said I 
needed to pay £60. I visited Halfords, who 
showed me an email that had been sent to 


the company on March 8, clearly showing 
my car reg number, plus several others that 
had also been left at Halfords, for various 
repairs, MOTs etc. The chap on reception at 
Halfords phoned Highview Parking and re¬ 
ferred them to the email and they had made 
a mistake, cancelling my fine. 

The chap in Halfords claimed this hap¬ 
pens on a regular basis. To their credit, Hal¬ 
fords have made objections. I just want this 
letter to act as a warning to others. 

JUDITH BETNEY 
Rowley Regis 


LETTERS TO THEEDITOR 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Lorraine's in the 
mix to help heroes 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Outraged 
by lack of 
support 

GENERALLY, I am not one 
to write a letter to a news¬ 
paper but I was sickened 
to hear of the murder of a 
policeman who was doing 
his daily duty of helping to 
guard the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

What really outraged me 
was that this officer was 
guarding the seat of our 
democracy which was con¬ 
sidered to be a prime target 
for a terrorist attack. The 
fact that this officer was 
unarmed, without either a 
repellent spray or a Taser, 
I find absolutely unbeliev¬ 
able. 

We have been told on 
many occasions by the Met¬ 
ropolitan Police that they 
are prepared and ready for 
any attack on the capital 
city. As we all witnessed 
from the TV coverage this 
was not the case and the 
assailant was allowed to 
get into the inner grounds 
of the Parliament building 
whilst wielding two knives. 

The greatest legacy that 
can be shown to Pc Palmer 
is that never again will a 
police officer be left so vul¬ 
nerable. 

ALLAN FORD 

Halesowen 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


I M writing to call on read¬ 
ers to get out the aprons, 
wooden spoons and mixing 
bowls to help this year’s an¬ 
nual Bake for Heroes cam¬ 
paign. 

So far, supporters of all 
ages and all around the UK 
have cooked up more than 
£850,000 for Help for He¬ 
roes since Bake for Heroes 
began in 2009. This year 
we’re hoping to top the 
£lmillion mark. 

The ingredients for suc¬ 
cess are simple - supporters 
simply sign up for a free 
fundraising pack through 
H4H to bake cupcakes, 


sponges, biscuits, flapjacks 
or whatever tasty treat 
they fancy, and sell them 
off to colleagues, family and 
friends. 

All money raised goes to 
H4H supporting wounded, 
injured and sick personnel, 
veterans and their loved 
ones. 

The Bake for Heroes cam¬ 
paign runs between April 15 
and April 30. 

To register to take part 
visit www.bakeforheroes. 
org.uk or call 01980 846459. 

LORRAINE KELLY 

Patron 

Help for Heroes 


Prejudices 
on Brexit 

MP Mr McFadden as usu¬ 
al gets it wrong regarding 
Brexit and brings his per¬ 
sonal prejudices regarding 
leaving the failing EU. 

The Brexit Bashing Cor¬ 
poration (BBC) news is full 
of negativity, gloom, doom 
and biased reporting on our 
leaving the undemocratic 
EU. It is totally unfair and 
unbalanced coverage of our 
current contacts with the 
bullying EU. Always paint 
a bad picture of the present 
situation never say anything 
positive about the many 
benefits of leaving. 

Mr McFadden all we leav¬ 
ers want is a level playing 
field on the news which 
it is very obviously not at 
present. I have stopped 
watching the BBC news and 
programmes like Country- 
file because of its lack of bal¬ 
ance. The local Labour MPs 
still don’t get it do they, we 
are leaving, accept it. 

KEITH JONES 

Cradley Heath 

Not fare for 
pensioners 

THE problem with Dia¬ 
mond Route 66 buses’ no 
shows persists. I had a let¬ 
ter from them, their fleet is 
‘maintained to the highest 
standard, however break¬ 
downs occur of an unpre¬ 
dictable nature’. 

The 45-capacity Route 
66, not always full, seems to 
have more breakdowns than 
its fair share. So does the 
more lucrative 75 capacity 
Route 4, Walsall to Black- 
heath, usually full, have the 
same unpredictable break¬ 
downs? I doubt it. Us pen¬ 
sioners, living on a remote 
estate, are fed to the wolves. 

ROBERT W WHITE 
Wigmore 



FREE 

TILES 

on all April 
installations. 


APRIL 

SPECIAL OFFERS 


KITCHEN RENEW 

OR REPLACE 


RENEW 


We can save your costly cabinets and replace doors, or worktops, 
or both, creating a new look dream kitchen at a fraction of the cost 
EXTRA 20% OFF DOORS 
FREE SINK AND TAP 
FREE HANDLES 
FREE HOME SURVEY 


REPLACE 


Our experienced kitchen planners can offer fully installed kitchens, 
including tiling, electrics and plumbing, or offer a supply only 
service, all at realistic prices, using full 3D design service 
FREE INTEGRATED WASHER* 

FREE INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

FREE SINK AND TAP* 

FREE HOME SURVEY* 


1000s 
COLOURS 
AND STYLES 



Interia 


RENOVATIONS 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION 


Fully Installed inc. Safety Glass 
Enclosure, Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve, Plastering, Tiling or 

d Easy Clean Wall Panels. 

INSTALLED 

£1895* 


SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 


Bath or shower In comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in bath, Thermostatic 
bath/shower mixer, bathing seat tiling 
or easy clean wall panels 


• INSTALLED 


£2995" 


SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of discrete 
and stylish modern designs. 

INSTALLED 

OOO* 

M M see displays in store 



SUPPLY ONLY 

£149 


» Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
» Long established business • Quality installers * Termsandconditionsapplyse 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 



• Windows 
• Composite Doors 
• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 

Repairs 

Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


B _ _ _ _ Established over 20 years 

t Window Warehouse Ltd 


■ 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


TELEPHONE: 0121 3 


2 "X 


Sandwell 4- JL 

*age UK torn** funoid 

FREE ACTIVITIES April 2017 


CREATIVE HUB FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Calendar of Events 

Every Thursday afternoon 1 pm-3.00pm Vintage Cafe and digital drop-inz 
Use our touch screen tablets or get help with your own equipment 

Thursday April 13th 2pm-2.30pm Talk on Security and passwords 

Thursday April 6th, 20th, 27th 1 pm-3.00pm Information and Benefits Advice from Age UK Advisor Gary Overton 

Thursday 27th April 1 pm-3pm Healthwatch Sandwell - information and advice on health care in Sandwell 

All activities and refreshments FREE! 

Wesley Community Centre, High Street, West Bromwich B70 8ND 
(next to Lloyds Bank) access is at the rear of the building 

Phone Age UK Sandwell on 0121 314 4526 


Registered charity number 1080517 
IDBBOS051 03/12 


Z7 



QLind.5 

Vertical Blind Specialist 



www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 

✓ Suitable for any room and environment 

✓ Light control in all situations 

✓ Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


Easter Deals Now on 
Call Today 




* 


m f>ay 


Tel: 01384 412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


Concrete Blocks 90p 

Red Engineer Bricks 33p 

Blue Engineer Coping Bricks 95p 

golden gravel 

7x2 £2.40 mtr BULK BAG £65 

6x2 £2.00 mtr BLUE/PLUMB SLATE 

4x2 £1 .65 mtr BULK BAG £79 

3x2 £1 .35 mtr 


VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE 


AGGREGATES . 

Bulk bag building sand 

Bulk bag sharp sand FENCE PANELS TpANEI. 

B u |k bag ballast 6X5 

Bulk bag Hardcore £19 

ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH 

www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 


^THISft 

PANEL 

6X5 

£19 


I Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, I 
plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 
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School creating 
200 new places 
with extension 

A MAJOR extension at a primary school to 
create more than 200 places has been given 
the go-ahead by council planners. 

Victoria Park Primary School in Smeth¬ 
wick wants to build seven new classrooms 
to become a three-form entry. 

Two new teaching blocks will also be 
added to the school which is based in Bal¬ 
lot Street after plans were given the green 
light by Sandwell Council. 

The bold move would mean the school 
would have three classes per year group. 

It currently has around 450 pupils. 

Smethwick councillor Richard Marshall 
said that the area was ‘crying out for new 
places’. 

He added: “Smethwick has been iden¬ 
tified as the area in the Midlands most in 
need of school places. The school is not in 
the best position for expansion but at least 
we are going to get something.” 

A planning report to committee members 
said: “The applicant is applying for single 
and two-storey extensions to the main 
school building which would create seven 
new classrooms and provide school places 
for 210 children.” 

The extension will also see 79 car parking 
spaces created. 

Bingo hall punters 
have beauty nailed 

CUSTOMERS at a bingo hall can now 
indulge in a spot of pampering with the 
launch of an in-club nail bar. 

Last Saturday saw the launch of a ser¬ 
vice with expert nail technicians on hand 
to provide a range of treatments from gel 
manicures to dazzling acrylics with prices 
ranging from £15 to £25. 

The new nail bar will be open to custom¬ 
ers on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays while the club is open. 

To find out more and to book an appoint¬ 
ment, call 07758 024075. Joining the club is 
free of charge and you can sign-up at www. 
meccabingo.com or at the club. 



The player outside the school which will be helped by his charity 


Putting the children through their paces The charity ambassador introduces himself to some inquisitive youngsters 


Jonas kicks off kits appeal 

FORMER West Bromwich centre-back, who recently left the help by donating children’s football the programme and will be the focus lish the club in the Premier League. 
Albion defender Jonas Ols- Baggies after nine successful years, shirts, short and boots to ‘kit banks’ around which we implement a num- The club recently mutually agreed to 

■ . ■ ■+ + visited Delhi last summer with club at the club’s ticket office, the sta- her of social projects. terminate his contract three months 

SOn nas set up a cnarity to charity The Albion Foundation. dium megastore or the Merry Hill “However, we know that sport early so he could return to Sweden to 

help some of India’s poorest Touched by what he witnessed, club shop. alone will not assist them in their play for Djurgarden IF. 

Children. the 34-year-old is now planning to “As soon as I visited Bapu School I day-to-day lives. Sanitation, health- But he is retaining strong links 

The Jonas Olsson Foundation will help keep children healthy and safe knew I would not be able to rest until care and nutrition are areas we are with the Baggies through his new 

work alongside the Delhi charity through football. His charity will I had done something significant to fully focused on improving. charity. Breathe Easy founder 

Breathe Easy India that helps im- provide medical examinations and help the children there,” said Olsson. “This is going to be one hell of a Aanchal Bathia said: “Jonas was a 

prove living conditions at the Bapu nutritious meals, as well as football “We are not naive and know that journey Baggies fans and I need your gentleman during his visit to Delhi 

School in the Bhagwanpura slum coaching at a local sports facility. their problems cannot be solved over- help.” Olsson was a fan favourite at last May. The children immediately 

of the capital. The lofty Swedish And he’s urged Baggies fans to night. Football is the driving force for The Hawthorns and helped estab- took him to their hearts.” 





Cleaning 

Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 




Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Easter Opening Hours Good Friday 9am to 4pm, Easter Saturday 9am to 4pm, Easter Monday 10am to 4pm 
Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Q£Qg!£Q$ l l 


Orangeries^ Porches 
and[Soffit)Boaras1fc 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


IRREERHQNEI 


Lwww.rydalewindbwsTco^uk^ 


Blackheath^Halesowea 
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Binman gets sack after 
swapping rubbish over 



The CCTV image of the binman caught on camera with the bins 

Towpath £200k funding 


A BINMAN has been sacked 
after he was filmed switching 
rubbish between two bins in 
a Sand well street to avoid 
having to collect it. 

The worker lost his job after be¬ 
ing caught in the act moving the 
rubbish outside a house in West 
Bromwich. 

CCTV footage from the house 
showed him brazenly lifting the lids 
of the wheelie bins after checking the 
coast was clear before moving bags of 
rubbish from one to the other. 

Homeowner Brij Dhande was left 
stunned when he checked the footage 
and saw what the sneaky binman had 
done. After being told on several occa¬ 
sions his rubbish was in the wrong bin, 
the 55-year-old installed CCTV to see 
what was going on - catching out the 
unsuspecting binman. 

Serco, which manages waste col¬ 
lection services on behalf of Sandwell 
Council, said the man’s actions were 
unacceptable and apologised. 

Binmen can refuse to collect rubbish 
if it is not sorted into the correct bins 
and it is believed the worker was mix¬ 
ing the rubbish to try and take a short¬ 
cut on his rounds. 

In the footage, the man, wearing a 
woolly hat and high-vis trousers, can 
be clearly seen moving the rubbish 
outside the house on All Saints Way 
before walking off. 

IT worker Mr Dhande said: “I was 
shocked. All along I was under the im¬ 
pression it was children messing about 
but it is a grown man, who looks like 
an employee. This is what people pay 
their taxes for - for them to do their 
job.” 

The footage was captured shortly 
before 5.30am last Tuesday. Mr 
Dhande said the problems with his 
bins had partly prompted his decision 
to install CCTV. 


A CANAL towpath will get a £200,000 
revamp after councillors agreed to 
release the funds to help attract high 
quality housing to the area. 

Wolverhampton council agreed 
unanimously to release the £206,000 
to the Canal and River Trust to en¬ 
hance the waterway and wildlife close 
to where 480 new homes are to be built 
in Bilston. 

The plans form part of the mul¬ 
ti-million pound Bilston Urban Village 
plan. The existing towpath is unsur¬ 


faced and often muddy in wet weather. 
But the works will see the path be¬ 
tween Deepfields Junction towards 
Highfields Road widened and given a 
more durable surface. Once finished, 
the path will drain much better. It 
will also link with existing cycling and 
walking routes, which council bosses 
hope will encourage residents to take 
up a more active lifestyle. 

For future occupants of the urban 
village, it will provide an alternative 
route to work, school or shops. 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
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Superwoman Marie 
shows true dedication 


Hospital staff crisis 
as 150 nurses sought 


MARIE Kent is a true super- 
woman when it comes to her 
dedication to the NHS. For 20 
years she has been a familiar 
face in the children’s A&E de¬ 
partment at City Hospital. 

And she’s known amongst her 
colleagues and patients for always 
going that extra mile to help who¬ 
ever is in need. 

It’s a challenging job for the senior 
sister but one she doesn’t shy away 
from. “I deal with a catalogue of dif¬ 
ferent scenerios everyday,” said the 
41-year-old from Great Barr. 

“From triage and assessment to car¬ 
diac arrest, and other issues of a sen¬ 
sitive nature,” she continued. “It can 
be very challenging and on some days 
quite upsetting. But it’s the patients 
and my colleagues who keep me going. 
They drive me at work. 

Wonderful 

“A couple of years ago a girl came 
in with 80 per cent burns to her body. 
We didn’t think she would survive, but 
she did and it was fantastic to see her 
well again. Now she regularly comes 
in to visit and it’s wonderful to see her 
doing so well. 

“Seeing the patient regain their 
health makes this job so worthwhile.” 

Marie, who is a single mum-of-three, 
started working at Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust, 
which runs City Hospital, in 1999 
when she qualified as a nurse. And 
ever since then, she said no two days 
have ever been the same. 

“We never know what is going 
to happen, or who is going to walk 
through the door,” she added. “But 
that’s what makes the job so interest¬ 
ing. Of course, we do have our regulars 
that are in and out of here. Our young 
patients grow up, have kids and some¬ 
times we end up treating them too. I 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus 
some of our time on the 
quiet heroes of the NHS, 
from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a 
wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust is one of the 
Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 peo¬ 
ple, many of whom live 
locally. 

Last year, the trust 
provides care from 150 
locations. 

This week we high¬ 
light: 

MARIE KENT 

Senior sister 

Paediatrics in A&E 



love meeting the patients and getting 
to know them and their families.” 

Every spare minute out of work is 
spent with her three daughters, who 
are aged 16, eight and six and when 
she does get the chance, she will nip 
down to her local gym. 

Marie likes to go abroad to Spain 
when she wants to really get away 
from it all. And she has a holiday 
booked before the big move to the 
Midland Metropolitan Hospital. “I 
guess that’s my next challenge here at 
work,” she laughed. “We are looking at 
the different ways the children’s A&E 
department will work at MMH.” 


Marie decided to become a nurse 
whilst she was at college studying to 
become a social worker. 

She explained: “My tutor persuaded 
me that I would make a great nurse. 
So I changed my mind about working 
for social services and decided I would 
train to be a nurse instead. 

“I knew I wanted to work with 
children as well and it’s where I have 
stayed throughout my career.” 

So who is Marie’s very own hero? 
“My mum,” she revealed. “We lost my 
dad four years ago, and she really has 
helped me so much with the kids. She 
is the person I really look up to.” 



Iron Maiden seen in performance. It was a spoof advert for tickets to gigs 
on their sold-out tour which was used by police in a social experiment 


MORE than 150 nurses will be 
taken on at a Black Country hos¬ 
pital as bosses battle to get the 
number of vacancies down. 

There were more than 200 nursing 
positions available at Sandwell Hos¬ 
pital in February as it faced a staffing 
crisis but roles are now beginning to 
be filled. 

A recruitment drive has brought in 
much-needed reinforcements following a 
challenging winter at Sandwell General. 

More than 150 vacancies will be filled by 
September, with the ranks to be bolstered 
by 72 students being offered roles. 

Another 36 positions have been taken up 
as the trust took part in a successful jobs 
fair. Staffing levels have been a real cause 
for concern with bosses at the trust which 
runs Sandwell General but they say they 
are pleased levels are heading towards 
where they need to be. 

Expected 

In February, there were 204 nursing va¬ 
cancies at the trust, which also runs City 
Hospital, piling on the pressure during the 
winter when thousands were kept waiting 
more than four hours in A&E. 

New student nurses are expected to begin 
work in September. 

There will still be around 60 nursing va¬ 
cancies and chiefs have said they will con¬ 
tinue to try and bring in more workers. 

Bosses have stressed the importance 
of giving staff reasons to stay with the 
Sandwell trust rather than moving else¬ 
where. 

Chief nurse Elaine Newell told a trust 
board meeting that there needed to be ‘ca¬ 
reer progression routes for talented staff to 
ensure they remain with the trust. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS 
Trust has failed to meet the national tar¬ 
get of having 95 per cent of patients seen 
within four hours of coming to A&E for the 
last 18 months, with staffing shortages only 
adding to the pressure. 


GIG goers have been urged by West 
Midlands Police to be wary of un¬ 
authorised ticket sales sites after 
a social experiment saw more than 
1,500 people fall for a spoof advert. 

Targeted Facebook users received 
a series of flash sales from a second¬ 
ary ticket provider called ‘Surfed 
Arts’ offering entry to sold-out per¬ 
formances across the UK, including 
an Iron Maiden gig in Birmingham. 

However, ‘Surfed Arts’ was a fic¬ 
titious supplier created by City of 
London Police and Action Fraud as 
part of a web test to raise awareness 
of sales scams. More than 1,500 peo¬ 
ple clicked through and tried to buy 
tickets - including 327 for the Iron 


Maiden show - from the fake firm 
before being notified it was a social 
experiment. 

Det Insp, Neil Postins, from West 
Midlands Police’s Economic Crime 
Unit, said: “These people were for¬ 
tunate they fell for a police experi¬ 
ment and not real fraudsters. 

“The experiment shows just how 
easy it can be for people to be lured 
into clicking on links to ticketing 
sites without having any knowledge 
of the seller and whether they can 
be trusted.” Buyers are advised to 
only buy tickets from the venue’s 
box office, the promoter, an official 
agent or a well-known and reputa¬ 
ble ticket exchange site. 


Double Glazing Repairs 


BROKEN or MISTED 
DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS 
REPLACED FROM £45 


uPVC Door Lock Specialists 


We offer a complete repair service 
for all uPVC, Timber & Aluminium Windows, 
Doors & Conservatories 

Call now for your FREE quote 



01922 648732 
07412 766665 

Elite-Upvc-Repairs 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

® Telephone 0121 559 9985 | B facebook. [ 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 
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X 


FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 

Don’t hesitate, these offers and 
prices will never be repeated!!! 


saver? 




FRIDAY 14TH I SATURDAY 15TH I MONDAY 17TH 
APRIL 9AM - 5PM I APRIL 9AM - 6PM I APRIL 10AM - 5PM 


FURNITURE BED S AND CARPETS 

FTn77XJ777ALL STOCKS- 

miJlMIU MUST BE SOLD 

jvl THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


vm5\J 

Tri 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Full Double Size Memory Foam/ 
Spring. Aloe Vera Mattress 

Only One Per Store 


SAVE 60% £99 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ultra 3Str + 2Str 
Latest Design Sofas 

One Set Only Per Store 


SAVE 50% £399 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Full Double Size Ortho 
‘Cardiff’ Quality Mattress 

Micro Quilted Cover One Only 

Quick Delivery Only £79 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ashmere Light Wood 
Oblong Table + 4 Chairs 

One Set Only Per Store 


SAVE 60% £179 


Superb Value Mattresses 

Single Size £29 
Double Size £59 
King Size £79 


Deluxe Medium Firm Mattresses 

Single Size £59 
Double Size £89 
King Size £109 


Luxury Memory Foam Mattresses 

Single Size £119 
Double Size £159 
King Size £169 


Luxury Pocket Mattresses 

Single Size £139 
Double Size £189 
King Size £229 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY 

The Haven Double 
Size Faux Leather Frame 




£69 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Tetras Black Single 
Metal Sturdy Frame 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY 

The Waverley Double 
Ottoman Storage Frame 




MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY* H’ HI 
The Regent 3/4 Size 
Black Frame 

* 


Mattress Extra 


£39 


Mattress Extra 


£149 


Mattress Extra 


£49 


Mattress Extra 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY 

The Balmoral Heavy Oak 
Extending Table and 
4 Cream Chairs 


r/TT, 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Borba 4 Door 
7ft 2in x 7ft Unit 
Oak Finish * Home Assembly 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft3inx6ft7in high-home 
assembly, Light Ash finish 


£249 SAVE 60% 





FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY 

Solid Pine Bunks With 
Mattresses 


£199 



BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


DED PRICES SLASHED 


DED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 

CUSTOMERS ONLY!! 
The Montana 
Antq Brass Super 
Bedframe 


£99 




FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! [ 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring 2 drawer Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 


Mattress Extra 


i£199 




FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality 
Bed. Save 60% off RRP 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size 
small Double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


£219 


£149 


EASIER SALE 

NOWON 


583 Bearwood 
Road, 
Bearwood 
B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 


Oakfield House, 
Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 
01384 79393 
(next to the 
Copthorne Hotel) 


CLOSED 

EASTER SUNDAY 


OPEN BANK 
HOLIDAY MONDAY 
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Gym opens up at 
to cater for heart 


hospital 

patients 


A NEW gym which aids heart attack patients in their recovery 
has officially opened at Birmingham’s City Hospital. 

The Cardiac Rehabilitation Gym boasts new equipment and a 10-me- 
tre walking track which is solely for the use of patients who have heart 
conditions. They are enrolled onto the 10-week cardiac rehabilitation 
programme and are monitored by specialist nurses and exercise physi¬ 
ologists at the gym. They can then continue to use the facility to main- 
- tain their fitness levels. 


Free bowel 
cancer test 
offer ignored 

MORE than half of people in parts of 
the Black Country have ignored the 
offer of a free bowel cancer test. 

Take-up rates were as low as 42.6 
per cent in Sandwell and 49.7 per 
cent in Wolverhampton. Free postal 
screening requests were sent to 
households across the West Midlands 
to try and encourage more people to 
get tested. The figures contrasted 
with other parts of the region, such 
as Shropshire which has a 60 per cent 
return rate. 

Health officials say they are con¬ 
cerned that the new figures from Pub¬ 
lic Health England show that almost 
half of the people sent the free postal 
screening requests across the West 
Midlands area ignore it. 

The condition is now the nation’s 
second biggest cancer killer, but it 
can be treated and cured if diagnosed 
early. Bowel Cancer UK is now invit¬ 
ing residents to take part in the NHS 
screening programme as part of Bowel 
Cancer Awareness Month in April. 


An open day was held to showcase 
the venue which was co-designed by 
Jacqueline Burke, clinical lead for car¬ 
diac rehabilitation services. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust chairman, Rich¬ 
ard Samuda was at the event, along 
with patients who have also benefitted 
from the programme. 

They included Lakvinder Kaur 
Sangha, who hit the headlines in 2015, 
when she drove herself to hospital - as 
she was having a heart attack. 

The sales assistant, aged 48, of Tip- 
ton, arrived at Sandwell Hospital to be 
told she had to be operated on imme¬ 
diately and had two stents fitted. She 
was enrolled onto the Cardiac Reha¬ 
bilitation Programme, and continues 
to maintain her fitness by going to the 
specialist gym. 

She said: “The new facility is amaz¬ 
ing and very impressive. I go to the 
gym every Wednesday and it helps me 
to maintain my fitness in a safe way. 
The exercise physiologists have moni¬ 
tored me throughout which helps you 
to feel confident in using the equip¬ 
ment.” 

Mr Samuda said: “This is a fantastic 
gym. I remember it as the HR depart¬ 
ment, it’s now been beautifully done 
up, with lots of natural light, and is 
really nicely decorated. 

“It is a great example of integrated 
care and it is a real privilege to be at 
the official opening.” 



Classical musician Melissa Morris and photographer Marcin Szymczak show off the art in their home 


THE front room of a Black Country 
home has been transformed into an 
art gallery, inviting the public in to en¬ 
joy an exhibition. 

Following a successful event back in 
December, classical musician Melissa 
Morris and photographer Marcin 
Szymczak have decided to once again 
open up their two front rooms on 
Rathbone Road in Bearwood to art 


enthusiasts. Melissa said: “There has 
been a lot of hate around in the world 
recently and we want to do this to 
show the good in the community. 

“We display the work of local art¬ 
ists, and want to help raise their pro¬ 
file. We had a lot of people come to 
our last event in December, and we 
hope word will spread again this time 
and it will encourage other people to 


do the same.” The exhibition, which 
launched on Sunday, includes work 
installations and pieces in a variety of 
forms, including mosaics and acrylic 
work. Some of the pieces will also be 
available for purchase. 

More information on opening times 
of the free exhibition is available at the 
dedicated website roomart.org and on 
the Facebook page Room Art. 


Contract of 
nearly £lOm 
on way for 
blocks plan 


A £9.7 MILLION contract is set to 
be approved enabling essential refur- 
bishments to take place at a group of 
Oldbury high rises. 

At a cabinet meeting next Wednes¬ 
day, Sandwell 
Council are 
expected to 
award the con¬ 
tract enabling 
work to take 
place at the 
tower blocks at 
Lion Farm. 

The pro¬ 
gramme of 
external ren¬ 
ovations at 
Hackwood, 

Harry Price 
and 



Lion Farm flats 

Houses include new 


windows, external cladding, improve¬ 
ments to the balconies, a new roof and 
additional car parking. 

The council report recommending 
the scheme also states: “These works 
will see greater energy efficiency 
which will assist in lowering tenant’s 
fuel bills.” 


Internally the high rises will see 
the replacement of lifts to each block, 
upgrading to the fire protection, dec¬ 
oration and lighting in the communal 
areas and corridors, while security 
will be updated to include a new door 
entry system. 

Redundant storage sheds on the 
ground floors will be removed to cre¬ 
ate four units with two beds and three 
with one bed. Currently the 12 storey 
blocks have around 70 units in each. 

If approved, the renovations are ex¬ 
pected to begin in June, and last 76 
weeks. 

The project was put out to tender by 
the council, with Lovell Partnerships 
Limited returning the favoured bid of 
£ 9,747, 323. 


For more stores please visit: 



We pay instant £’s for your unwanted, clean and wearable 
’’71 clothing, paired footwear, handbags and accessories! 

> O 

© M 

o C 




ALDRIDGE 

oad, WS9 OJT (opposite White House Pub) 


CANNOCK 

Hollies Park Road, WS111DB (next to Wickes) 


RUGELEY 

45 Albion Street, WS15 2BY (opposite Morrisons) 


SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Unit 24 Riland Ind. Est. Norris Way, B75 7BB (before the tip) 


BROWNHILLS 

1 Silver Court, WS8 6HA 


KIDDERMINSTER 

39 Mill Street, DY11 6XB (just off main lights) 


STAFFORD 

Unit 3 Verulum Court, ST16 3DT (next to the tip) 


BILSTON 

45 Bank Street, Wolverhampton, WV14 8PD 


OLDBURY 

Unit 7a, Fountain Business Park (corner of Fountain Lane & Bromford Lane), Oldbury, Bi 


HALESOWEN 

Unit 5 Western Business Park, Coombs Road, Halesowen, B62 8AF 




More stores in: Willenhall, Forsbrook, Chester, 

Leeds, Telford & Wakefield For your nearest store 
visit cash4clothes.co.uk 



We are presently recruiting 
for the Sandwell Chronicle 
in your area 

We need reliable people to 
deliver our free newspaper 
and advertising leaflets. 

If you would like to earn 
some extra money contact 
us with your name, 
your date of birth, 
your address and your 
telephone number. 
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Pulis and Rondon dish 
out free Albion tickets 


BAGGIES head coach Tony Pulis 
and striker Salomon Rondon dished 
out tickets to nurses and service per¬ 
sonnel. 

Nurses from Sandwell Hospital 
and servicemen and women from 
the Stafford 22 Signal Regiment 
were treated to tickets ahead of 
their clash with Southampton on 
Saturday. 

It came as part of the #Albion- 
Cares campaign which threaded 
together a week of events building 
up to Saturday’s Premier League 
match, which resulted in a home de¬ 
feat for the Baggies, losing 1-0. 

As part of the campaign, Tuesday 
saw the start of a volunteers’ trip to 
Kenya to continue supporting the 
Foundation’s support projects in 
another impoverished part of the 
world. 

Wednesday was the beginning of 


the annual Baggies Bike Challenge 
when legends ‘Super Bob’ Taylor, 
Brendon Batson and ‘Blind Dave’ 
Heeley again led 30 willing volun¬ 
teers on the two-wheel journey from 
Southampton’s St Mary’s Stadium 
to The Hawthorns to raise funds. 

A club spokesman said: “We 
reckon we have got the best commu¬ 
nity programme in football and this 
week we intend to prove it. 

“The game will be our annual 
Foundation Day fixture - which this 
year is being sponsored by London 
Midland - when once again we will 
be highlighting their fantastic com¬ 
munity work. But there’s plenty of 
ways you can get involved beginning 
with backing our old favourite Jonas 
Olsson’s shirt amnesty appeal in aid 
of the foundation he has launched 
in his name to help an impoverished 
school in India.” 



Head coach Tony Pulis and striker Salomon Rondon hand out the free Baggies tickets 


Ban on parking 
near bus station 

PARKING is to be banned near a bus station following 
persistent complaints. Vehicles have had to be towed 
away from Cradley Heath bus station after creating dif¬ 
ficulties for buses entering and leaving. 

Cars parked outside have also led to traffic problems, 
which has prompted Sandwell Council to act. Bosses 
have confirmed measures, which could include a red 
route, will be brought in to try and put a stop to the 
problem parking. 

The Cradley Heath bus and rail interchange was 
opened in 2015 following a major overhaul of the station. 

Sandwell Council said it was investigating measures 
‘to prevent motorists parking on the highway prevent¬ 
ing safe access and egress to the site’. Cradley Heath 
councillor Anne Shackleton welcomed the action over 
the town’s bus station. 

She said: “The police have had to tow vehicles away 
because it constituted a grave danger to pedestrians and 
large vehicles had to go around refuses to carry on up 
the road. We are anxious for these measures to be put in 
place and believe they are well ahead on them.” 


Cybercops 
bring down 
worldwide 
crime rings 


WEST Midlands and Staffordshire police 
have smashed six cyber-crime rings - with 
an estimated 1.7 million victims - in the past 
18 months, it has been revealed. 

The investigations, believed to involve more than 
300,000 offenders worldwide, are among 24 com¬ 
plex cases recently handled by the 11-man Birming¬ 
ham-based squad - dubbed cybercops. 


They range from lone wolf 
students bringing down col¬ 
lege websites to organised 
gangs trading stolen credit 
card details and malware. 

The news comes as official 
figures confirm that online 
crime now claims as many 
victims as ‘conventional’ 
lawbreaking in the UK. 

Among the latest cons 
is Ransomware where the 
criminal hacks into a com¬ 
puter, encrypts its contents, 
changes the passwords and 
does not reveal them until 
the owner pays a ransom for 
the information. 

The Regional Organised 
Crime Unit (ROCU) cyber 
team, that also includes of¬ 
ficers from Warwickshire 
and West Mercia, recently 
played a key role in the 
arrest of a dozen people 
suspected of using web-crip¬ 
pling Netspoof stresser 
software to flood and wreck 
computer systems. 

They also brought teen¬ 
age hacker Grant Manser to 
justice last year. 

He pocketed £50,000 in 
four years from the age of 16 
selling malware on the Dark 
Web to almost 4,000 people 
who used it to flood websites 
with unwanted information, 
causing up to 250,000 to 
crash. The search covered 


Report by John Scott 


suspects across the UK, Eu¬ 
rope and US before leading 
to the Kidderminster home 
of the brains behind the op¬ 
eration. 

Another student ended up 
behind bars for four months 
when tracked down by the 
ROCU team after hack¬ 
ing into an exams grading 
system at the Birmingham 
University to ensure he g:ot 
higher marks. Other inquir¬ 
ies are still ‘live’ and so de¬ 
tails are being kept secret. 

Det Insp Rob Harris, who 
leads the specialist team, 
revealed: “The bulk of our 
work can lead our detectives 
to all corners of the globe. 

“One current investiga¬ 
tion has seen police raid ad¬ 
dresses in the United States 
linked to a suspected mal¬ 
ware developer, the arrest of 
two people in Israel and two 
further arrests in the UK. 

“Cyber crime is probably 
the biggest challenge fac¬ 
ing policing in a generation 
but we are adapting to that 
challenge by training high¬ 
ly-skilled digital detectives, 
raising awareness of cyber 
security and scoring notable 
success in bringing down 
cyber criminals.” 


Snakes alive as zoo 
opens new exhibit 


DUDLEY Zoo keepers have introduced a new mixed ex¬ 
hibit in the site’s reptile house. The attraction’s three red¬ 
tailed green rat snakes are now living alongside two Bor¬ 
neo blood pythons in a newly renovated enclosure. 

Sam Grove, senior keeper, said: “Both species come from 
Southeast Asia, so live in similar tropical conditions. 

“They’re also a great species to put together as red-tailed 
green rat snakes are primarily arboreal, so stay high on the 
branches of the enclosure, while the blood pythons remain 
on the ground and spend much of their time in water.” 

Keepers got crafty in renovating the enclosure for the 
new residents by making a concrete tree trunk, complete 
with sprawling roots, which also features a woven hide 
for the rat snakes. Assistant curator Jay Hayward, who 
worked on the project, said: “We’re really pleased with how 
it’s turned out and we’re hoping to recreate similar looks 
in other enclosures.” 



SRRING lISlHER 

does yourTrroperttT; 


NEED ASRRINGlGUEAN? 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

✓ Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


Celebrating 

Years in 
Business / 


Tiled 


roofs washed 


and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk ^ 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND IAQ 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 
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Oldbury Viaduct - M5 junctions 1-2 
Major roadworks start after Easter. 

If you use this road, your journey will be affected. 



After Easter, Highways England will be starting 
a major concrete repair and waterproofing scheme 
on the M5 Oldbury Viaduct between junctions 1 
and 2. 

The structure of the viaduct is safe but intervention is 
required now to repair the damaged sections in order to 
prevent bigger challenges and further disruption in the 
future. Once complete, customers will benefit from a safer 
and more resilient route. 



Oldbury viaduct 
scheme: The structure 
itself is safe. This work 
is for essential repair to 
keep the viaduct 
waterproof 


To keep this vital route open we will be using different 
phases of traffic management starting with a reduction to 3 
narrow lanes and 40mph speed limit between junctions 1 
and 2. We will do everything possible to plan and manage 
our roadworks to keep traffic moving. However there will be 
some disruption to the M5 and routes leading into and out 
of these junctions. 

To help you can: 

■ plan your journey 

■ take the bus, train or Midland Metro 

■ car share 

■ work from home 

■ avoid rush hour 

For more information: 

visit www.highways.gov.uk/Oldburyviaduct 
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Growing business is clearly a 
favourite with its customers 


Commercial feature 

MARKET leading Stourbridge double 
glazing business Carera Windows has 
fitted more than half a million quality 
windows and doors over the past 28 
years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide a 
level of customer service that is second to 
none. 

More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 



Attractive doors and windows complement the room setting 


authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 
Monday to Friday. 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 


using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors gliding 
patio doors , french double doors and porches 
Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 
the business across the country. 



Claire Stockley (Sales) and Dan Butcher (Business) 

Carera prides itself on offering honest and 
professional expert advice, installing 100 per 
cent high quality products, sensible prices and 
outstanding customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 
aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 


CONTACT US 

Company: Carera Windows 
Address: 24 Junction Road, Audnam, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YJ 
Phone: 01384 442490 
Website: www.carerawindows.co.uk 
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A^siMlA^H 



including VAT 



(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 
includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarf wall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 

From 


including VAT 

Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 




Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 



© Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 

m - 

©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 


01384 442 490 


winiw.carerauiindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd f Audman DY8 4YJ 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 










































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 



WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

c all 

0181 643 5811 




Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. | 

www.birminghamdogshome.prg.uk 

If you cannot rcliotueyou o*n help us «olth donation* ot sponsorship 

Catherine-De-Barnes Lane, 


r Catherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B 62 ODJ 


Getting to the art of nature with trail 



Hi 






^NtSBURV MUSfU 
AND \RT GALLERY 



From left to right, Peter Hewitt, Alan Bennett, Harry Phillips, Abbey Butler and Catherine Melnik at the art gallery 


ARTISTS are being asked to get in¬ 
volved in a Sandwell summer arts ex¬ 
hibition trail to showcase how bloom¬ 
in’ lovely wildlife, flowers and nature 
in the borough are. 

The Sandwell Bloomin’ Lovely Trail 
is open to all amateur artists, schools 
and community groups. Sandwell 
Council’s museums and arts service 
is asking people to submit a themed 
piece of work to feature in exhibitions, 
from July to September. 

Artworks will be shown at sites 
including Wednesbury Museum and 
Art Gallery, Oak House Museum, 
Sandwell Arts Cafe at Sandwell Col¬ 


lege’s Central Sixth campus and 
Haden Hill House. 

Members of the public will be urged 
to vote for their favourite piece of art¬ 
work. Organisers say the theme for 
the competition is flowers, plants and 
nature in bloom across Sandwell and 
artworks can be in oils, acrylics or wa¬ 
tercolours. Other media can include 
pencil, charcoals, inks, pastels and 
photography. 

Alex Howell, arts and projects of¬ 
ficer, said: “Flowers, plants and nature 
have inspired many artists, from Vin¬ 
cent Van Gogh’s Sunflowers to Claude 
Monet’s Blue Water Lilies.” 


Museums manager Jane Hanney 
added: “The artist can paint a picture 
in oils, acrylics or watercolours, make 
a drawing in pencil, charcoals, inks or 
pastels, submit a photograph or use a 
mixture of the above. Each piece must 
be an original piece of artwork.” 

“The deadline to applying to exhibit 
a piece of art is 26 May and the exhi¬ 
bition trail is open to artists of all ages 
and abilities to get involved, showcase 
how bloomin’ lovely Sandwell can be.” 

For more information about getting 
involved and taking part, email alex_ 
howell@sandwell.gov.uk or jane_han- 
ney@sandwell.gov.uk 


live 

Slimming World 


MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 

SMETHWICK 

Brasshouse Community Centre 
Brasshouse Lane @ 7.30pm 
Contact Mel 07935 447265 

TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club 

Newall Street, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 1.00pm, 

3.30pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

GREAT BRIDGE 

St Peter’s Church Hall, 

Whitehall Road, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 


;t Michelle 0 

OLDBURY 

St James C of E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Claire 07539 950447 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, Warley Road, 

Rood End @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorraine 07434 728698 

ROWLEY REGIS 

Dudley Golf Club 

Turners Hill, B65 9DP @ 7.00pm 

Contact Sarah 07875 445462 

TUESDAY 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 9.30am, 
5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Julie 07505 084916 
OLDBURY 
Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End 


@ 9.15am and 11.15am 
Contact Lorraine 07434 728698 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 9.30am, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm and 

7.30pm 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 
Waterloo Street, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 
Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Contact Ann 07815 643963 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 16 The Leys, 

@ 9.30am, 11,30am, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lesley 01922 634883 

ROWLEY REGIS 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community 
Centre, Gayton Road @ 9.30am 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 


16 The Leys, @ 9.30am 
Contact Lesley 01922 634883 
SMETHWICK 
Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road @ 9.30am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Mel 07935 447265 
WEDNESBURY 
Woods Methodist Church 
Coronation Road, 

Woods Estate, @ 9.30am 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill 

@ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft @ 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 
BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, High Street, 

@ 9.30am, 11.30pm, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 
Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

The Salvation Army Community Church, Merton 

Close (off Pound Road) @ 7.30pm 

Contact Lorraine 07434 728698 

TIVIDALE 

St Michael’s Church 

Tividale Road, B69 2LQ 

@ 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

THURSDAY 

OLDBURY 

Portway Lifestle Centre, 

Newbury Lane @ 7.00pm 
Contact Claire 07539 950447 

WEDNESBURY 


Lea Brook Church Hall 
Leabrood Road North @ 7.30pm 
Contact Lin 07902 079559 
TIVIDALE 
Ormaston Sandwell 
Community Academy 
Lower City Road @ 7.00pm 
Contact Sarah 07875 445462 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library 
Beverley Road @ 9.00am, 11,00am 
and 1.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 
WEDNESBURY 
St Bart’s Church Hall, 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.15am 
Contact Jenny 07751 259593 
TIPTON 

The Sportsman Pub (Separate entrance), 

St. Marks Road, 

@ 9.00am, 11,00am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 
BRANDHALL 
Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Dawn 07859 010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Carole 07854 413929 

FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church, 

Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 



ROWLEY REGIS 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre 
26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT 9.30am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

SATURDAY 

WEDNESBURY 

Lea Brook Church Hall, 

Leabrook Road North @ 8.00am 
Contact Lin 07902 07955 

OLDBURY 

Peters Well Community Centre 
(Lightwoods Primary School) 

Clent Road, B68 9ER @ 8.00am and 10.00am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 16 The Leys, 
@ 9.00am 

Contact Lesley 01922 634883 

OLDBURY 

Portway Lifestyle Centre, 

Newbury Lane, B69 1 HE 
@ 9.00am and 11.00am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

Or just come along 

Career opportunities for past and present 
members in this area contact Jenny on 
07751 259593 for more details. 


save £5 

join now! 

Just £9.95 on week one 
then £4.95 each week 


iSlfnwliih 


slimmingworld.co.uk 13 id) 0344 897 8000 



-WORLD 


touching hearts, changing lives 



















Yobs hurl missiles at 
crews after bonfires lit 



The damage after a fire engine was damaged by yobs in the Black Country 


FIREFIGHTERS and were at¬ 
tacked by a group of yobs as 
they attended to reports of 
bonfires being lit in the Black 
Country. 

The gang hurled objects at a fire 
engine, damaging the windscreen 
and a back window, and surround¬ 
ed a police car, with officers inside 
forced to retreat. 

From now on firefighters will not 
attend the site unless they have a po¬ 
lice escort. Crews from Oldbury Fire 
Station were targeted by the yobs after 
being called out to tackle a number of 
bonfires at a site in Cakemore Road, 
Rowley Regis. 

A West Midlands Fire Service said 
the incident had happened at a trav¬ 
eller community site in the area at 
around 10pm last Wednesday. 

Bonfires 

Yobs smashed the rear side window 
of a fire engine with a stone and drove 
at the vehicle head on before throw¬ 
ing a metal ‘scaffolding’ pole, which 
cracked the front window. 

Oldbury crew commander, Ian Nash, 
who was not part of the watch that at¬ 
tended the incident, was informed of 
what happened by his colleagues. He 
said: “There were a few bonfires on the 
site down there. 

“Our fire crew went in to put it out 
and were attacked in a way by these 
people. The nearside rear window was 
put through by a stone and they were 
driven at head-on by another vehi¬ 
cle to try and put them off...and had 
something else like a scaffolding pole 
thrown, which cracked the front win¬ 
dow. 

“The police came and their car was 
surrounded, so they retreated basi¬ 
cally. Another two pumps arrived and 
we were instructed not to go as it was 
too dangerous. A bit of glass went over 
the crew but that’s it.” 


The fire service received a call at 
9.46pm and left the incident just be¬ 
fore 11pm. The service said that any 
future visits to the site would require 
two fire engines and a police escort. 

West Midlands Police said: “Officers 
were alerted by the fire service to re¬ 
ports of a fire engine being attacked on 
Cakemore Road, Blackheath at around 
9.50pm on Wednesday April 5. 

“The fire service were dealing with a 
small fire at the time. Officers attended 
and spoke to members of the group, no 
arrests were made at the time. Anyone 


with information is asked to contact 
the West Midlands Police on 101.” 

It comes after figures new figures 
revealed in January showed that the 
number of attacks on firefighters in 
the region was on the up. 

Between April 2015 and April 2016 
there were 67 assaults - which in¬ 
creased by 77 in just eight months, 
from April to December 2016. Verbal 
assaults dominated the findings, with 
a total of 50 attacks reported in April 
to December last year, an increase 
from 43 in the previous year. 



/\K WARNING PRICES TDD LOW!! | 

MASSIVE £1,080,000 

STOCK CLEARANCE ZONE; 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES ON HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF SUITES, S 
ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (i 



MARBLE COMPOSITE 
HEAVY DINING TABLE & 
6 FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
IN GREY & BLACK 
WAS £1695-SAVE £1000 

now £695 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments i 
@ £75 per month 

Total payable = £1000 


50% OFF 

MIRRORED BEDROOM 
FURNITURE 
EG. DRESSING TABLE 
, WAS £329 

! now £149 

SOLID OAK 2 DRAWER BEDSIDE 
DISPLAY 
MODELS 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £199 



PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of PW |"1 

mirrors, bar stools, 1 1 

lamps, pictures, El 
coffee tables etc. 


CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
NOW FROM 

l ’ £149 

HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 
SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


I FURNITURE FACTORY I 

OUTLET STORE 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 
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• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Spring 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


...Including 
fitting! 


JP* Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


r * Misted Unit 
Replaced 
• Broken Hint 
• Door 
Adjustment 
• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 


From Only 

(^XvYoYoYo 


From Only 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


...Including 
fitting! 







It to be 


Your local we// established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 





FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


nri /vs r>r\ 

V V V v V 
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Visitors to journey 
into dinosaur age 

A WALKWAY taking visitors on a journey 
through Dudley’s history back to earliest geolog¬ 
ical times is being created at the town’s archives 
centre. The building, off Tipton Road, has under¬ 
gone extensive building work to accommodate 
the items and art¬ 
work previously 
displayed at Dud¬ 
ley Museum and 
Art Gallery in St 
James’s Road. 

The museum 
and gallery closed 
in December as 
part of coun¬ 
cil cost-cutting 
Councillor Khurshid Ahmed moves. Now build¬ 
ing work has fin¬ 
ished on converting part of the archives centre 
into a museum display space. 

Cabinets and shelves are being put into place 
before items are brought out of storage to be put 
on show once again. One of the most exciting as¬ 
pects of the ambitious plans is the addition of an 
animatronic dinosaur. 

A large plinth has already been created to en¬ 
able this jurassic addition to take centre stage, 
ready for when this new public area opens in 
September. 

The project is being overseen by Jane Lamine, 
business operations manager at Dudley Council. 
She said: “It’s very exciting. There’s going to be 
a big animatronic dinosaur and a diorama about 
what it was like back then. 



Academy sets out stall 
for summer reunion 


TIPTON’S RSA Academy is calling for former 
students to rekindle their schooldays with a re¬ 
union which is taking place on June 28. 

It’s the first event of its kind at the academy 
and takes place from 5pm to 8.30pm. 

A spokesman said that the event at the Bilston 
Road school is free admission, but organisers are 
asking that people wishing to attend to register 
at hwww. eventbrite.co.uk/e/alumni-reunion-28- 
june-2017-tickets-33081058336. 

He added: “Please do let any of your former 
classmates that you still keep in touch with know 
about the event so that they can come too.” 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Life-saving player is on 
the ball after head clash 


A FOOTBALLER with Tipton Town is counting his lucky stars af¬ 
ter he was minutes from dying on the pitch when he swallowed 
his tongue during a match. 

Team captain Paul Henley was only saved by the actions of a quick-think¬ 
ing opponent who managed to stop him choking on his tongue. Centre half 
Mr Henley, aged 34, clashed heads with his team-mate Joe Hanson and 


was knocked out cold in the club’s fi: 

Club president John Cross said when 
he dropped to the floor one of Mr Hen¬ 
ley’s legs started ‘kicking violently’. It 
became clear that he had swallowed his 
tongue, but opposing player Lee Cox 
sprinted over and reached into Mr Hen¬ 
ley’s mouth to extract his tongue. 

Mr Henley, an engineer, said he was 
‘really lucky’ to have survived - and 
does not remember anything for minutes 
after he blacked out. He said: “I know it 
was my own team-mate who did it but 
that’s pretty much all I remember about 
the impact. I don’t know how long I was 
out for. 

Serious 

“I didn’t realise quite how bad it was 
until I read John Cross’s match report 
- that was the first time I started to 
realise how serious it could have been. 
I’m really grateful to their player for his 
help and what he did for me. I’ve found 
him on Twitter and said thank you and 
would do the same if I saw him in per¬ 
son.” Mr Henley, from Great Barr, said 
he has played for Tipton Town for seven 
or eight years ‘on and off and is the club 
captain. He also had to have six stitches 
in a wound on his chin and one on his lip. 


:ure against Bromyard, recently. 

By David Cosgrove 


Mr Cross said: “Paul Henley and Joe 
Hanson both attacked the same high 
ball in our penalty area and collided with 
each other. You could see straight away 
they were both in trouble but Paul was 
worse off - one of his legs was kicking 
violently. 

“It looked awful and people started to 
run onto the pitch. One Bromyard player 
who had obviously had some sort of med¬ 
ical training rushed forward. You could 
see Paul’s tongue was down his throat. 
If the Bromyard player hadn’t responded 
like he did then he would have died, as I 
don’t think anybody else in the ground 
knew what to do.” 

Fortunately Mr Henley was taken to 
Hereford County Hospital by ambulance 
and released later that day. 

He has now been told he must watch 
his side from the sidelines for six weeks. 

Mr Cross said: “The hospital said if 
it was as bad as we had described then 
Paul was very close to dying. Everyone 
just wants to thank the Bromyard player 
for what he did.” 




Collision - Tipton Town captain Paul Henley 


Bromyard player Lee Cox who rushed to help 



Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA 

0121 520 4200 07756 578 028 


TRUSTED FATHER AND SON BUSINESS - BUT DON'T TAKE 
OUR WORD FOR IT CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK REVIEWS 




The a, Port 

huge thanl^ 
you to all our 
customers for 
queuing out the 
door, for our 
freshly cooked 
traditional fish, 
chips & so 
much more. 

A short 
message to 
let you know 
we really hold 
you dear, And 
because of 
you we can 
announce 
we're the 'CHIP 
SHOP OF THE 
YEAR' 

Thank you All, 




HOUSE, GARAGE AND 
GARDEN CIEAR0UTS 

Get rid of all your unwanted rubbish! 


SPECIAI SPR ING A ND SUMMER CIEAMS 


mm 



Call now for FREE quote 
and initial consultation 

01215571189 

56 Hainge Road, Oldbury B692PD 
M: 07976 653306 
Email: clive.houghton@me.com 



^E^POTCT 

psq 

— ^ 

'CHIPPY 

1 t 

I”1 51 

OF THE 

1 

3 ibj 

YEAR' 

265 Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RP 

Open 

12 Noon - 1 Opm 

Closed Sunday 


™™0121 4391W0 

NEVER BEATEN ON QUALITY 07845 880 520 


NEW& PAR1J0RN TYRES all sizes w stock 

• A - 



mm 

232 WHITEHALL ROAD GREAT BRIDGE TIPTON DY4 7EX 




Beautiful 

bathrooms at 
affordable prices 


i 





Visit our bathroom 



showroom. Now I 
open to the public I 


Providing - 

Building Landscaping 
& Plumbing Materials 




STAFFORDSHIRE 

BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

0121 556 0496 

Bagnall Street, Ocker Hill 
Tipton DY4 0EQ 

www.statfordshirebuilders.co.uk 



Unit 30, Bridge Road, Toll End, 
Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 OHR 


7 Unity Walk 
Owen Street 
Tipton 

West Midlands 
DY4 8QL 


Funerals 
Memorials 
Floral Tributes 
Bespoke Funeral Plans 
Home Arrangements On request 


jt 

G&Lmason Ltd 

Funeral Directors 

Established 2016 

0121 557 7550 / 0748459545 
glmfuneraldirectors@gmail.com 
24 hour Service / 7 days a week 


i 


RAVEN 


Hair & Beauty 

Follow us 00 


GENTS HAIRCUTS 

Micro Ring Extensions available here 
Offers on selected stylists 
Beauty Treatments Available 
Sunbeds Coming Soon Micro Blading 
BOOK NOW 


CALL 0121522 2153 

264 Whitehall Road, Great Bridge DV47EX 
Web: www.ravenhairandbeauty.co.uk 
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Mouth of 
the South 
has lots to 
chew over 

Rob Beckett 

Town Hall, Birmingham 

THE toothy blond South 
London comic has a knack 
for spotting the absurdities 
lurking in modern life. 

He even offers advice on 
fighting back against the 
nuisance ‘have you had an 
accident at work’ phone 
calls by wasting their time 
- ‘yeah, I have, my ‘ed fell 
of’ - or how to ensure you 
never ever forget your pass¬ 
word: It’s idontknowmate, 
feel free to add 123, capi¬ 
talise the I and underscore 
wherever you please. 

On Saturday he shared 
with a full Town Hall his 
take on marriage, father¬ 
hood, technology and, to the 
biggest laughs, Kit Kats, 
tumbledriers and the worst 
place in England. It’s Corby. 

He gets the teeth gags 
out of the way early on - if 
he lived in Africa he would 
have been poached by now - 
and refreshingly uses fewer 
expletives than most comics. 

I am not saying that you 
could take you grandmother 
in total comfort, but I am 
sure she would have a good 
time. 

Beckett has an easy 
charm and is quick-witted, 
as shown in his banter with 
the front row. 

This included the schools 
pals Sophie and Fiona, 
who go together under the 
blended nickname Sofiona - 
“Fiona got her whole name 
in, she mugged you off 
Sophe”. 

The motormouth from 
the South may not be able 
to pronounce Birmingham 
properly, but he’s welcome 
back anytime. 



Caroline Quentin and Mark Addy as Lady Sarah and Sir John Hotham Pic: Pete Le May/RSC 

Cavalier comedy capers 


The Hypocrite 

Swan Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon 

HORRIBLE Histories meets Blackadder 
in Richard Bean’s riotous farce, The Hyp¬ 
ocrite, which is bringing belly laughs to a 
venue more accustomed to high drama. 

If all history was as entertaining (and 
as saucy) as this play, set in 17th century 
Yorkshire at the start of the English Civil 
War, we would be a nation of expert histo¬ 
rians. 

This co-production by the Royal Shake¬ 
speare Company and Hull Truck Theatre 
is to mark the Humberside city (don’t dare 
call it a town) being UK City of Culture 
2017, and has already been staged at the 
East Riding port. 

Hence lots of local references to York¬ 
shire locations, rugby, etc, that may be lost 
on a Midlands audience. 

It doesn’t matter because the gags come 
thick and fast from the pen of Hull-born 
Bean, the writer of West End hit comedy 
One Man Two Guvnors. 

He brings to life the true story of York¬ 
shire MP Sir John Hotham, who tried to 
please both sides - King and Parliament - in 
the war and make himself a fortune at the 
same time. It was, as Bean saw from the re¬ 
search, a farce. Hotham’s plan did not suc¬ 
ceed and he ended up losing his head. 

That is the starting point for the play as 


REVIEWS 


by Leon Burakowski 


the disembodied cranium of Hotham ex¬ 
plains how a combination of greed, coward¬ 
ice and stupidity led to his demise. 

The increasingly perplexed and desperate 
Hotham is portrayed with great comic en¬ 
ergy by Mark Addy, constantly at odds with 
his haughty wife, played with droll wit by 
Caroline Quentin, who knows a thing or two 
about men behaving badly. The insults they 
hurl at each other are highly inventive and 
not repeatable here. 

Slapstick 

Into the mix throw a lovesick daughter, a 
camp pair of royal spies, grumpy Puritans 
- and Drudge, an ancient family retainer 
dealt a series of slapstick indignities (acro¬ 
batic Danielle Bird, in old man disguise). 

The real injustices that fuelled the bloody 
civil war are raised by the strident folk song 
interludes from the impressive ‘Ranter’, 
played by Josh Sneesby, and Laura Elswor- 
thy as level-headed Yorkshire lass, Connie 
the servant. 

The Hypocrite is a treat, try to catch it 
before it ends its RSC run on April 29. 


Built and operated by Places for People Leisure 
Ltd in partnership with Sandwell Council 


#behappy 


%■ Sandwell 


etropolitan Borough Council 



"A bit of heart and soul." 


Join for a £1 and support HEART UK. 
Offer ends 18 April 


Gym, swim, classes and personal 


www.placesforpeopleleisure.org 


West Bromwich Leisure Centre 

0121 580 6430 



Join online today 


Terms and conditions apply. 
Part month membership fee also applicable. 

Your £1 is donated to HEART UK. 
Offer available 13th to 18th April 2017. 


Whatever place you're into 



Get the Places Locker fitness app 


Adult and Community 
Learning in Sedgley 

Open Evening - Thursday 20th April 2017 - 6pm-8pm 
Enrolments can be taken on the evening or 
by telephoning 01384 816389 


Flower Arranging 
for Beginners 

Flower Arranging 
for Improvers 

Flower Arranging - 
Bridal Flowers 

Flower Arranging - 
Hanging Baskets 

Fashion Sewing 
for Beginners 

Fashion Sewing 
For Improvers 

Art - Watercolours 
for Beginners 

Art - Drawing & 
Painting 

Foamsmithing 
for Cosplay 

Gentle Keep Fit 

Gentle Zumba 

Gentle Keep Fit 

Computers for 
Beginners 

Photoshop for 


Improvers 

Create Your Own 
Website 

Ebay-All you need 
to know 

Basic Cake Making 

Cake Decorating 
for Beginners 

Cake Decorating 
for Improvers 

Health & Wellbeing 

Coaching & Mentoring 

Belly Dance for 
Beginners 

Beauty - Get Nail 
Tips & Manicures 

Guitar for Beginners 

Guitar for Improvers 

Spanish for Beginners 

Spanish for Improvers 

Sign Language 
introduction 

Sign Language Level 1 



Dormston 



The Dormston 
Centre 

Mill Bank 
Sedgley 
Dudley 
DY31SN 
01384 816389 


www.thedormstoncentre.co.uk 



Will your child be 3 or 4 years old 
from September 2017? 

We have only a limited number of spaces available 
in our outstanding nursery. 

Don’t miss out - apply now. 

Please call the school office for more information 
or to arrange a school visit. 

0121 557 1765 

Website: www.tividale-pri.sandwell.sch.uk 


78 place nursery offering 15 hours per 
week part time. 30 hours per week may 
be available for eligible parents. 


Most recent Ofsted inspection 

Achievement of pupils Outstanding 

Quality of teaching Outstanding 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Outstanding 

Leadership and management Outstanding 

• Pupils learn to be kind, thoughtful and aware of their 
actions on others. One parent described the school as, ‘a 
caring environment with mutual respect’. 

• The headteacher and senior staff run the school very well. 
They are always checking that every pupil, teacher and 
other adult does their best. They reward them for their 
hard work. This is why the school has been doing such a 
good job for a number of years. 

• Another parent said, ‘all teachers go above and beyond’ 

• In lessons and around school pupils behave very well. 
There is a strong culture of respect and tolerance for 
different cultures and beliefs. Pupils are sensible in 
lessons and listen well. 


Tividale Community Primary School prides itself in providing a happy, safe, secure and 
supportive learning environment where good order and discipline are firmly embedded 
to enable your child to achieve academic and personal excellence. The development of 
mutual respect and quality relationships is at the heart of all we do. 
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buysofasdirect.co.uk 


25% OFF 

ALL BEDROOM 


II I SPECIAL OFFER 

| Elizabeth or 4 Seasons Chair 

I Only£199 (Limited Time Only) 

MASSIVE SAVINGS ON FABRIC 
SUITES AND LEATHER RECLINERS 



Luton 


Macall 


4 35 years Experience • Vast Range of Fabrics & Colours Quick Delivery O Oak Furniture Warehouse 
O Mattresses from £49 • Corner Groups • Sofa Beds 3 Lift and Rise Chairs • Tailor-made to suit individual requirements 

To view our full range please visit www.buysofasdirect.co.uk 

0% FINANCE INTEREST FREE PAY WEEKLY SCHEME 


Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 14-16 Trident Centre, Dudley (next to B&M) Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY 

0121 557 7171 01384 252453 0121 561 5386 


Lanjp liestauraqf $ Bar 

Fully licensed Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 




• BOOK NOW 
FOR EASTER -» 



FREE FUNCTION ROOM 

Seats up to 60 people 



tovnt M on 
^2*2/ Trip Advisor in 

tripadvisor Wednesbury 


BRUNSWICK I NEW 1 S - ° s 

PIQU RAP ■ new. 


Various food packages available 


18 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 

Open 7 days a week: 6pm - 12pm 


BOOK YOUR TAKEAWAY ONUNE! 

Tel: 0121 5053080/5054250 

www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk r# 
[[-“-I Lt£] | Q | T 


FISH BAR 

SRUNsvvk K 

UU»|Jll-'<IC«yJ 7 tISl To 


Mobs nssd 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALS 

- LUNCHTIME SPECIALS 

- KIDS MEAL DEALS 

- ALL DAY SPECIALS 



Want to learn 
something new? 



» Holiday Activities 
» School Groups 
* Adult/Children 
Group Bookings 

► Stabled & Grass 
Livery 

► DIY Livery and 
much more 


Sandwell Valley Riding Stables have 35 years 
experience with qualified staff and are 
members of the Pony Club and ABRS 


Sandwell Valley Riding Centre 
Wigmore Lane, West Bromwich 
B703SU 

0121 588 2103 / 07900 188079 
www.sandwellridingcentre.co.uk 


BENIAMINS 

Halesowen s Premier 
Wedding Venue 

Events 
Functions 
Rooms 
Catering 


ANY SATURDAY IN MAY 

BANQUETING SUITE 
ONLY £100 

When quoting this advert 


Birmingham Street Halesowen 

0121 602 0202 

www.benjaminsbanquet.co.uk 
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L CAKE 


For all your baking needs and 
celebration cakes ...pop in and see us 
3 Hagley Road, Halesowen B63 4PU 0121 448 2494 

^ Open: Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5pm, Sat- 9am- 2 pm ^ 


EVERYTHING HALF PRICE FROM 
19TH-30TH APRIL 


46 BIRMINGHAM ROAD, OLDBURY B69 4EE 
CALL NOW 0121 544 0071 


WE SUPPLY AND 

I FIT ALL TYPES 
OF FENCING & 

SLABBING 

www.sandwellsloneomifencingfcom'l 

40-45 Park Lane, 

Oldbury B69 4LP 

































































A SPRING IN 
THEIR STEPS 
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Why not come and try a traditional Turkish meal and bring the family 

Unit R3,10 New Square, West Bromwich B70 7PP 
www.turquoisekitchen.co.uk • Tel:0121 525 4145 

OPENING HOURS: Sunday to Wednesday 11.30am - 11.00pm, Thursday 11.30am - 11.00pm, 

Friday 11.30am - 11.00pm, Saturday 11.30am - 11.00pm 


BRAND NEW RESTAURANT 
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£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
£6.79 Sunday 






To Advertise Your Pub, 
Restaurant or Venue 
Here 


Please Call Daniel Eccles on 


01384 353 227 


or Email 

daniel.eccles@expressandstar.co.uk 


Well put the 'pop' 
back in pop music 


W ant to feel old? It’s 
been 20 years since 
Steps released their 
disco-tastic debut - 
and now they’re back 
to celebrate. And 

despite the two decades in between, 
The Ticket discovers not much has 
really changed. 

Hit 90s pop group Steps are playing a game. Lisa 
Scott-Lee and Claire Richards are trying to work out who 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was when they formed, 
almost 20 years ago, in May 1997. 

As they confer, a giggling Ian ‘H’ Watkins, sat behind 
the pair, slyly tickles their backs. Swatting him away, 
Claire correctly answers ‘Gordon Brown’ to the delight of 
her bandmates, who fall about laughing after H’s antics 
are revealed. 

It’s just one sign of the affinity and energy retained by 
the group, who split so acrimoniously at the turn of the 
millennium, when Claire and H decided they wanted to 
form a duo. 

Since then, of course, things have been patched up, 
and the band reformed in 2011 for a Sky Living series 
and a string of concerts. Now, more than five years on, 
with the exception of 39-year-old Claire, they have all 
celebrated their 40th birthdays, but that does little to 
deter their energy and positive affront. 

Hauling suitcases and carrying Pret takeaway bags, 
they bundle into the studio where they’re set to have a 
photo shoot. The five, completed by Lee Latchford-Evans 
and Faye Tozer, start swapping make-up and hairbrushes 
and finding plug sockets to charge their phones, giggling 
and breaking into song before finally taking their seats. 

The Ticket catches up with them 24 hours later, after 
the release of Scared Of The Dark, the lead track from 
their first album proper in 17 years (they released a 
Christmas record of largely covers in 2012), and the 
fivesome have somehow grown even more excitable. 

Taking over the corner of a restaurant in a London 
hotel, their manager, Adam, looking at his laptop, says, 
“We’re on Vice”. The comment is greeted with startled 
yelps - along with an inquisitive query: “Is that good?!” 

BOMBASTIC 

The Vice article declares Scared Of The Dark a 
‘bombastic, ABBA-referencing pop beast that will most 
certainly soundtrack someone’s post-divorce drinking 
this year’, declaring it ‘banger of the month’. 

This reaction has come as a complete surprise, says 
Lee, flanked by mum-of-two Claire, who arrives a little 
later than her band mates after completing the school 
run. 

“We didn’t know how people were going to take it,” 
confesses Lee. “We know fans love the old stuff, it’s been 
proven. But the new material, we thought, ‘Oh God, we’re 
from 20 years ago, the charts have changed, how they 
buy it has changed, how it charts. . . 

But all that doesn’t seem to have mattered. The group 
recall leaving the BBC in Salford after an interview a 
day or two before, when staff members lined the glass 
corridors to catch a glimpse of Steps passing through. 

Claire recalls: “There were loads of people asking for 
photos and autographs, and security told us they had 
never seen anything like it. They’ve had Bradley Cooper, 
Will.i.am and all these really amazing famous people in 
there, and they said this never happens. 

“I don’t actually know what is going on!” she adds, 
laughing. 

Although they still aren’t quite sure how the charts 
work (they repeatedly ask about the difference between 



streaming and buying), they take great delight in following 
Scared Of The Dark’s climb on the iTunes Store, and 
admit they’ve been sharing positions and updates via 
their WhatsApp group. 

They listened to the song’s first play on the radio in 
the car together - almost 20 years to the day after they 
gathered to hear their debut release, the now iconic 5, 6, 

7, 8. 

“It felt like we had started all over again,” reflects H. 
“There were tears, and shivers and camaraderie and love, 
and it was so amazing. We were together for 5, 6, 7, 8 
listening in a van. It feels like deja vu.” 

Their WhatsApp group is also what supported the 
band’s relaunch. With all five scattered around the globe 
now, it meant they could all receive instructions to post 
the same updates from their social media accounts at the 
same time. 

“I was in Dubai, Faye was in Mexico, H was in Wales, 
the other two were in London. We were all over the world 
waiting, pouncing with our phones pressing send,” 
explains Lee. 

“It was like, ‘Thunderbirds are go!”’ H chips in. “It was 
so exciting.” 

Probed on why now was right for the band’s third 
coming, the five are adamant it isn’t purely a gimmicky 
return to mark 20 years, but that they want to ‘inject pop 
back into pop music’. 

“New music the key for us to have a new energy with 
Steps,” says Faye, “because we couldn’t have asked the 
fans to come and see us again with just the old songs. 

We were so ready to give them something and I think it 
has breathed new life into us.” 

They promise the new record, Tears On The 
Dancefloor, despite its name, will add some colour and 
light relief to a ‘grey world’. 

“I think the world needs a bit of light-hearted fun,” says 
Lee, “Steps always brought that. We’ve got upbeat music, 
we like having a great time, we just want the audience 
to join in with us, forget their worries for a while and just 


There were tears, 
and shivers and 
camaraderie and 
love, it was amazing 


have a bit fun, and that’s what we want to bring back.” 

And the album wasn’t thrown together, he insists, but 
was two years in the making, and the band listened to 
around 50 tracks before settling on the final tracklist. 

“We are really protective of us,” explains Claire. 
“Protective of Steps. 

“It is ours, it is our legacy and we’re always very 
cautious about doing something that might damage that.” 

It’s clear, behind all the jokes and buoyancy, this is a 
group who really want this comeback to succeed. 

“Do you not think though that music, and fashion, have 
a 20-year cycle,” Faye reasons. 

After a pause, an unsure Watkins asks: “Does that 
mean we’ll do this again when we’re 60?” 

“Oh God, that scares me!” Tozer replies - but perhaps 
don’t bet against it. 

• Tears On The Dancefloor is out on April 21 while 
tickets to the Steps UK tour, Party On The Dancefloor, 
are on sale now. Visit www.stepsofficial.co.uk. Steps 
play Barclaycard Arena on December 1. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 























Jasper is ready to Stand 
Up and Rock again 


After 25 years of stand-up, Jasper Carrott 
decided he was done with live comedy. Until 
the Stand Up and Rock Tour with former 
ELO drummer Bev Bevan came about. 

During his career, spanning more than 40 years, 
proud Brummie Jasper has starred in numerous TV 
programmes, written books and even reached number 
five in the UK charts in 1975 with Funky Moped, 
produced by ELO’s Jeff Lynne. It sold more than half a 
million copies. 

Jasper, pictured with Bev and his other Stand 
Up and Rock co-stars, was granted the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 2008 British Comedy 
Awards. He first began doing shows at folk clubs 
across the Midlands, with Brummie Jasper hailing the 
Black Country as a ‘great place to work’. Well, he’s 
back in the Black Country to perform at Dudley Town 
Hall on Friday and Saturday, April 20 and 21. 

“The reason we’re doing so many shows in the Black 
Country is because of the wonderful audiences,” says 
Jasper, now aged 71. 


“When I was starting out in my career, going through 
the folk clubs, I loved it in the Black Country. 

“There were dozens of these folk clubs across 
the area back then, in Codsall, Tettenhall, Dudley, 
Kingswinford. I always had such a good time. 

“Dudley Town Hall, for example. It’s always 
somewhere I really look forward to performing.” 

Back in 2000 the star stopped doing stand-up, but 
it was the Stand Up And Rock tour back in 2014 which 
rekindled his love for live comedy. 

“It started off a few years back with Bev, who I’ve 
been mates with for 60 years. We realised there was a 
whole audience not being catered for, those aged 50 
and above. 

“By the time I hit the road I’ll be 72,” he says. “Ken 
Dodd’s 87 and he’s still doing it. That gives me some 
hope.” 

The line-up includes drummer Bev Bevan (ELO, The 
Move) and singer Geoff Turton (The Rockin’ Berries) 
plus Phil Tree, Tony Kelsey, Abby Brant and newcomer 
Suzi Woo. See www.dudley.gov.uk/entertainment or 
call (01384) 812 812. 


Kinks musical wi 
really get you 

SUNNY Afternoon the Olivier tumultuous time of eu 


SUNNY Afternoon the Olivier 
Award-winning West End 
hit featuring the music of 
Ray Davies and The Kinks, 
visits Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday, April 18 to 22. 

The tour stars Ryan O’Donnell 
as Ray Davies (pictured) with Mark 
Newnham as his battling brother 
Dave, Garmon Rhys as bassist 
Pete Quaife and Andrew Gallo as 
drummer Mick Avory 

The Kinks exploded onto the 60s 
music scene with a raw energetic 
new sound that rocked a nation. 

But one of the era’s most iconic 
British bands experienced a 


tumultuous time of euphoric highs 
and agonising lows, leaving a 
musical legacy that influenced later 
generations, from You Really Got 
Me, via Waterloo Sunset to Lola. 

The acclaimed show won four 
accolades at the 2015 Olivier 
Awards including Best New Musical 
and Outstanding Achievement in 
Music for Ray Davies. Following a 
sell-out run at Hampstead Theatre, 
Sunny Afternoon opened to critical 
acclaim at the Harold Pinter Theatre 
in London’s West End in October 
2014 and had its final London 
performance two years later. 

Sunny Afternoon has music and 
lyrics by Ray Davies with a book 
by Joe Penhall from an original 



Davies. Contact grandtheatre.co.uk 
or call 01902 429212. 

Meanwhile, On April 21, Ray 
Davies will release his first new 
album in more than nine years, 
Americana, via Legacy Recordings. 
The 15-track collection of originals 
serves as a master-crafted return 
for one of the most highly-rated 
songwriters of the past 50 years, 
and follows Davies’ 2013 memoir of 
the same name. 

Using the book as both source 
material and catalyst, Davies 
enlisted The Jayhawks as his 
backing band and recorded the 
album at Konk, the London studio 
founded by The Kinks in 1973. 


A new Lord of 
the Dance 

More than 40 of the finest 
young dancers will feature 
in Michael Flatley’s 
spectacular Lord of 
the Dance: Dangerous 
Games at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham, from 
Wednesday to Sunday, 

April 19 to 23. 

Though he no longer 
appears, the production has 
been created, choreographed 
and directed by Irish dance superstar Flatley. 

This UK tour will star his proteges James Keegan, 
Morgan Comer and Mathew Smith as Lord of the 
Dance. See www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 


Band ready to make 
another Splashh 

Indie rock band Splashh release their second album, 
Waiting A Lifetime, tomorrow (Friday) and have a 
gig at Birmingham venue the Hare and Hounds on 
Thursday, April 20. 

After a brief relocation to New York, the London- 
based Anglo-Aussie outfit recorded Waiting A Lifetime 
in Brooklyn with producer Nicolas Vernhes (War on 
Drugs, Deerhunter, Animal Collective). Featuring 
bassist Tom Beal, formerly of Wolverhampton band 
Ripchord, the new album is sometimes more raucous 
than their slacker-rock debut, Comfort, five years ago. 
Splashh was formed in 2012 by Sasha Carlson and 
Toto Vivian, friends from suburban Australia. The line¬ 
up is completed by Beal and Jaie Gonzales. 

They will be supported by The Americas and Phones 
at the Kings Heath venue. Tickets £8 in advance. 
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THUR 13/04/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 14/04/17 
STACY GREEN PLUS 
DISCO 

SAT 15/04/17 
CLUB BERLIN 
SUN 16/04/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 17/04/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 18/04/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 19/04/17 
ADRIAN MICHAELS 
THUR 20/04/17 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE 


DAI LY CflRVERY 

(o A 


[£ 3:451 


We also serve 

GREAT I 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS' 


I SUNDAY! 

CARVERY 

LE4.95 


P* HI * _I High Street, Blackheath 

. Tel: 0121 561 5599 

MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 
^ .., Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

e serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


THE HARRIER 

FINEST INDIAN CUISINE & BBQ 


FREE Function Room Available 
Childrens Play Area Outside Seating Area 

ANY FUNCTION CATERED FOR BIRTHDAYS 
• CHRISTENINGS • WEDDINGS etc 


BANK HOUDAY 
WEEKEND 

Friday 14th April 

DISCO 

Saturday 15th April 

DISCO 

Easter Sunday 

UVE ENTERTAINMENT 

3pm - 6pm 

Bank FHoliday Monday 

UVE ENTERTAINMENT 

3pm - 6pm 


POWIS AVENUE, TIPTON DY4 ONF 
0121 5573896 ^spo,. f 




RH' 


16th April 
6pm - 9pm 


llndian Restaurant & Indian Takeaway 

i Delicious freshly cooked Indian food 
Musing traditional herbs^M 
and spices 

Bhbeim 


Carling £2.55 pint 
Fosters £2.30 pint 


[Curry N Grill 
i House 


* Strongbow £2.80 pint 

178 Walsall Road, West Bromwich, B71 3LH T: 0121 588 5755 

info@curryngrillhouse.co.uk www.curryngrillhouse.co.uk 
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Doctor Who 
(BBC1, 7.20pm) 

New series. Peter Capaldi's 
eccentric, era-hopping 
Time Lord returns for his final 
series. However, before he 
hands over the key to the 
Tardis to his as-yet-undecided 
successor, there's the matter 
of the girl with a star in her 
eye to deal with. A chance 
encounter brings Bill Potts 
into contact with the Doctor, 
who is conducting a secret 
mission on Earth. What follows 
is a terrifying chase across 
time and space, one that 
opens Bill's mind to the 
prospect of a bigger and wider 
universe than she'd ever 
imagined. Pearl Mackie makes 
her debut Doctor Who 
appearance as new 
companion Bill, while Matt 
Lucas also stars as the 
Doctor's old ally Nardole. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute 
Favourites. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. The 
afternoon session on day one at the 
Crucible Theatre. 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 
Who Dares Wins. 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present as famous faces take part 
in the general knowledge quiz in 
which they try to come up with the 
least likely correct answers to a 
series of questions posed to 
members of the public. 

7.20 Doctor Who. New series. Peter 
Capaldi returns, as a secret 
mission brings the Time Lord and 
his sardonic assistant Nardole into 
contact with a girl with a star in her 
eye. With Pearl Mackie. 

8.10 Casualty. A man turns to arson to 
bring justice to a bullying boss, 
unaware that he has placed his 
own wife in mortal danger. 
Meanwhile, Jez finds himself in 
bed with Elle’s 17-year-old son. 

9.00 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. Agnes 
Brown and her brood are joined in 
their studio-home by another 
selection of famous faces, 
including comedian and presenter 
Sue Perkins and Diversity’s Ashley 
Banjo, who brings his mum 
Danielle to meet the formidable 
Irish matriarch. Former Silent 
Witness star Emilia Fox, most 
recently seen trying to solve the 
mystery of The Missing Crown 
Jewels in Ant and Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway, becomes the 
latest unsuspecting star to join 
Dermot and Buster on their 
Celebrity Tour venture, and Aston 
Merrygold - whose latest single 
Show Me was released last month 
- provides this week’s music. 
10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, which 
include Southampton v 
Manchester City. 

II. 45 Film: Rescue Dawn. (2006) 

Werner Herzog’s Vietnam War 
drama, starring Christian Bale and 
Steve Zahn. 

1.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 Film: Up Periscope. (1959) 7.55 
Film: The Heroes of Telemark. (1965) 
10.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.00 Track Cycling 
World Championships. Live coverage 
day four at Hong Kong Velodrome. 3.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 4.30 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. The 
afternoon session on day one at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield. 5.30 
Nature’s Weirdest Events. (R) 5.45 
Easter from King’s 2017. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 

Championship. Coverage of the 
concluding session on the opening 
day of the ranking tournament at 
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
where the first-round matches 
featuring Mark Selby and Anthony 
McGill reach a conclusion. Selby is 
given the honour of being involved 
in the first fixture of the 
tournament in his role as reigning 
champion, but will be well aware 
that several winners have fallen at 
the first hurdle the following year, 
as the unique pressure of 
defending the title in the intimate 
surroundings of the Crucible have 
their effect. 

8.00 Grand Tours of Scotland. Paul 
Murton travels from Loch Tay in 
Perthshire to the spa town of 
Strathpeffer, via the Rannoch 
Moor wilderness and the mountain 
of Buachaille Etive Mor. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Classic comedy, 
starring Arthur Lowe and John Le 
Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. 

9.45 Film: War of the Worlds. (2005) A 
divorced father’s rare weekend 
with his two estranged children 
descends into horror when alien 
war machines rise from beneath 
Earth and begin to systematically 
destroy every human being in their 
path - leaving the man with the 
dangerous task of getting his kids 
to safety. Steven Spielberg’s sci-fi 
thriller, based on HG Wells’ novel, 
with Tom Cruise, Dakota Fanning, 
Justin Chatwin, Miranda Otto and 
Tim Robbins. 

11.35 Snooker: The World 
Championship. Jason 
Mohammad presents highlights of 
the evening session on the 
opening day at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield, where two 
first-round matches were 
scheduled to conclude. 

12.25 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Weekend. 10.25 James 
Martin’s French Adventure. (R) 11.25 
ITV News; Weather. 11 .35 Film: The 
Flintstones. (1994) 1.20 Film: The 
Secret of My Success. (1987) Comedy, 
starring Michael J Fox. 3.30 Tipping 
Point. (R) 4.30 Fantastic Beasts and JK 
Rowling’s Wizarding World. (R) 5.30 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 Operation Magic. Illusionist and 
Britain’s Got Talent 2016 winner 
Richard Jones performs a special 
magic show for his former 
comrades-in-arms in the Army. 
7.00 Take Me Out. New series. A 
model, a circus performer, a 
football coach and a salesman try 
to get the female participants to 
keep their lights on. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. New series. 
The nationwide talent search, 
which gives members of the public 
a chance to show oft their 
remarkable signature skills, 
returns for an 11 th series. As ever, 
Ant and Dec take on hosting 
duties, heading backstage to chat 
with the scores of auditionees 
queuing up for their chance at 
stardom, while Alesha Dixon and 
David Walliams come back for 
their sixth year on the judging 
panel alongside veterans Simon 
Cowell and Amanda Holden. Even 
at this early stage, reports from 
the audition recording stages 
indicate that some of the acts have 
made a strong impression on the 
judges - but whether that will work 
in their favour remains to be seen. 

9.25 Film: The Expendables. (2010) 
Action thriller, directed by and 
starring Sylvester Stallone. With 
Jason Statham. 

10. 25 ITV News; Weather. 

10.40 Film: The Expendables. (2010) 
Continued. 

11.40 The Chase. (R) 

12.30 Jackpot247. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Triathlon: Super League Triathlon. 
7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 11.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.20 Extreme Food. 

12.55 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Practice 3 Live. Coverage from the 
Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir. 

2.25 FI Meets Murray Walker. 2.55 
Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix Qualifying 
Live. From the Bahrain International 
Circuit in Sakhir (Start-time 4.00pm). 

5.30 Travel Man: 48 Hours in Naples. (R) 
6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Film: The BookThief. (2013) 
Premiere. A girl separated from 
her family is raised by foster 
parents in Nazi Germany, who 
instill in her a love of reading. She 
is horrified by the book burnings 
and tries to save volumes from the 
flames, while she and her adoptive 
family provide a safe hiding place 
for a Jewish boy. Drama based on 
Markus Zusak’s novel, starring 
Sophie Nelisse, Geoffrey Rush and 
Emily Watson. 

9.00 Film: The Imitation Game. (2014) 
Biopic of mathematician Alan 
Turing, whose work during the 
Second World War translated 
seemingly unbreakable Nazi codes 
as well as pioneering the 
development of computer 
technology. In the years following 
the war, his life would be 
destroyed as his homosexuality 
was discovered, leaving him facing 
criminal charges. Starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch, Keira 
Knightley and Charles Dance. 
11.15Film: Solomon Kane. (2010) A 
17th-century mercenary fights to 
redeem himself for his past sins 
by rescuing a kidnapped girl from 
an evil sorcerer. Fantasy thriller, 
with James Purefoy and Pete 
Postlethwaite. 

1.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
Arizona bistro owners who have a 
contempt for customer feedback. (R) 

1.55 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Liam’s fury 
with Grace grows and he has a plan for 
those closest to her. (R) 4.00 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. From Reigate in 
Surrey. (R) 4.50 Four in a Bed. (R) 5.15 
Location, Location, Location. House¬ 
hunting in west London. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football on 5: 

The Championship. (R) 11.15 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.40 Police 
Interceptors Unleashed. (R) 12.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.10 Bargain Bride on 
Benefits. (R) 2.10 On Benefits: Life on 
the Dole. (R) 3.15 On Benefits: Life on 
the Dole. (R) 4.15 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 5.15 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents have an explosive run- 
in with a debtor as they try to 
retrieve £1,800 owed by a car 
dealership, and in Derbyshire, two 
officers try to collect more than 
£1,500 in unpaid parking fines. 
Elsewhere, Max and Paul are in 
London as they attempt to recover 
£2,000 owed by a property 
company, but an employee refuses 
to let them enter. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. Part two of 
two. Kensi goes in search of her 
father’s killer, before bumping into 
her mother, who she has not seen 
for more than 15 years. 

8.00 NCIS. The team looks into a raid 
on a naval base, and Dr Cyril Taft - 
the surgeon who saved Gibbs’ life 
- experiences the thrill of assisting 
on an investigation. Assigned to 
treat Gibbs’ suspect, Taft manages 
to uncover evidence that may 
prove crucial to solving the case. 
Meanwhile, DiNozzo pays his old 
flame Jeanne Benoit a visit as he 
chases a lead involving doctors in 
Sudan. Guest starring John Cryer. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments: The 00s. A look back at 
the noughties, which witnessed 
the birth of reality TV and some 
bizarre scenes caught on camera - 
from George Galloway’s turn as a 
cat in Celebrity Big Brother, to 
Katie Price and Peter Andre’s love 
affair and Gillian McKeith’s fit of 
the vapours on I’m a Celebrity. It 
was also the decade that saw 
Susan Boyle shock the judges on 
Britain’s Got Talent, Miley Cyrus 
cause a storm at the VMAs, 

Robbie Williams rejoin Take That, 
and Kate Moss dabble with 
cocaine. There are also reflections 
on incidents involving Tiger 
Woods, Lance Armstrong and 
Wayne Rooney. (R) 

11.55 Access. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Knock 
Off. (1998) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Silk Road 8.00 Tankies: Tank 
Heroes of WWII 9.00 Film: Department 
Q: The Absent One (2014) 10.55 Top of 
the Pops: 1983 12.05 Chas & Dave: Last 
Orders 1.05 London Songs at the BBC 
2.05 Squeeze: Take Me I’m Yours 3.05 
Sounds of the Eighties 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.35 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
10 Daredevils 1.40 Grease: Live 4.40 
Film: Happy Feet (2006) 5.40 FYI Daily 

5.45 Film: Happy Feet (2006) 6.45 Film: 
Bean (1997) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: 
Bean (1997) 8.30 Scorpion 9.25 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 10.30 Celebrity Juice 

11.20 Family Guy 12.45 American Dad! 

1.45 Through the Keyhole 2.35 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.30 Film: Holiday on the Buses (1973) 

12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 Film: Holiday on 
the Buses (1973) 1.15 Film: Carry On 
Abroad (1972) 2.15 FYI Daily 2.20 Film: 
Carry On Abroad (1972) 3.05 Film: Carry 
On Doctor (1967) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 
Film: Carry On Doctor (1967) 5.05 Film: 
Carry On Behind (1975) 6.05 FYI Daily 
6.10 Film: Carry On Behind (1975) 7.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 

ITV4 

11.00 Pawn Stars 1.30 ITV Racing Live 
from Musselburgh and Haydock Park. 
Coverage of today’s race meetings at 
Musselburgh and Haydock Park. 4.00 
Film: The Land That Time Forgot (1975) 
5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The Land That 
Time Forgot (1975) 5.50 It’s Not Rocket 
Science 6.55 Fierce 7.55 River Monsters 
9.00 Film: Clear and Present Danger 
(1994) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Clear 
and Present Danger (1994) 11.50 Film: 
Awake (2007) 12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: 
Awake (2007) 1.35 Fifth Gear 2.25 
Hogan’s Heroes 
E4 

12.30 The Goldbergs 3.00 Film: 

Evolution (2001) 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Taken 2 (2012) 10.50 
Gogglebox 12.50 Celebrity First Dates 

I. 50 Naked Attraction 2.50 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.35 Gogglebox 
Film4 

II. 00 Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010) 1.00 
Home Alone (1990) 3.10 Stuart Little 
(1999) 4.50 Ice Age: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs (2009) 6.45 The River Wild 
(1994) 9.00 X-Men: First Class (2011) 
11.35 The Windmill Massacre (2016) 
1.15 Resident Evil: Apocalypse (2004) 
3.25 Close 


old r** i ravei 

^ Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 



Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 


& Oxford 

2 DAYS ONLY 1 

Departing Wednesday 

21 June 2017 

£ 169- 95pp 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/NRN333 


QUOTE CODE: NRN333 


PRICE INCLUDES 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 
4 star hotel within 30 miles " 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Windsor Enclosure at Royal Ascot on 
Ladies’ Day, with coach transfer (ticket upgrade available at 
a supplement) 

✓ A visit to Oxford 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 


with brunch 

DAY 

Thursday 22 June 2017 

EXCURSION 

ONLY 

PRICE INCLUDES 

✓ A brunch-time full English 

£ 99.95pp 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/FPW172 



QUOTE CODE: FPW172 


STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 
SERVICE CENTRE 

AS FROM 1 ST MAY WE WILL ★ 
BE MOVING TO VOLKES * 

★ AUTOS, 63A GREAT BRIDGE * 
^ STREET, B70 ODA. * ^ 


★ . * 

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


jwednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedr ooms LTD 

I Friendly advise 
from a family run 
* business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling | 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com . 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /§ 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm'— 



Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 


Are you a 
member of a 
local 

voluntary 

group? 

Do you have 
a good news 
story? 

Do you need 
to promote 
an event for a 
charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle 
needs local news stories 
for your local paper for 
you the local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 
























































Maigret's Night at the 

Crossroads 

(ITV, 8.00pm) 

The detective interrogates a 
mysterious Dane who has 
been caught with the dead 
body of a diamond dealer in 
his car, and who proves 
entirely resistant to his 
questioning. Maigret is 
convinced his suspect's sister 
may know something, but 
soon discovers that everyone 
in the small rural town where 
they live is hiding something. 
Guest starring Tom Wlaschiha 
(Game of Thrones) and Kevin 
McNally (the Pirates of the 
Caribbean movies). With 
Rowan Atkinson, Lucy Cohu, 
Shaun Dingwall, Mark Heap, 
Leo Staar, Aidan McArdle, Mia 
Jexen, Stephen Wright, Robin 
Weaver, Ben Caplan, 
Catherine Kanterand Paul 
Chahidi. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 Easter Day 
Service - Live from Hereford Cathedral. 
11.00 Urbi etOrbi. 11.25 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 

(R) 1.15 BBC News; Weather. 1.30 
Regional Programme. 2.15 Film: Cool 
Runnings. (1993) Fact-based sporting 
comedy, starring John Candy. 3.50 
Spring: Earth’s Seasonal Secrets. 4.50 
Lifeline. 5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 
Galapagos. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker takes part 
in a pace egg rolling challenge in 
Lancashire and meets an artist 
who decorates eggs for a living, 
while Anita Rani follows a walk 
through the region’s hills set up to 
commemorate the witch trials that 
occurred 400 years ago. Steve 
Brown visits Brockholes nature 
reserve in the hope of seeing 
boxing hares, Adam Henson goes 
shopping for pigs, and Tom Heap 
reports on an MRSA outbreak in 
Denmark. Including weather for 
the week ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
returns for a second episode from 
Pembroke Castle in West Wales. 
Items brought in to be valued 
include a sapphire ring that 
changes colour in different light, a 
papal hat that once belonged to 
Pope Pius XII, and a collection of 
Anglo-Indian paintings from 1780 
that were once used to decorate a 
village’s scout hut. 

9.00 Line of Duty. The AC-12 

investigation intensifies in light of 
recent developments, and new 
forensic anomalies lead the 
detectives to a major 
breakthrough. Meanwhile, Nick 
Huntley comes under scrutiny. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman presents highlights of 
the day’s Premier League action, 
featuring West Bromwich Albion v 
Liverpool. 

11.30 I’m Different: Let Me Drive. An 

autistic driver passes his test, but 
finds his parents do not want him 
to drive on his own, so takes a 
pass plus test. Another learner 
tries to keep her twitches under 
control. 

12.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.05 BBC News. 



BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 


6.30 The Beechgrove Garden. 7.00 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

10.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Track Cycling World 
Championships. 2.15 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. Coverage of the 
second session on the second day. 

6.00 Inside the Factory: Shoes. Gregg 

Wallace visits the UK’s largest 
sports shoe factory to see how 
3,500 pairs of trainers are made 
every day, before meeting the man 
who comes up with the latest 
designs. Cherry Healey gets 
hands-on in a tannery, helping to 
process thousands of rawhides 
into finished leather for the 
nation’s shoes, and finds out how 
a ballet company painstakingly 
create 250,000 ballet shoes per 
year. Ruth Goodman reveals how, 
when the sewing machine was 
first introduced into shoe factories 
in the mid-19th century, traditional 
shoemakers went on strike to 
rebel against joining a restrictive 
production line. (R) 

7.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the grand 
final between robots Aftershock, 
Eruption, Ironside 3, Concussion, 
Carbide and an unconfirmed wild 
card. Last in the series. 

8.00 Top Gear. Chris and Rory take a 
road trip across Cuba, Matt LeBlanc 
test drives the Mercedes-AMG GT R, 
and Ross Noble is this week’s Star in 
a Reasonably Fast Car. 

9.00 Colombia with Simon Reeve. The 
resenter explores the country as 
0 years of civil war draws to a 
close, meeting farmers in need of 
government support and guerrilla 
fighters who have pledged to lay 
down arms. 

10.00 Film: At Any Price. (2012) 
Premiere. A farmer and his 
rebellious race driver son are 
forced to pull together as the 
family business comes under a 
series of threats. Drama, starring 
Dennis Quaid and Zac Efron. 

II. 40 Snooker: The World 

Championship. Jason 
Mohammad introduces the 
evening session on day two at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
which featured two matches in the 
first round, involving Marco Fu 
and Mark Allen. 

12.30 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.30 Countryfile. (R) 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.20 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Weekend. 10.20 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 11.25 Wild Australia with Ray 
Mears. (R) 11.50 ITV News; Weather. 
12.00 Film: Thunderball. (1965) 2.35 
Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.00 Little Big 
Shots. (R) 5.00 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.15 ITV News; Weather. 5.30 
Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. (R) 

6.00 The Voice: The Winner’s Story. A 
celebration of this year’s winner of 
the talent show, looking back at 
their appearances in the series and 
catching up with them in the 
aftermath of their success in the 
final. 

7.00 Five Gold Rings. Game show, 
hosted by Phillip Schofield, in 
which two sisters take on a 
married couple to answer visual 
questions by placing rings on an 
LED floor. Last in the series. 

8.00 Maigret’s Night at the 
Crossroads. The detective 
interrogates a mysterious Dane 
who has been caught with a dead 
body in his car in a rural town - 
but finds all the locals seem to be 
hiding something. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Lethal Weapon. As Riggs and 
Murtaugh examine the murder of 
one of LA’s fashion expeditors, 
they follow a trail of evidence that 
leads them to a dangerous 
underground investigation led by 
the DEA. (R) 

II.IOThe Nightly Show Best Bits. 

Highlights of the seventh week of 
the entertainment show, with 
Jason Manford presenting a mix of 
topical monologues, studio 
games, celebrity guests, stand-up 
and video clips. 

11.40 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the 20th round of fixtures, 
which included Harlequins v 
Exeter Chiefs, Bristol v Wasps, and 
Northampton Saints v Saracens. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Cube. (R) 

3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Ice Age: The Great Egg-Scapade. (R) 

I. 00 Film: Hop. (2011) Part-animated 
comedy, starring James Marsden. 2.50 
Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix Live Build- 
Up. Previewing the third round of the 
season. 3.50 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand 
Prix Live. Coverage of the third round of 
the season (Start-time 4.00pm). 

6.15 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Live Reaction. Steve Jones 
presents reaction to the third 
round of the season, which took 
place at the Bahrain International 
Circuit in Sakhir. 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Kevin McCloud’s Escape to the 
Wild. Kevin travels to Central 
America to meet British family-of- 
five the Atkinsons, who have quit 
London to live a simpler existence 
in the rainforests of Belize. As he 
attempts to understand their 
motivations for the move, he 
suffers from the heat, is attacked 
by swarms of biting insects and 
shares his mud hut with a large 
scorpion, but begins to appreciate 
the rewards of a simple jungle life, 
one in which they’ve constructed a 
two-storey building entirely from 
recycled rubbish. (R) 

8.00 Rome’s Sunken Secrets. 
Documentary exploring the 
underwater ruins of an ancient 
Roman city located in the Bay of 
Naples, revealing how the volcanic 
landscape led to its destruction. 
9.00 Homeland. Dar scrambles to get 
his plan back on track, Saul and 
Keane deal with some fallout from 
her interview, and Carrie realises 
that she and Quinn must act fast. 
Last in the series. 

10.10 Gogglebox. Capturing the 
households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 

II. 05 Film: East Is East. (1999) Two 

Asian teenagers in 1970s Salford 
are horrified when their 
traditionally minded father plans 
arranged marriages for them. 
Comedy drama, starring Om Puri 
and Jimi Mistry. 

1.00 Film: Kingpin. (1996) 3.00 Gillette 
World Sport. 3.30 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 
3.55 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 

(R) 4.10 Four in a Bed. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 Mr 
Men. 6.20 Mofy. 6.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 

6.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.00 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 
Oily the Little White Van. 7.20 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.05 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. 8.30 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.15 Peppa Pig. 

9.35 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.45 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.20 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 

10.45 Grannies Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 11.45 Playful Pups Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 12.45 Film: 
Watership Down. (1978) Animated 
drama, with the voice of John Hurt. 2.30 
Greatest Animated Movies. (R) 5.20 
Film: Oliver! (1968) Musical, starring 
Ron Moody. 

8.00 Naughty Cats Make You Laugh 
Out Loud. Compilation of internet 
videos featuring cats doing bizarre 
and humorous things. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Prince Story: Icon, Genius, 
Slave. Documentary exploring the 
singer’s troubled private life, 
exploring the emotional turmoil 
that inspired some of his most 
famous songs. The programme 
examines some of the more 
unusual incidents in his career, 
including his failed marriage and 
changing his name to a symbol, as 
well as the circumstances that led 
him to die alone. 

11.05 Film: Purple Rain. (1984) A 
talented but arrogant musician 
with a troubled home life tries to 
make a name for himself and win 
the heart of a fellow singer. 

Musical drama, with Prince and 
Apollonia Kotero. 

1.10 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Body of Proof. Part two of 
two. Megan finds a bomb implanted in Dr 
Wallace’s latest victim and receives a 
phone call telling her to bring the device 
to a rendezvous point or Lacey will be 
killed. (R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. The use of CCTV in policing 
large crowds and bringing rioters to 
justice. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. A West 
Midlands home is overhauled. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. The work of an animal 
sanctuary. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. 

Virgil gets the blame for breaking a vase. 
(R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. Maxi and 
Roary argue over which of them is faster. 
(R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Messiah at the Foundling Hospital 
8.00 Darcey Bussell’s Looking for Audrey 
9.00 Shakespeare’s Mother: The Secret 
Life of a Tudor Woman 10.00 The Killer 
Wave of 1607 10.50 The Mystery of 
Rome’s X Tomb 11.50 The Story of 
Maths 12.50 Cleopatra: A Timewatch 
Guide 1.50 Pugin: God’s Own Architect 
ITV2 

11.30 Britain’s Got Talent 1.00 
2Awesome 1.05 2Awesome: Guidance 

1.35 2Awesome: Third Wheel 1.55 
2Awesome: LA Story 2.05 2Awesome: 
Side Effects 2.35 You’ve Been Framed! 
Gold 3.05 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 4.10 FYI Daily 4.15 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 4.50 Film: 
Despicable Me 2 (2013) 5.50 FYI Daily 
5.55 Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 6.55 
Film: The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug (2013) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: 
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug 
(2013) 10.00 Family Guy 

ITV3 

11.40 Film: Mutiny on the Buses (1972) 

12.40 FYI Daily 12.45 Film: Mutiny on 
the Buses (1972) 1.25 Film: Carry On 
Dick (1974) 2.25 FYI Daily 2.30 Film: 
Carry On Dick (1974) 3.15 Film: Carry 
On Again Doctor (1969) 4.15 FYI Daily 
4.20 Film: Carry On Again Doctor (1969) 
5.05 Film: Carry On Up the Khyber 
(1968) 6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: Carry 
On Up the Khyber (1968) 6.55 Film: That 
Riviera Touch (1966) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 
Film: That Riviera Touch (1966) 9.00 
Morecambe and Wise Forever 10.00 It’ll 
Be Alright on the Night 11.00 Lewis 
ITV4 

6.15 Football’s Greatest: Bobby Charlton 

6.35 Pawn Stars 7.00 The Big Fish Off 
8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 9.05 
Film: The Dirty Dozen (1967) 10.05 FYI 
Daily 10.10 Film: The Dirty Dozen (1967) 
12.10 Film: United 93 (2006) 1.10 FYI 
Daily 1.15 Film: United 93 (2006) 

E4 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory 12.30 The 
Goldbergs 2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.00 
Film: We Bought a Zoo (2011) 5.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 11.00 E4’s 
Tattoo Artist of the Year 12.05 Naked 
Attraction 1.05 Bizarre ER 2.05 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 
Film4 

11.00 Marmaduke (2010) 1.00 Young 
Sherlock Holmes (1985) 3.15 Stuart 
Little 2 (2002) 4.50 Ice Age: Continental 
Drift (2012) 6.35 Mission: Impossible 2 
(2000) 9.00 Bridesmaids (2011) 11.25 
Sin City: A Dame to Kill For (2014) 


ADVERTISEMENT 


A RESURGENCE of an old idea 
has caught the attention of the 
British Dental Journal as the latest 
non-invasive system to secure oral 
prosthetics. 

Traditionally, patients with flat gums 
- often the result of the natural ageing 
process - always present clinical 
challenges in the denture prescribing 
process and often implant stabilisation is 
the solution of choice. 

But the Suction Cup System (not to be 
confused with suction valve dentures) is 
the latest hot news in denture provision 
and it’s now available at the Denture 
Clinic in North Street, Dudley. 

The science is borrowed from the octopus 
- its soft suckers, of which there are many 
on its tentacles, combining to create an 
extremely firm grip. 



which continues to attract patients from all 
over the UK and beyond, says: “We have 
tooled up for this new process and it’s a 
great addition to a wide range of solutions 
already available at the Denture Clinic. 

Full potential 

“Having our own laboratory, staffed with 
very talented technicians, allows us to 
explore the full potential of this revived 
technology, which was originally patented 
more than 100 years ago. 

“We have thoroughly researched 
the process, and manufacturing these 
prosthetics with their multiplicity of 
tiny soft suction cups presents it’s own 
challenges. 

It does, however, deliver a new, non- 
invasive alternative for denture wearers. 
Many of whom present every week with 



examples of how ill-fitting prosthetics 
have stopped them eating properly, eroded 
confidence compromised their lifestyle. 

“The common problem is that the vital 
oral structures for normal denture retention 
have been lost and for those people these 
so-called ‘octopus dentures’ may offer a 
solution. 

“We are very pleased to offer this 
treatment, but it must be made clear, that 
just like other suction denture solutions, it 
will not be suitable for everyone.” 

Vanguard 

So how does it work? A soft silicone 
lining is used to make the cups and under 
bite pressure a stabilising sucking vacuum 
is created to hold the dentures against the 
soft tissues of the mouth. 

“Technology is advancing so rapidly and 
we are determined to keep on the very 
cusp of developments, so here we are 
again in the vanguard of delivering this 
treatment described by the manufacturers 
as ‘a revolution in denture stability’,” adds 
Steven. 


‘Octopus’ technology offers hope on stability problems 


Cups for the dentures are moulded into a 
traditional-looking prescription using soft 
silicone rubber and can benefit upper and 
lower teeth. They are effectively micro 
suckers which can be built into the denture 
where the soft tissue contact area is likely 
to offer poor adhesion. 

This process allows the technician to 
tailor the suction to match the patients 
gum shape and stability requirements. 

For the tens of thousands of people 


whose lifestyle is forever compromised by 
poorly functioning dentures that tilt, slip 
and slide, the Suction Cup System offers a 
potential solution without surgery. 

There are many reasons that compromise 
denture retention, but the most common 
detrimental oral change is a wasting away 
of the normally raised gum profile that 
remains after teeth removal. 

The end result is a significant decrease in 
denture base support and ability to retain 


the prosthesis. While it is possible to 
surgically enhance the gum profile and/or 
place implants, not all patients are surgical 
candidates, or indeed, wish to be. 

A clear indicator of whether dentures fit 
correctly is the amount of fixative used, 
how many times it needs to be reapplied 
during a day and critically, whether you 
have confidence in your teeth. 

Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
(GDC 108353), principal of the clinic 
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Want to know more? 
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Book in for a complimentary 
first consultation. 
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i Suction, dentures, ^ Complete, dentures, Partial dentures. 


Copy dentures Implant-retained dentures, * Repairs, 




For appointments at all clinics call 5 North street Dudley 

f\Qf\f\ HOQCHOC West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
■ 1 J I fmZm www.denture-clinic.co.uk 
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Denture Clinic also located at: 
Richmond House 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, BBC2,10pm 

Bruno, a boy in Nazi Germany, moves to the country 
when his father is placed in charge of a concentration 
camp. While exploring the woods close to the facility’s 
boundary, he spots a Jewish youngster being held 
there, and the two become friends - but Bruno 
remains innocently oblivious to the camp’s true 
purpose. Drama, starring David Thewlis, Asa 
Butterfield and Jack Scanlon. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

A Housekeeper’s Revenge, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A student fears for her life after a number of disturbing 
occurrences, leaving her desperately searching for the 
culprit. The search leads to her family housemaid - 
unaware their connection is much deeper than 
expected. Thriller, starring Chrysti Ane, Lee Broda, 
Kenton Duty and Doug Haley. (2016) 



WEDNESDAY 

Byzantium, Channel 4,1.35am 

Two female vampires spend centuries on the run from 
an order of their own kind, who object to women 
becoming undead. They hide out in a seaside town, 
where one uses a brothel as a means to find men to 
feed on, while the other forms a bond with a terminally 
ill boy - but their past soon catches up with them. 
Horror, starring Gemma Arterton, Saoirse Ronan and 
Jonny Lee Miller. (2012) 

THURSDAY 

A Husband’s Confession, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A preacher’s life is derailed when the son he never 
knew he had appears in town, just as his wayward 
teenage niece goes missing. Drama, starring JR 
Bourne. Edited for daytime broadcast. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Dinner for Schmucks, BBC1,11.50pm 

An ambitious executive hopes to win a mean-spirited 
contest held by his bosses to find the most ridiculous 
dinner-party guest for everyone to mock. He thinks he 
has found the perfect winning entry when he meets a 
dim-witted and socially awkward amateur taxidermist 
- but has to contend with pretending they are friends. 
Comedy, with Steve Carell and Paul Rudd. (2010) 


Returning series hopes to 
keep the winning formula 


D ubbed ‘the sexiest TV drama 
ever’ and the most expensive 
French TV series made to 
date, (each show cost twice as much 
as an episode of Downton Abbey), 
Versailles arrived on our screens in 
2015 with massive expectations. 

The period drama raised 
eyebrows with its gratuitous sex 
scenes in the first few episodes, but 
viewers soon became hooked on 
the intrigue and scandal in Louis 
XIV’s court. 

The absolute monarch who built 
the vast Chateau de Versailles and 
set France on a path towards a 
revolution that would come 
decades after his death, has been 
the subject of many mini-series and 
films over the years. 

But French broadcaster Canal+ 
decided to sidestep the cliche of a 
powerful old monarch in tights, 
instead hiring two Hollywood-based 
British writers, David Wolstencroft 
and Simon Mirren, and focusing on 
the king in his 20s, fragile and 
vulnerable, as he decides to build 
the palace and move the whole 
court from Paris. 


It’s the story of a paranoid young 
man’s image control, his plotting, 
bed-hopping and his love-hate 
relationship with his younger 
brother Philippe, Duke of Orleans, 
known during Louis’s reign as 
Monsieur. 

The first series came to a dramatic 
finale in late 2015, when the king’s 
sister-in-law Henriette (Noemie 
Schmidt) - who was also portrayed 
as his lover - met a painful end after 
someone poisoned her 

Henriette’s husband Philippe and 
the king - played by Alexander 
Vlahos and George Blagden 
respectively - could only look on in 
horror as her throat began to close 
up. 

Tonight, the sumptuous drama 
returns four years after Henriette’s 
passing, with fresh challenges for 
the king and his court. 

Season two looks at the dark 
underbelly of power as Louis sees 
the dream of his grand palace at 
Versailles crumbling before his eyes. 

With phase one complete, most of 
France’s eminent lords and ladies 


now live under the Sun King’s roof. 

Drugs, gambling and alcohol are 
rampant, as nobles begin to poison 
each other in order to get closer to 
him. 

Blinded by his passion for his 
mistress, Louis refuses to listen to 
the advice of the church and his 
closest advisors and leaves for war 
against arch-enemy William of 
Orange, but he must discover the 
path back to light and redemption to 
save his vision. 

“We have seen this boy-king 
become this man over 10 hours of 
season one,” explained Blagden. 

“And we start season two with him 
starting to exercise the power he 
has gained in season one. 

“The abuse of that power can 
distance people from him and he 
starts to listen to the wrong people 
and stop listening to the right 
people.” 

In the first episode, a coveted 
vacancy arises, while pregnant 
Madame de Montespan (Anna 
Brewster) exercises her influence at 
every opportunity. 



George Blagden stars in Versailles, Friday, BBC2, 9.30pm 



MONDAY 

The Walt Disney Story 
Channel 5,4.10pm 

Some viewers may remember the days when bank 
holiday TV wasn’t complete without a Disney 
compilation show, featuring clips from some of 
the studio’s best-loved movies. So, they may feel a 
little bit nostalgic about this documentary, which 
looks at how Walt Disney came to make such a 
huge impact on American culture. Presented by 
Walt’s daughter Diane Disney Miller and narrated 
by Mary Poppins star Dick Van Dyke, it features 
interviews with key directors, animators and actors, 
as well as home movies and, of course, excerpts 
from the films themselves. However, the 
documentary also examines some of the more 
controversial aspect of Disney’s legacy, including 
Walt’s testimony before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee and the 1941 strike at the 
studios. 

TUESDAY 

Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. Some of the UK’s most obsessive 
cleaners head stateside to clean America’s mess, 
with two cleaners staying with their host and 
immersing themselves in the local culture. In this 



first episode, obsessive cleaners Tina and Mark fly 
to Texas to do battle with 70-year-old Patrick’s 
home, spending five days attempting to transform 
the house which is nestled deep in the Texan 
countryside. The ranch was once a beautiful family 
home until Patrick’s wife passed away three years 
ago, since when it has collected clutter, cobwebs 
and dog poo, and has fallen into a state of 
disrepair. 


WEDNESDAY 

Tonight at the London Palladium 
ITV, 8pm 

Actor, presenter and crooner Bradley Walsh 
has proved himself to be an all-round 
entertainer - he had the best-selling 
debut album in Britain last year - so 
it’s no wonder that after initially flirting 
with weekly guest presenters, ITV 
has made him the permanent host 
of this variety show. The new 
series kicks off with a typically 
eclectic line-up, which sees 
Steps performing their new 
single for the first time on TV, 
and a performance by the 
Chinese State Circus. There’s 
more music from multiple BRIT 


Award-winner Emeli SandE, Phantom of the 
Opera’s Ben Forster, who performs Music of the 
Night, and all-male acapella group The Techtonics, 
as well as magic courtesy of Pete Firman. But will 
Bradley also be persuaded to give us a song? 


Confessions of a Junior Doctor 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Filmed at the height of the 
junior doctors crisis in 2016, this 
documentary series explores the story 
of the NHS in unprecedented times, 
told by some of the 60,000 junior 
doctors working on the front line 
in NHS hospitals. Working in 
every department, from 
A&E corridors to operating 
theatres, junior doctors 
are face increasing 
pressure as the NHS 
struggles to cope with 
the rising number of 
patients. The first 
episode follows new 
graduates as they 
begin to understand 
the reality of their 
new careers. 



REST 


THURSDAY 


Born to Kill 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Four-part thriller about Sam, a teenager 
who is on the verge of acting out hidden 
psychopathic desires. He lives with his protective 
mum Jenny (Romola Garai), a geriatric nurse, and 
thinks his dad died in a car crash. On the surface, 
he appears to be a model teenager. But his mother 
is protecting him from a dark secret, and when a 
new girl arrives in town with her single dad, Sam’s 
suppressed desires start to emerge. 


FRIDAY 
Posh Pawn 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. The return of the programme offering an 
insight into the world of high-end pawnbroking. 
James takes a ride around London in an eye¬ 
catching supercar, with an aspiring fitness guru 
who’s looking for £80,000. With her eyes on a round- 
the-world cruise costing £30,000, an adventurous 
retiree wants to sell a collection of handbags and 
jewellery. A car enthusiast contacts memorabilia 
expert Lawrence about a helmet that once belonged 
to land speed record-breaker Donald Campbell, and 
James faces a dilemma when he gets an offer for 
one of his favourite impulse buys. 



FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 

* New Mercedes coaches • Free local coach stops • Door to Door collection service 


DATE 

DAYS 


DATE 

DAYS 


1/5 

5 

Weymouth (more dates) 

22/6 

5 

Sidmouth (more dates) 

1/5 

5 

Weston Super Mare (more dates) 

26/6 

5 

Babbacombe 

8/5 

5 

Paignton/Torquay (more dates) 

3/7 

5 

Scarborough 

15/5 

5 

Dover/Canterbury 

9/7 

6 

Durham and Northumbria 

15/5 

5 

Eastbourne (more dates) 

14/7 

5 

Falmouth 

20/5 

5 

Great Yarmouth 

19/7 

5 

Llandudno (more dates) 

22/5 

5 

Cornwall (Looe)(more dates) 

23/7 

7 

Scotland Fort William 

22/5 

6 

Highland Railways 

31/7 

5 

North Devon Bideford 

29/5 

5 

Ilfracombe 

31/7 

5 

Isle of Scilly 

29/5 

5 

Snowdonia and Trains 

11/8 

3 

Liverpool and Merseyside 

29/5 

5 

Yorkshire Dales 

26/8 

6 

Ireland The Giants Causeway 

5/6 

4 

Tenby (more dates) 

29/9 

5 

Isle of Man 

5/6 

5 

Bournemouth (more dates) 

10/10 

8 

Channel Islands 

5/6 

5 

Warners Thornsby Hall 

2/12 

2 

Bath Christmas Market 

12/6 

5 

Isle of Wight (more dates) 

9/12 

3 

Thursford Spectacular 


Book early for your Christmas and New Year Breaks 


Request a brochure online www.bowensholidays.com or call 0121 559 1237 
Bowens Holidays, 14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3AN 
Office hours Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



£299 


A* 


IV* ^ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
10 painting required* 

: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 





Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


13 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 
From £999 From £649 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOT I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response from 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319621. 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 












































BRAIN GYM 


No.425 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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3 
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7 

Q 
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T 

9 

V 
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S 
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G 

12 

u 
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M 

15 

J 

16 

Y 

17 

H 

18 

X 

19 

K 

20 
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21 

A 

22 

D 

23 

N 

24 

z 

25 

o 
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1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

A 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

N 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Collision causes 
one politician to do 
something (6) 

4. Slight violence in 
seeking entry (6) 

9. It is used to drive 
one round the 
bend! (8,5) 

10. Went over because 
thwarted? (7) 

11. Avoid bad duel with 
egghead (5) 

12. Love to make fuss 
again (5) 

14. Prevent from 
practising as a 
lawyer? (5) 

18. Sharp tasting 
pastry? (5) 

19. Reject deterioration 

(7) 

21. A clearer view of 
external affairs 
should result from 
his work (6,7) 

22. Is afraid of adders 

( 6 ) 

23. Where animals may 
watch the show? 

( 6 ) 


Down 

1. Spineless creature 
in religious body (6) 

2. Prevalence can 
need proper order 
(13) 

3. Players may have 
them in hand (5) 

5. In no place, yet in 
this place at present 
(7) 

6. Training in fuel in 
mixed classes (13) 

7. Lovers doing a 
crossword? (6) 

8. Pole writes a poem 

(5) 

13. Answer some of the 
correspondence (7) 

15. Boss finally will 
marry - and be 
tucked neatly away 

( 6 ) 

16. Cited a decree (5) 

17. Lover’s suit, 
perhaps (6) 

20. Comb the others 
found on cockerel’s 
head (5) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


1. Levy (6) 

1. Hinder (6) 

4. Force (6) 

2. Essential bit (4,3,6) 

9. Saturation (13) 

3. Spruce (5) 

10. Powerful (7) 

5. Infested (7) 

11. Lift (5) 

6. Gem (8,5) 

12. Love (5) 

7. Diminish (6) 

14. Improper (5) 

8. Because (5) 

18. Order (5) 

13. Lives (7) 

19. Exempt (7) 

15. Abrade (6) 

21. Liable to mishaps (8-5) 

16. Agency (5) 

22. Join up (6) 

17. Coming (6) 

23. Stop (6) 

20. Frolic (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Starting post; 7 Boast; 

8 Cargo; 9 Toe; 10 Nerve cell; 11 Nodose; 

12 Listen; 15 Seafaring; 17 Gas; 18 Along; 

19 Steer; 21 Set an example. Down: 1 Shooting 
star; 2 Tea; 3 Nature; 4 Picketing; 5 Serve; 

6 Rolling stone; 7 Blend; 10 Nostalgia; 13 Tiger; 
14 Tissue; 16 Alone; 20 Era. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Disconsolate; 7 Sable; 

8 Miner; 9 Net; 10 Unconcern; 11 Expose; 

12 Strong; 15 Retracted; 17 Awe; 18 Thick; 

19 Image; 21 Strengthened. 

Down: 1 Disintegrate; 2 Orb; 3 Speech; 

4 Laminated; 5 Tense; 6 Transgressed; 7 Set 
up; 10 Unshackle; 13 Orate; 14 String; 16 Taint; 

20 Ash. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. In which country is the Firth of Thames? 

2. Who is the godfather of Marina Mowatt? 

3. Of which bird family is the quail the 
smallest species? 

4. The US Medal of Honor depicts which 
goddess? 

5. Which composer did Clara Wieck marry in 
1840? 


What is the English name for the Dutch 
port Vlissingen? 

What do we call the bulbous plant Allium 
cepa? 

The word ‘budget’ is derived from which 
language’s word for leather bag? 

What type of monkey is the Barbary ape? 
In the film world, who were Harry, Albert, 
Sam and Jack? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Gibraltar; 2 Ice hockey; 3 Piano; 

4 On Her Majesty’s Secret Service; 5 Ultra heat 
treated; 6 Pakistan; 7 Orpheus; 8 B; 

9 Pekingese; 10 Humphrey Repton. 

Niner: DEVALUING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


845215 

9825 

634567 


gives a road, 
gives a second road, 
gives waterways. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 


42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in 
Paris, Bat out of Hell, Beautiful, Dreamgirls, 
Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, 
Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion 
King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/Free time in London 

£ 149 95 - 


Quote Code: 

NNF211 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


NOW 

INCLUDING 


te&Jlli 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


P .95pp 


Quote Code: View product online at 
VWD793 www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 
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“thefastticket 


eating out 


Raw deal for sushi fans 



Let’s share - the chef’s selection sushi platter which includes yellowfin, Loch Duart salmon and pickled mackerel Oh my cod - the saffron miso black cod 


Nathan Judah aims to find the 
best Japanese food locally and 
tries Rofuto at the top of Park 
Regis Hotel in Birmingham 

MY quest to find a good Japanese 
restaurant in the Midlands took me 
to the swankily-named Rofuto in 
Birmingham. 

Located on the 16th floor of the luxuri¬ 
ous new Park Regis, it’s the main dining 
attraction of the 253-room hotel which 
opened in 2016. 

Rofuto brands itself on being an ‘izakaya- 
style’ restaurant, which to you and me trans¬ 
lates as a kind of Japanese gastropub serving 
good food in a ‘relaxed, informal atmosphere’. 

We had some trouble finding it but boy, do 
you know you’ve arrived as you’re greeted by a 
blinding and unnecessary purple strobe light. 
That is a shame as when we were shown to our 
seats, the restaurant decor is impressive. 

Views 

Rofuto cost a staggering £3 million to create, 
however clearly the cash wasn’t splashed on 
staff training; we were seated on the next table 
to the only other couple in the restaurant. It 
doesn’t take a genius to know this isn’t a done 
thing. 

There are some really nice touches to Ro¬ 
futo; the space is vast and the views across 
Birmingham are lovely. It’s a fantastically 
romantic setting, great for couples who fancy 
gazing into each others eyes all night. 

And we had plenty of time to do just that 
as we weren’t approached at our table for the 
best part of 20 minutes. To be fair to the young 
woman who did end up serving us, she was 
very pleasant and got a slightly irritating start 
to the meal back on track. 

Her knowledge of sake (the rice wine-based 
drink) was pretty good if not flawless, however 
the bottle that she took five minutes to sell us 


was not available. Always start a Japanese 
meal with edamame and miso soup, it gets 
the tastebuds going before the sushi arrives. 

I love sushi and have the appetite to eat co¬ 
pious amounts in one sitting until I too need 
to be rolled out the front door. We ordered 
portions of the yellowfin tuna and Loch Duart 
salmon avocado. 

I really wanted to like this, I truly did - but 
it was ultimately disappointing. The fish on 
top was fine but the rice was the major prob¬ 


lem - it quite obviously wasn’t fresh and that 
was a shame. However, the mackerel sashimi 
was delicious. This beautiful fish spoke for it¬ 
self and was well presented. 

We then encountered our highlight of the 
meal, the sesame chicken yakitori. Perfectly 
cooked, fresh, juicy and plenty of meat, it was 
delicious. The sides were also pleasant - Japa¬ 
nese mushrooms and seaweed salad. 

Finally our main course arrived, Rofuto’s 
speciality - the saffron miso black cod. Many 


Japanese restaurants have their own take on 
Nobu’s famous black cod and that’s fine. It’s 
nothing new and when cooked and seasoned 
well, it’s delicious. 

This was a disappointment though. The saf¬ 
fron overpowered the fish and while my other 
half thought it was OK, at £24 a dish, I want 
more than just OK. 

Rofuto has the potential to be a stunning 
restaurant. It has charm, lovely decor, great 
space and stunning views, but it needs to 


make drastic changes if it’s to succeed in the 
future. 

The bill for the two of us was more than 
£150. That’s getting into some really serious 
money. 

Rofutu is a pleasant, if overpriced, place for a 
group to graze and have some cocktails before 
a night in the city. 

But as a restaurant which is competing 
among Birmingham’s best - it still has a long 
way to go. 



Departing Saturday 18 November 2017 


Hand picked holidays with yoi 


Stay an extra night (Friday or Sunday) for just £65pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


SPECTACULAR 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


2 days, 
by rail from 


£179 


.95pp 


Return rail travel from Birmingham New Street, Stafford 
and Wolverhampton 


Quote Code: FXA483 


1///S 


Departing Saturday 17 June 2017 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir West ticket (value £23) for Space 
Spectacular at the Royal Albert Hall on Saturday 
17 June (upgrades available) 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 


Book an extra night (Friday or Sunday) for just £65pp. 


2 days, 
by rail from 


£169 


.95pp 


Single room supplement £50pp. Subject to availability. 


Your Chronicle 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a choice of 4 star central 
London hotels with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £25) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 November at the 
Royal Albert Hall (upgrades available at a 
supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 


CAPITAL BARGAIN 

Break by rail 

Daily* departures throughout 2017 


Overnight stay at the 

3 STAR IBIS EARLS 
COURT HOTEL 

with all-you-can-eat 
English breakfast buffet 

+ 

Return standard class 
rail travel to London 


NO REGIONAL 
SUPPLEMENTS 


Theatre Ticket Offer 

Add a theatre ticket to your booking for just £49! 

(Value £69.50 - £75 stalls or dress circle) 

Monday - Friday performances only 

Choose from... 42nd Street / An American in Paris / Beautiful (not Fridays) 
Matilda / Motown (not Fridays) / The Lion King (Fridays only) 

The Phantom of the Opera / Wicked 


Quote Code: UCR490 


View product online at 
www.omega-holidays.com/UCR490 




2 DAY! 

6 

ell 

S, BY RAIL 

% 

I9*» 


1 

1 


★★★ 

ibis Earls Court 


Extra nights 

are available at 


Single room supplement £50pp 
per night. Subject to availability. 
‘This deal will be offered most 
days of the year to December 
2017 (may be a limited number 
of excluded dates). Show 
tickets are subject to availability 
and not all shows are available 
on all dates. 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. °™gaHois @omegaHois omegaHois 


Single room si 

jpplement £50pppn. Subject to 
































































COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


29 


Curry chef is crowned 
Black Country’s top cook 

A curry chef from Tipton has 
been hailed as the ‘King of 
Spice’ having been named 
the Black Country’s top 
chef. 

Abul Kalam Koyes from Major 
Curry Affair in Fisher Street, Tipton 
was crowned the regional winner 
of Master Chef Promotions - a 
project celebrating the very best 
in the hospitality and catering sec¬ 
tor and aimed at inspiring the next 
generation of food heroes. 

The results were announced at 
a gala dinner attended by 1,000 
guests in West Bromwich back in 
February, with a total of 26 chefs 


The challenge saw chefs show¬ 
case their skills in Bournville Col¬ 
lege, Birmingham by creating a 
signature dish in just 45 minutes. 
A panel of expert judges, includ¬ 
ing celebrity chef Pat Chapman, 
rated the finalists based on fac¬ 
tors such as taste, presentation 
and hygiene. 

The awards have raised the profile 
of the food and drink industry and 
inspire a new generation of young 



going head-to-head for one of the talented chefs and to be named 
industry’s top honours. the overall winner from our region 

Mr Koyes said: “It was an honour is one of the highlights of my entire 
to share a kitchen with so many career. I’m absolutely thrilled.” 




Coventry-based Master Chef Pro¬ 
motions, said: “We want to en¬ 
courage chefs to use the Train to 
Gain’ scheme to equip them with 
essential skills in the kitchen. 

“We want to help unemployed 
people get back into the world of 
work and we want to celebrate the 
stars of our trade, making them 
role models for others to look up 
to.” 

MAJOR CURRY AFFAIR, Fisher 
Street, Dudley Port, Tipton, 

DY48XE 

0121 557 7889 

www.majorcurryaffair.co.uk 


chefs to work in kitchens up and 
down the country. 

TV chef Rois AN, who founded the 
awards, said: “We are looking at 
working with colleges to future- 
proof our industry - encourag¬ 
ing the next generation to come 
through and open their own res¬ 
taurants to ensure the sector not 
only survives but thrives.” 

The awards, hosted by comedian 
and YouTuber AN Official, were 
broadcast around the world, with 
global satellite TV coverage from a 
host of stations. 

Nawaz AN, executive director of 



Curry yHTair 




U W" Tel: 0121 557 7889 

i JL ■ xH I ' 




15% off 


Reservation required. 
Valid Sunday to Thursday only. 
Dine in only. 


Promotion Code MCA100 when making reservation 
and please bring the voucher. Expires 30th April. 
Terms & conditions apply please ask for details. 




Opening Hours: Monday to Sunday 5:30pm till late Open Bank Holidays 

B ig Bp -ff 

Fisher Street, Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 8XE 


FREE HOME DELIVERY 

within a 3 mile radius on orders over £10 



You are welcome to bring your own alcohol as we are unlicensed 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Luxury apartment 
forms part of an 
iconic development 

This luxury two-double-bedroomed apartment in 
Centenary Plaza, 18 Holliday Street, Birmingham City 
Centre, is part of an iconic development close to the 
Mailbox, Bullring Shopping Centres and New Street 
Station. 

For working professionals only, its lies in a highly 
sought after area of Birmingham City Centre and is 
available to rent through Love Your Postcode at £1,200 
pern. 

The living accommodation is of open plan, combining 
the kitchen, living and dining area. The living area is 
mainly carpeted and has neutral decor. 

The living room has double doors which provide 
access to the communal gardens and its personal 
outdoor space. 

The kitchen is contemporary and practical. It has 
plenty of storage and integrated appliances. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: “This luxury 
apartment holds two double bedrooms. The first holds 
fitted wardrobes alongside space for a double bed and 
bedside furniture. The second bedroom also provides 
the room for a double bed and furniture arrangements.” 

In addition to the two bedrooms, a family bathroom 
suite has both a shower cubicle and bath, WC and sink 
basin. The master bedroom additionally comes with an 
ensuite shower room consisting of a shower cubicle, 

WC and a handbasin. 

Love Your Postcode are a next-generation property 
sales and lettings business with traditional values. The 
development of their technology, and values/ideas has 
fundamentally disrupted the existing model by giving 
the customer everything they have been asking for at a 
fraction of the cost, said a company spokesman. 

“We genuinely believe that our product is unique and 
performs better when compared with competitors. We 
are a professional marketing agency for your home; just 
take a look at our portfolio. We do not have hundreds 
of high street offices so we are able to concentrate on 
delivering for our customer. Thousands of clients trust 
our guaranteed approach every day; just take a look at 
our testimonials on our website.” 


BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE £1,200 PCM 



KEY FEATURES 

City centre apartment 
Iconic luxury development 
2 double bedrooms 
Working professionals only 
Near Mailbox, Bullring & New Street 




focus on achieving more ™ with loveyourpostcode.com® 
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Second-floor 
apartment is 
situated on a 
premium estate 

TIPTON 

£70,000 «< 


This modern two-bedroomed 
apartment in Middle 
Meadow, Tipton, lies within a 
premium estate. 

An ideal first-time or 
investment buy, it is for sale 
through Skitts at offers in 
excess of £70,000 with no 
chain. 

It lies within walking distance 
to Great Bridge High Street 
and Dudley Port Train Station. 
A spokesman for the selling 
agent said: “This apartment 
has been maintained to the 
highest specification and 
simply must be viewed to 
appreciate the standard of 
accommodation that is on 
offer.” 

A fantastically situated 
second floor modern 
apartment, it has a lounge 
with an integrated kitchen, two 
bedrooms, a family bathroom, 
an allocated parking space 
and majority double glazing 
and gas central heating. 

Contact 0121 520 2255. 



Terrace ideal first time 
buy or as investment 


OLDBURY 

£119,950 


An ideal first time purchase or investment buy, 
this three bedroomed terraced house in East 
Avenue, Oldbury, is in need of general updating. 

Having built-in appliances in the kitchen and fitted 
bedroom furniture to all bedrooms, it also lies in a 
convenient residential location. 

It is for sale through Tom Giles at £119,950. 

With double glazing and gas central heating, in 
brief its accommodation includes an entrance hall, 
a large store cupboard, a lounge/dining room, a 
kitchen with built-in appliances, three bedrooms, a 
shower room and a separate toilet. 

There is a garden to the front, parking at the rear 
and a low maintenance garden. 

Contact Tom Giles on 0121 552 6171. 


@31 auctions 4TH MAY 2017 

Aston Villa Football Ground 

BIG WOOD Starting at 11:00am 

AUCTION 

awed 1 AA 1 ^TC To include properties on behalf of: 

" ■■■% 1 1 W Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Administrators 

I I EESE! ESI 



181 Coalpool Lane, Bloxwich 62 Bloxwich Road, Walsall 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 2 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £58,000 - £63,000 Guide: £20,000 plus 


14 Swancote Road, Dudley 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £60,000 plus 


2 Aston Street, Penfields 

3 Bed End-Terraced House 

Guide: £54,000 - £59,000 


64 Alexandra Road, Wednesbury 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £55,000 plus 







34 Elmdon Road, Wolverhampton 62 Dibdale Street, Dudley 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £29,000 - £34,000 Guide: £45,000 plus 


44 Prole Street, Wolverhampton 

2 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £34,000 - £38,000 


34 Woodfield Av. Brierley Hill 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £75,000 plus 


8 Freezeland Street, Bilston 

3 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £55,000 plus 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 


V 0121 233 5046 £ www.sdlauctions.co.uk y@SDLBigwood 


Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price. Any additional fees will be confirmed in the legal pack which can be 
downloaded from our website, inspected at our offices or in the auction room before bidding. For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve Price 
please refer to our catalogue or website. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or 
website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 
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Scriven. &. Co. 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 


0121 422 4011 


Scrive n & Co. 

■ H 

Established 1937 


Oldbury 



Birch Grove 


* Detached Bungalow 

* Living Room 

* Dining Room 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Shower Room 

* Side Garage 

* Landscaped Gardens EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Oldbury 



Hanover Gardens 

* Modern semi-detached bungalow 

* Well proportioned accommodation 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room 

* Conservatory 

* Detached garage 
EPOC 

Offers in excess of £180,000 


Stourbridge Wollaston 



Belfry Drive 

* Detached House with Off Road Parking 

* Conveniently Situated for Wollaston Village 

* Three Bedrooms 

* En-suite Shower Room 

* Living Room and Kitche/Breakfast Room 

* Downstairs wc 

* Off Road Parking EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £255,000 


Quinton 




Cradley Heath 



Upper High Street 

* Of interest to investors. 

* Two self-contained flats. 

* Comprising bedroom, bathroom and lounge/ 
kitchen. 

* Let on Assured Shorthold basis. 

EPC=E& C 

Offers in the region of £110,000 


Halesowen Romsley 


Oldbury 



Hamilton Street 


* Semi-detached House Planned on Three 
Floors * Breakfast Kitchen 

* Lounge/Dining Room 

* Master Bedroom with En-Suite 

* Two Further Bedrooms 

* House Bathroom 

* Off Road Parking EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Oldbury 



Farm Road 

* Spacious Terraced House 

* Three First Floor Bedrooms 

* Well Proportioned Refitted Bathroom with 
Shower Cubicle 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Extended Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Halesowen 



Land For Sale 



Land Rear of 

59 & 60 Goodrest Avenue 

* Residential Building Plot 

* Planning permission granted 

* Provision of 4 bedroom detached house 

* All enquiries Quinton office Ref MS. 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Stourbridge 




Quinton 



Conway Avenue 

* Traditional Style Semi-Detached House 

* Full of Potential 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Three Bedrooms * Shower Room 

* Garage 

* Extensive Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £229,950 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 



Warwick Close 


* End Terraced House 

* L Shaped Living Room 

* Re-fitted Kitchen 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Shower Room 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


Stourbridge Hagley 



Kidderminster Road 

* An Impressive & Spacious Period House 

* In Need of Refurbishment & Full of Unspoilt 
Features 

* Semi Detached with Six Bedrooms & 
Bathroom * 3 Reception Rooms, Kitchen, Off 
Road Parking 

* Pleasant Gardens EPC=G 

Offers in the region of £375,000 


Halesowen 



Li* 

- « 


Halesowen 



Hope Street 

* Spacious Self Contained First Floor 
Maisonette 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Good-Sized Living Room 

* Garage In Separate Block 

* Pleasant Rear Garden 
EPC=C 

Offers in excess of £110,000 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 



Perry Court 

Hagley Road West 

* Self contained retirement flat 

* Living room 

* Kitchen 

* Two bedrooms 

* Bathroom 
EPC=C 

Offers in excess of £70,000 


■ ■ 

EmSI 


High Street 

* Deceptively Spacious Extended Four 
Bedroom Semi Detached 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Bathroom 

* Ensuite Shower Room 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £255,000 


Quinton 




Romsley Hill Grange 

Farley Lane 

* Ground floor apartment 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Living room 

* Re-fitted shower room 

* Communal gardens EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Halesowen 


Wollaston Road, New Wood, 

* An improved detached family house with open 
aspect * Four bedrooms with two en-suites 
and bathroom * Dining area, lounge leading to 
conservatory * Fitted kitchen, utility and 
cloakroom * Garage * Landscaped garden, 
gas boiler heating radiators 

* A must view property EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £489,950 


Halesowen 


Kingsway 

* Modern three storey family home 

* Four good sized bedrooms (master with en- 
suite) 

* Through living room 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Garage 

* No upward chain EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £265,000 


Halesowen 


Wall Well 

* Detached two bedroom bungalow 

* Lounge with conservatory opening to garden 

* Fitted kitchen/breakfast room with host of 
appliances * Well appointed bathroom with 
both bath and shower * Detached garage and 
parking space * Double glazed windows 

* Internal inspection recommended EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £230,000 


Rowley Regis 


Gleads Croft 

*ldeal opportunity for first time buyers 

*Price details a full share however a 25% is 

available on a shared ownership basis. 

*Semi detached house 

*Two bedrooms 

*Kitchen/breakfast room 

*Off road parking and car port EPC=E 

£130,000 


Quinton 



Ridgacre Road West 

* Extended 3 bedroom semi-detached. 

* Extended kitchen 

* Utility and downstairs WC 

* Through lounge and additional reception 
room/potential bedroom four 

* Garage 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £209,950 




Manor Abbey Road 

* Superior Family Home 

* Substantially Extended & Re-Planned 

* Finished to a Good Specification 

* Five Bedrooms (Two with Ensuite Shower 
Rooms) * 'Wow 1 Factor Kitchen/Breakfast/ 
Family Room * Good-Sized Rear Garden 

* Must Be Viewed EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £530,000 



Victoria Avenue 

* Family house in need of general 
modernisation and improvement * Principal 
bedroom with dressing room * Bedroom two 
with study area opening off * Bedroom three, 
house bathroom * Dining hall, lounge, sitting 
room * Kitchen/breakfast room, * Garage, 
Hobbies workshop, extensive gardens EPC=E 
Offers in the region of £340,000 



Blackberry Lane 

* A detached family house with four bedrooms 

* Lounge, dining room and study 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite, house 
bathroom * Fitted kitchen with host of 
appliances, utility room and fitted cloakroom 

* Detached double garage, lovely gardens 

* Internal inspection recommended EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £380,000 



York Road 

* Semi Detached House with Off Road Parking 

* Living Room and Dining Room 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Rear Garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £135,000 



Worlds End Lane 

* Semi-Detached House 

* Situated on good sized plot 

* Lounge/Dining Room 

* Kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom 
EPC=tbc 

Offers in excess of £135,000 


RICS 


AHLA 



mat_! 

The Management System of 
Scriven & Co. is certified as being 
in conformity with ISO 9001 


Member of 


A member of 



Scriveiuco*uk 


Agency Network 






























































Auctioneers 
of Residential and 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 
Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


A home with 
space to grow 


at Harvills Grange 


Stylish new home featuring: 


IrH 

1 

U 

m 

0 

l«^l 

3 spacious 

Bathroom, 

Kitchen 

Large 

Garage 

bedrooms 

en-suite & 

with Bosch 

living 

and 


cloakroom 

appliances 

room 

parking 


From just £181,950 

or £145,560 with a Help to Buy: Equity loan 


Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


Thursday 25th May 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


' - 


Considering Selling 
. by Auction? 

Call for your 

' No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Modern and spacious four-bedroomed home 


This highly attractive, modern and 
spacious home on the border with 
Wednesbury - is ideal for a family. 

It is for sale through Goodchilds at 
£190,000. 

With four bedrooms, the rest of the 
accommodation briefly includes an 
entrance hall, a guest WC, a lounge, 
a kitchen/diner, a modern bathroom, 
master en-suite shower room, gas 
central heating, a garage, enclosed 
rear garden and parking. 

This property in Great Bridge Road 


WEDNESBURY/BILSTON 

£ 190,000 


lies on the very border of Bilston 
and Wednesbury, making it an ideal 
location for the best of both areas. 

In more detail the entrance hall 
has a guest WC off. The lounge is 
a spacious room with secondary 
glazing to the front and side aspects 
and stairs off to the first floor. 

Upstairs, the landing has loft 


access and an airing cupboard.The 
bathroom has a white suite of a 
panel bath with an electric shower, 
a hand wash basin, WC, part tiled 
walls and ceiling spotlights. 

Outside to the front of the home is 
a pleasant garden with an enclosed 
laid lawn area and driveway 
providing parking for three vehicles, 
leading up to garage. The rear 
garden is mainly laid to lawn with a 
small patio area and panel fencing. 

Contact the agent on 01902 
267111. 



Backed by 
HM Government 



Harvills Grange West Bromwich B70 0EQ 

Call: 01215 145 817 


Open 

Thurs to Sun 10am - 5pm, 
Mon 11am - 5pm 


@lovell_uk G /lovellhomes 

lovellnewhomes.co.uk 


LOVELL 

HOMES 


*Help to Buy: Equity Loan. Move in with just a 5% deposit and 75% mortgage. Those looking to buy with Help to Buy require a 5% deposit as the government will provide up to 20% of the value of the property in an equity loan, allowing buyers to access mortgages 
of up to the remaining 75%. The equity loan is interest free for the first five years, and can be repaid at any time or when you sell your home. Scheme available on selected properties in England, on homes up to £600,000. Lovell cannot advise you on a mortgage. 
YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT. Subject to terms and conditions. Please ask for further details. Information correct at time of going to print. 
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Church Hill,Wednesbury 

• ••Goodchilds«» 

• Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen/Diner 

• Family Bathroom 


OIRO £155,000 

_ y 


*• 

i 


Blenheim Drive,Wednesbury 


• Deceptively spacious 

• Three large bedrooms 

• Family bathroom 

• En-suite to master 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Detached garage 


OIEO £150,000 


NEED TO SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST? 


Brookfield Way,Tipton 

Four bedrooms 
Detached property 
Enclosed rear garden 
Generous room sizes 
Full width conservatory 
Ample off road parking 
Double glazed 
Gas central heated 




Southgate Road,Birmingham 


• Four bedrooms 

• Semi-detached 

• Ample off road parking 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Ideal investment or family home 

OIRO £150,000 


• Attention investors! 


• In need of refurbishment 


• Extended property 


• Three bedrooms 


• Off road parking 


• Double glazed 


V OIRO £140,000 

/ 


Stanbury Avenue,Wednesbury 

• End terraced property 

• Three spacious bedrooms 

• Two reception rooms 

• Family bathroom 

• Downstairs WC 

• Plentiful storage space 

• Double glazed and gas central heating 



WE HAVE CASH 
BUYERS ANO 
INVESTORS THAT 
WILL COMPLETE IN 
21 DAYS, NO 
MORTGAGE REQUIRED. 

TYPICAL OFFERS APPROX. 

15*i BELOW MARKCT VALUE 


CALLTODAY FOR 
YOUR FREE VALUA1 





Prospect Street,Tipton 

• Deceptively Spacious 

• Semi Detached 

• Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Utility Area 

• Double Glazing 

• Modern Bathroom 

• Gas Central Fleating 




Wharfedale Street,Wednesbury 


Coles Lane,West Bromwich 


• Three bedrooms 


• Enclosed rear garden 

• Desirable area 


• Ideal first time purchase 

• Great rental yield 

• Tasteful decoration 


OIEO £125,000 

J 


• ••Goodchilds«» 


• Two Bedroom 


• Semi Detached 


• Living room 


• Downstairs Shower Room 


• Extended kitchen/diner 


V OIRO £124,950 

J 




• Ideal for first til 

• Two bedrooms 

• Generous living space 

• Close to local amenities 

• Double glazed 

, OIRO £110,0 00 


Blenheim Drive,Wednesbury 


• ••Goodchilds** 
■ Upper Floor Flat 

• Two Bedrooms 

» Lounge/Kitchen 

• Double Glazed 

• Allocated Parking 


OIRO £85 ,000 



View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


■ Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


D 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 
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Wednesbury 
0121 314 9526 

4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG 


Friar Park Road,Wednesbury 

• Four Bedroom Three Storey House 

• Four Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Off road parking 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Fitted Bathroom 

• Great Transport links 


Monthly Rental £650 


\ 

Throne Road,Rowley Regis 


Monthly Rental £495 


Talbot House,Wednesbury 


Monthly Rental 




Nowell Street,Wednesbury 


• Three Bedroom House 

• Rear Garden 

• Off road Parking 

• Three Good sized bedrooms 

• Available now 

• Deposit on application 

• ?90 per person referencing fee 

• ?65 per property administration fee 



Monthly Rental £650 







Monthly Rental £350 


Trouse Lane,Wednesbury 


LOOKING FOR 

^PROPERTY? 


CALL OUR LOCAL 
OFFICES FOR MORE 
AVAILABLE 
PROPERTIES 












Wedgbury Close,Wednesbury 


• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• New Build First Floor 

• Communal Entrance/Stairs 

• Hallway 

• Lounge/Kitchen 

• Resevation Fee - 250.00 


• Two Bedrooms First Floor Apartment 

• Double Glazing 

• Electric Heating 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Allocated Parking 

• Great transport links 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Property 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Rear garden 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


• Newly refurbished 

> Double Glazing 

> Fitted Kitchen 

• Fitted Bathroom 

> Dhss considered 

• ?90 per person application fee 


• •Goodchilds* 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen Area 

• Fmaily Bathroom 


• Double Glazing 

• Electric storage heating 

• Ground Floor 

• Secured Entrance 

• Close To Darlaston Centre 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


• Two Bedroom First Floor Flat 

• Double Glazing 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Allocated Off Road Parking 

• Under Going Re Decoration 

• DHSS ACCEPTED 



^Monthly Rental £450 


^Monthly Rental £475 



View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 


• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


• Erdington 

• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 


• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Tamworth 

• Telford 


B3 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


Call 0121 314 9526 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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Aeriels 


Carpentry 


Carpets 


Wayne Toper / 

AERIALS \ 

. and Electrical 

Vi CityS* 

* Guilds 

\ Qualified 

om as w*s m tx acmai mso oxrniicAL tracks 

iriiiiiii 


TV PUtt 

ffc—de ien*ty left* 

11 rvwiUsft PVnip 

NoMwn HhmcM 
Ccmvm 1 IRS Sf**n» 

TdapeielM FmA a 

TV *•! 

CCTV CW 

Genar* E*rtx«l Wtrt 

ewj AJmcm 

ALL AO** *6lR£D 6 (aMUUWT f£D 

Sw our on* 

1 

schic^ cmrtN 1 
IHBCOJMTS OAEN 1 

A Yell.com 


m> 0121 3690975 ^^ 
0UOTts 07877 934 027 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Blinds & Curtains 



City 

FREE MEASURII 
AND FITTI 

We supply a wide rang 
Wooden, Venetian and 
any home 
Est. ove 
SUPPLY TO TRADI 
Call us on C 
Email city.blint 

Blinds 

NG, QUOTATION 

NG SERVICE 

»e from Rollers, Verticals, 

1 Faux Woods to cater for 
: or business. 

r / 0 years 

E AND RESIDENTIAL 

17967 718899 
ds@yahoo.co.uk 


Building Plans 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 


«tiUf 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 




SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT. n» Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take /W free Quotations and Measuring , 

away old carpets free of charge well bring ioo’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed/Sofa disposal. -—I bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Rise 

Heavy Domestic 

y , and Tilt 

Saxony’s 

% Chairs 

from 

mm from 

£450 

£6.99 sqyd 

was £14.99 


Double Orthopaedic 
Divan Bed 


€245 




TO 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.50sqyd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot-Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@qahoo.co.uk 


Decorating 


Cc our one 

Interior & exterior pai nting . 

and decorating ’ 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured ~ ^ 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


iizascamffi© 

28 years experience 
Dulux 2 year guarantee 
Fully insured 
Call today for quote 

®aaa 


[07gl£g89g0j 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



Driveways & Patios 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.crcssage-group.co.uk 


kWJCDlOE* RQ.WJIOIISIER>Vi 

Floors to Doors | Windows to Roofs 
Kitchens to Wardrobes | Fencing to Decking 
All carpentry work undertaken 

I /'S 88f5053^ 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


Electricians 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: ^ - 



Fencing 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 

• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 

• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 






T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PIVI ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


^ 0121-565 4533 


Flooring 


AxruMUwvt 

Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B693DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



Garage Doors 



L M S 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doo£s 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repair^ 

For a free survey anj 
quote call 

0121 559 0459 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 


L-aCrv 

TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing • Turfing 

• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 

• Hedges Trimmed 

• Trees Pruned 

• Gardens Cleared 



ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 

ESTIMATES 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 


Sandwell 

✓ Grass Cutting 

✓ Small/Medium 
Hedge Cutting 

✓ Weeds Sprayed 

✓ Small / Meduim 
Rubbish Removals 

✓ Pressure washing 

✓ Fence Painting 

Mobile 07908 Ol 2267 




































































































































Gardening 


Locksmiths 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 





TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 



» Trees carefully pruned 

* Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

* Trimming 

* Felling 

* Turfing 

* Pollarding 

* Patios/Slabbing 

* Block-paving specialists 

* Drives 

* Patios 

» Paths Building work undertaken 

* Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 

competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 

Tree Felling 
Garden 
Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a 
No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 

Visit Website for a FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 



W 


Hi i 


GARDEN FORCE 



0: J6 01 067 


Wwxm 


HUGE DISCOUNTS 
ON ALL TREE WORK 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


Mobile Hairdresser 


(MOBILE 
H A I RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms eti 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


>J.tckRite _ 

y Local father & 

Daugther Locksmith & 

SECURITY SERVICES 

V Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

V Emergency lock & door opening 

V uPVC specialist V Key Cutting on site 

V British Standard insurance 

f 24] 

HOUR 

Yale" Security 

tf 023 

NO CALI 
OUT 

CHARGE 

1 approved locks used-Bs3621 i 

1 Y Double Glazing Unit Repairs 

www.lockrite.org 1 

DBS C5S3 /% 

CHECKED SyJ 

Most major 1 
cards accepted | 

CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 




LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Plastering 


CJI. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 

Ur 


Plumbing 


@11 


OUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs y'vst' 
Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994y 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


REGISTERED 



Gas Safe registered 120506 


Get your boiler serviced 


Special Offers 
Now On! 

Insulation, repairs and services on 
fires and cookers 
Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 




INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
I on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

• Central heating installation and repairs 

1 Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only 

• Kitchen installation 

• Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 

• Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 502 6217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 


Hgb COsaBag a HbnrGflag 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAI & LPG GAS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 

V—www.household-ptumbing.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

* Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 





Roofing 


ALL 




772 WES ri = I =1 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Family run business with 
over 30 years experience 


f>oJm 


Tiling 
Stating 
Fiat Roofing 
Seating 
Pointing 
Lead work 

UPVC Fascia Cladding 
Ridges 
Flashing 
Guttering 

Tel: 0121 555 6542 
07756461267 \ 



FREE 

L ESTIMATES i 


eh 





•Fascias • Sofits *DryUerge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 





_ _ ^ k _ _ 

We fit fascia soffits, guttering and repointing of ridge tiles 



A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

> Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Rubbish Removal 


SESl 

mil 


: j©i 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


ROB’S I 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

L Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances 

07938 207122 

0121 500 6033 
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Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


jyilNI/MIDI / 
SKIPS 

(01211 520 3388 
07721 387990 


MATHEMATICS 

HOME TUTORING 

✓ Available weekdays/ 
weekends 

^Flexible to suit needs 

✓ Great Rates 

✓ Primary and 
secondary 
students 


Call for more info: 07482 313605, 
07404 455383 or 0121 533 2141 



Window Specialists 



T: 07592 444490 


M: 07725 334356 


Double Glazing Repair Specialist 


Locksmiths 
Broken hinges 
Handles 
Misted units 
Rubber seals 

Over 10 years experience 


Conservatory leaks Open 7 days 

Guttering & facias a week 

Building & property All work 

maintenance guaranteed 

Landlords/commercial 
work undertaken 


Full Window 
Wizard. Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 



Holt Vi 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtornamentalironwork.co.uk 




ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 

14 . 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 1 

24-26 Birmingham Street, 

Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DST0121 552 1170 

« 1 

359 High Street, West 

Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 

www.centralengland.coop 

"• iSI 




PAST TENTS STANDARD 
ROUND PAVILION 


White with blue pin stripe, 
awning, ground sheet and 
carpets included plus other 
medieval re-enactors equip¬ 
ment, (no weapons), very good 
condition, 


£1,250 ono. 


07817 313640. 


PENNINE FIESTA 
FOLDING CAMPER 

2008, includes full awning, 
plus side skirts, one waste 
container, one aqua roll, electric 
hook up lead, Leisure battery, 
cassette toilet (unused), spare 
wheel, good condition and 
clean throughout. 

Ill health forces sale. 

£2,695. o.n.o. 

07570 797045. 


MISSING 

From Berry Avenue, Darlas- 
ton, missing around 10 days, 
dark tabby female cat name of 
Nutmeg, around 6 years old. 
Small reward. 

0121 568 7475. 



Family 





MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Keep Able Rally. 

£ 120 . 

Can deliver is possible. 
Two adjustable reclining single 
beds. 

£80 each. 

07928 033088. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



WANTED OLD GENTS 
WRIST WATCHES 

Omega, Rolex etc by private 
collector not dealer. 
Working or broken. 

Telephone 07979 020256. 



L Leisure 
Time 



PORCH AWNING 260cm. 1 Full 
porch awning approx 28 feet from 
ground to ground removable sleep¬ 
ing compartment, plus lots more. 
£250 lot. 01543 504028. 



* BEST WEDNESDAY & * 
SATURDAY BOOTSALE 

Now at Ivy House Farm, A461, Springhill, 
Muckely Corner Lichfield WS140BX 

*07890 267041 ★ 


* BOOTSALE * 
Good Friday 14th April 

Bank Holiday 
Monday 17th April 
Easter Tuesday 18th April 
8am - 2pm 
B4176 Rabbit Run by TFM 
Between Dudley - Telford WV15 5LS 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


ATLAS PARK lodge caravan, Ltd 
Edition, 2002, blow air heating, DG, 
2 metal sheds and decking. 
£13,500. 07767 132060. 



BAILEY PAGEANT 
CARAVAN 


4 berth, (1997), excellent condi¬ 
tion, L shaped lounge, heating, 
hot water, dining area, gas oven 
and hob, fridge, drinks cabinet, 
TV aerial, motor mover, awning. 

£2,300 ono. 

07922 130104. 


EDDISON AVANTE 524 

2008, 4-berth, excellent condi¬ 
tion, with many extras, motor 
mover, four star porch awning 
and ground sheet to match. 

£7,000. 

0121 531 9138. 


TRIGANO AWNING 9813R, Fits 
caravan of 22ft 2ins, grey / blue, 
excellent condition, used twice only 
£300. 07598 120556. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 
TOP PRICES PAID 
Immediate collection. 


CALL THOMAS 

07717 280 996 



Free I 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



\ 

caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for sale 
on 5* park. Golf, fishing, bar & 
restaurant, pet friendly £24,995 inc. 
2017 site fees www.pearllake.co.uk 
01568 708 326 

self catering ^ 

V holidays 

BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



-N 

book fair 

V___ 

BOOK FAIR Kinver Community 
Centre, DY7 6ER, Sunday 16th 
April, Est 1979, Waverley. Next 
antique Fair 7th May. Stalls 
available for all. Home made 
refreshments Call 0121 550 4123 

\ 

markets 


BESCOT 


easter SUNDAY MARKET 
Sunday OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 


07889 975701 All hard standing 


^ table top sale 


IN DOOR CAR BOOT SALE 

Saturday, April 15, 
10.30am-12.30pm. 

St Mark’s Church Hall, 
Ocker Hill Road, Tipton, 
DY4 OUT 
Tables from £5. 

0121 556 8972. 



Home & 
L Services 



CHESTERFIELD SUITE 

Green leather, three seater, 
one chair and one winged back 
chair, excellent condition, 

£800 ono. 

07747 311729. 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 

Kingsize bed, with drawers, 
headboard and side tables. 
Parker Knoll 3-piece suite with 2 
recliners. Dining suite in dark 
wood with 4 chairs and 2 
carvers. Welsh Dresser in dark 
wood. Two corner cabinets. 
Large screen TV. All items in 
good condition. 

Offers. 

Telephone 07714 295608. 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 


THREE-PIECE CANE conservatory 
furniture, good condition, £50 ono. 
Telephone 01785 662710. 



AMAZING SALE Autos, tumble 
dryers from £79. Gas & electric 
cookers, fires, fridge freezers, built 
in ovens & hobs at sale price 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 



6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


QUALCAST LAWNMOWER boxes 
wanted for Classic 35S and Punch 
EP30S. 01922 492321. 



ASH RECLAMAHON 


All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


WpiGliTAUm 
WwUERIUUSl 

SATELLlTEf^lCCTiV 



r- 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


V. 


bathrooms 


] 


K Rl B^tfTTo Smsl 

2|0 yearsT - 
erignmin bathroE 
kitchen installations. 
fTlUNG/PLASTERINGl 
FREE QUOTES 
20% off throughout March^ 

07392 379741 or 01543 529648 


BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 


JR Bathrooms Over 20 years exp in 
bathrooms and plastering. 20% off 
07392 379741 / 01543 529648. 


Jk DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, A 
building & plastering work . 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts ottered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


^ building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & j 
^_ joinery _| 

B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 




cleaning 


] 


SURE CLEAN 
SOLUTIONS 


Domestic & 
Commercial Cleaners 


For all general cleaning of: 
Factories, Offices, Houses, Shops, Retail 
Parks, Front of shop cleaning. 

We supply the cleaning products 
and equipment. 

Fully insured & staff crb checked. 



CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 
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blinds 



TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL 

advisor call 0800 916 6563 or visit hillarys.co.uk 

*Ts & Cs apply 


GAS 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearancesj 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE Full, part 
and single rubbish removed. 
Garage and sheds cleared. Leather 
3 piece suites / leather chesterfields 
wanted. Call now 01922 492007. 


^ ironing services 


KAREN 
Q BATES 

10% off first orders 

Ironing Services - Stafford 

07841 677282 

kitchen fitters 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

^ lock services 'j 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

painters / ^ 

s. decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 
LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 

^ plans prepared | 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 

D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or lame. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

^ removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


considered. Call on 07867 86S 


distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


ffiHaaEsaaiMBGME 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPS^ 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 


COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


j 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


6 

Property 


i 


J9 


Ac t ommo<1iit Ion 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


mzaaozm] 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

WILLENHALL 3-bed semi, quiet cul- 
de-sac location, nearby schools, 
suit Family. Ref reqd. £575pcm. 
07957 778757. 07564 826094. 


properties wanted 


w 

of pi 

For Your 


PAY 1 OO 


Ievery1time!| 



You agree the price, we buy the house. 

• NO AGENTS REES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 






• 10 


oxo 


subject to terms 





WihhTiWtfrkWfr/:?: 

■HPl 

I pay 100% of purchase price 


Call now for the best price on your house 


1 Guaranteed offer* 
i Any condition 


24 hours 
1 Free phone 
\% or landline 


0800 783 2822 

01384 2260861 


Dewmark 

Homes 



Private©) 


07756 022973 




STOP I 

WE PAY MORE £ 

01902 628 047 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses / Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


WSBSSS!* 


WE OFFER £20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors (2f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 


% 


£9 WE LOVE 
cy TENANTS 

We currently have Rooms / Bedsits / Studios 
and 1 Bed Flats available in: 

• Wolverhampton - city centre • West Bromwich 

• Willenhall - town centre • Darlaston 

ALL INCLUSIVE RENTS AVAILABLE. 

DSS 35+ welcome. Deposits from £150 
Call 07791 476943 to book your viewing TODAY! 
Referral fees also offered if you refer a friend! 


-r! 


ii 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


| Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified^ Is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


ail ftv. 

For great business results call 

01902 319 191 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all circumstances considered 

make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 


for an informal, friendly and confidential chat? 


0121 405 0767 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 



For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CHOOSE 
CLASSIFIED 


“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


u 


\ 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


TIPPMAN CRONUS 
TACTICAL PAINT BALL 
GUN 

Only used twice, still in box, 
cost £170, 

accept £125. 

Can deliver, as new. 

Box Number C20758, 
Express and Star, 
Oueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


PATTERDALE TERRIER puppies 
for sale, 8 weeks old, ready to go, 
reds, browns and blacks. 

07736 541150. 
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DISABLED DOG 

£50. 

For collection in Stafford. 

01785 661851. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



commercial ^ 

y premises 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: • 




WE CAN HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT JOB! 


CV UPLOAO 
JOB ALERTS 
CV MATCHING 



Contact AMP 0121 E 



MOBILE HOME CARERS required 
full or part time on contract, paid 



GENTS HAIRDRESSER 
(Barber required) 
Also 

School Leaver for 
Apprenticeship 
Quinton 

Tel 0121 422 4104 



ASSEMBLY FITTERS & 
GENERAL FABRICATORS 


To construct and fit out 
Bespoke AHU’s. 

Successful applicants ideally 
to have experience in the AHU 
manufacture or sheet metal 
fabrication. 


Please send a copy of 
your CV to: 
Dalair Limited, 
Southern Way, 
Wednesbury, 
West Midlands 
WS10 7BU. 



PREP/PAINTER with a minimum of 
10 year experience, to work full time 
hours @ £10 per hour in a busy 
friendly workshop. 

Tel 0121 565 0888. 



required for Joinery Company i 
Smethwick. Conversant with Sag 


PART TIME FUNERAL 
ARRANGER REQUIRED 20 hours 
pw. Mon to Fri. Covering Birming¬ 
ham areas. B19 B42 and B71. 
Applicants must have own trans¬ 
port and reside within a 10 mile 
radius of postcodes stated, also 
would need to be available to cover 
at short notice. 0121 533 0241 or 
email collyer211 @yahoo.co.uk 



SECURITY OFFICER 

We are looking for an 
experienced Security Officer to 
join a well-established 
company based in 
wednesbury. 

Required to provide a 
comprehensive/ secure service 
covering buildings, grounds 
and car parks in order to 
ensure a safe environment for 
colleagues and visitors. 
Previous experience/ 

SIA essential. 

Please send a copy of your 
CV to: Dalair Limited, 
Southern Way, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands. WS10 7BU. 


8 

Motoring 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



FIAT PUNTOI.4 

2007, Active Sport, blue, 5dr, 
49,000mls, S/H. 1 Lady owner, 
MoT Dec 17. 

2,200 ono. 

07881 827902. 


LOW MILEAGE 


KIA SPORTAGE 

54 plate, blue, 48,000 miles, 
new cam belt and tyres, 12 
months MoT, half leather 
interior, very good condition. 
Genuine reason for sale, 
£2,400. 

0121 530 3219. 



LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
TD5 GS 


Silver, 7 seats, 52 Reg., good 
condition for age, 122,000 
miles, MoT, tow bar. 

£2,400 o.n.o. 

07984 207513. 


MAZDA MX-5 2006, 42,300 Miles, 
Red, electric windows, fsh, MoT, 




MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 
WARRIOR 

2.5 TD, 99,000 miles, 
tow bar and double electrics, 
full MoT, leather interior, 
lady owner, 
well looked after. 

£3,500. 

07905 046744. 



PEUGEOT 3008 CROSSWAY 
1.6L 

White, October 14, Ltd Edition. 
High spec, 5dr hatchback, 
10,000 miles only, 
mint condition. 

£11,950 ono. 

0121 358 6350. 

07774 681486. 



VW POLO 

1.4, Match, diesel, 5-door, 
2009, £30 tax, one lady owner 
from new, 72,000 miles, 12 
months MoT, no advisories, 8 
stamp FSH, last serviced at 
71,585 miles, AC, alloys, EW at 
front, alarmed, PAS, radio/CD, 
2 keys, immaculate condition, 
must be seen. 


D 


crash / repairs 
resprays 


PORTWAY 

RESPRAYS 


£3,595. 
07960 995748. 


Accident Repairs 
■Cars and Vans 



CITROEN C31.2 


04, 

silver, 

5dr, 

MoT’d, 

history, 

well looked after car. 

£495. 

07791 113080. 


■ seninrepM 
Resprays 
■froml£250l 
OLDBURY 
0121552 3133 


9 

Local 

.Information 


CITROEN C3, 2004, 42,000 miles, 
silver, 11 months MoT, 1 owner, 
recent cambelt service, dealer 
history, £995 ono. 01785 296633. 




57 regn, silver, FSH, 12 
months MoT. 52,000mls. 
Excellent condition, one 
owner. 

£995.00 
07826 460800. 


IMMACULATE 


ROVER MG ZS 

04 Reg., blue, 1800cc, petrol, 
low mileage 88,000 miles, two 
owners, immaculate, alloy 
wheels, spoiler, full MoT to 
February 2018. 

£750 o.n.o. 

01785 713937. 


DIESEL 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
DESIGN CDi 1.2 DIESEL 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


ELIZABETH ANNE FELL 


(also known as ELIZABETH ANN 
FELL)(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
182 Castle Road West Oldbury West Midlands 
B68 OEJ, who died on 17/01/2017, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 16/06/2017, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

WALDRONS SOLICITORS 

Capstan House The Waterfront Merry Hill 

West Midlands DY5 1XL T498639 


PAULINE HANNINGTON 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 133 Park Lane Wednesbury, who died on 
13/05/2015, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors 
on or before 23/06/2017, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

BACHES SOLICITORS 

Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 

West Bromwich B70 7PL T499315 
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ASIAN MALE 47 

Good looking, professional, 
own house, good job, looking 
for a attractive medium / curvy 
female for long term friendship / 
relationship. 

Box Number P20756 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


★ ★★ 
RECENTLY WIDOWED 
GENTLEMAN, 71 

is looking for a nice lady with a 
hope of forming a long term 
relationship, to enjoy the 
benefits of life and travel. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 

Box Number P20755, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 


Classified 


| Classifie 


3 door, 2004 reg, silver, 2 
owners, with service history, 
MoT, excellent condition. 


Only £895. 


Telephone 07963 464780. 



TRANSIT LWB 

2001, MoT November, 2017, 
tidy, regularly serviced, good 
runner, 

£850 ono.. 

07910 967487. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The council proposes to make The Borough Council of Sandwell (Lyng Lane, West 
Bromwich) (One-Way Traffic) Order 2017, to prohibit any vehicles travelling along Lyng 
Lane, West Bromwich in a south easterly direction from its junction with Moor Street for 
a distance of 100m. The provisions of this Order shall not apply to a vehicle when being 
used by the police, fire brigade or ambulance service. Full details can be examined at 
Highways Services, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 3DE during normal office hours and on the council’s website. Objections in writing 
by 04/05/17 to Robin Weare, Highways Services, at Freeth Street address, or email 
trevor_chatwin@sandwell.gov.uk 

The council proposes to construct a new zebra crossing on Lyng Lane, West Bromwich. 

A copy of the map showing full details of the proposed location of the new crossing may 
be inspected at the offices of the Area Director Regeneration & Economy, Sandwell 
Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, B69 3DE during normal office hours. 
Representations in writing, stating your grounds, to Robin Weare at Freeth Street 
address or email: trevor_chatwin@sandwell.gov.uk by 04/05/17. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a Listed Building application. 

DC/17/60428 Mrs Yale Barn Old Portway Proposed partial demolition, 

Farm 49 Portway Hill refurbishment and extension of 
Rowley Regis vacant barn to provide new four 
bedroom family dwelling with 
relocation of associated parking for 
Old Portway Farmhouse. 

The Council are of the opinion that the proposal may affect the setting of a listed building. 
DC/17/60427 Mrs Yale Barn Old Portway Proposed partial demolition, 

Farm 49 Portway Hill refurbishment and extension of 
Rowley Regis vacant barn to provide new four 
bedroom family dwelling with 
relocation of associated parking for 
Old Portway Farmhouse. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBAL0, Director - Regeneration and Economy 
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Kia's new efficient hybrid 
Niro really fits the family bill 



By Sharon Walters_ 

It hardly seems a blink since Kia entered the world 
of the hybrid with its launch of the Niro late last 
summer. 

Kia’s first ever dedicated hybrid and first ever hybrid in 
the UK met with mainly high approval, and that was due 
to a number of things. 

One of the most important factors was that Niro is 
not based on any other Kia but is a dedicated hybrid 
model developed from scratch on an all-new platform 
which will only ever be used for electrified vehicles. That 
means the design works very well unlike others which 
are tacked onto platforms developed solely for fossil 
fuel power. It also arrived with an all-new powertrain 
-a 1.6-litre, 104bhp internal combustion engine and 
a 43.5bhp electric motor driving through a six-speed 
double-clutch automatic transmission. Nice package. 

Priced from £21,295. Niro combined the ever- 
increasing demand for compact crossover design with 
the low emissions and high fuel economy of a hybrid 
car. It arrived with C02 emissions as low as 88g/km and 
fuel economy of up to 74.3mpg - and that was achieved 
thanks to helping Kia towards meeting its pledge to 
reduce the average emissions of its range by 25 per 
cent before 2020. 

There are four versions of the Niro, called T, ‘2’, ‘3’ 
and First Edition and all share the same engine and 
gearbox. However if you choose grades ‘3’ or First 
Edition they have 18ins alloys instead of the standard 
16-inchers and therefore emit more C02, plus they use 
more petrol in the official test (64.2mpg plays 74.3mpg). 



Kia Niro First Edition 


All versions have dual zone automatic air conditioning, 
all electric windows, DAB radio, USB and AUX ports, trip 
computer, cruise control and Bluetooth connectivity. 

Move to level ‘2’ (£22,795) and additions include a 
reversing camera and satellite navigation, while the 
£24,695 grade ‘3’ brings a bigger touchscreen and 
powerful JBL sound system. 

Top of the range is the £26,995 First Edition which 
adds active cruise control, automatic emergency 
braking, electric sliding sunroof, leather trim and 
heated seats - front and rear, with a cooling facility in 
the two at the front. There’s also the usual Kia seven 
years/100,000 mile warranty. 

There’s plenty of space inside which has a high 
quality finish with a wide dashboard and an upper 
display sector which houses the instrument panel 
and infotainment screen. Below is a second control 
area which includes heating, ventilation and driver 
assistance. 

On the exterior there are those crossover design lines 
bordering on a hatchback. There are subtly sculpted 
surfaces and sharp lines marking Niro out as a modern 
Kia, and includes the Korean brand’s ‘tiger-nose’ grille 
as well as the familiar broad C-pillar. A wide stance 
gives pointers to the car’s stability and low centre of 
gravity, while a long bonnet, short overhangs, elevated 
headlights and a rising shoulder line are other Kia 
hallmarks. There is body cladding beneath the front 
and rear bumpers, along the sides and around the 
wheel arches. A subtle roof spoiler aids the car’s 
aerodynamics. In fact it is a very smart car and easy to 
spot in a car park. 

Back to the economy and that is down to you the 
driver. You don’t even have to try to hit a figure of more 
than 40mpg on the motorway and if you do try a figure 
of almost 60mpg is easy. Over 70mpg can also be 
achieved if you try very hard! 

Niro will manage short distances on battery power 
alone but for the majority of the time, the two systems 
work together with the battery recharging itself as you 
slow down and the electric motor turns itself to braking. 
And what is remarkable is that even with both power 
sources working, the car is adequately fast with no 
intervention from you as the gearbox chooses the right 
ratio for you! 

I drove the Kia Niro 1.6 GDi HEV ‘2’ DCT 6-speed 
on a wide variety of roads in good and absolutely 
atrocious weather conditions. Economy, road holding 
and comfort in this hybrid were excellent. If you want a 
family car with all of that, Niro fits the bill. 


Oak Garage® 

.CO.uk 

Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 



Our Low Mileage Selection 

14 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4i 16V SE Blue Only 3000 Miles £8,495 

15 Citroen Gr C4 Picasso 1.6 BlueHDi Exclus+ Blue 5000 Miles £16,495 

14 Hyundai 1X20 1.6 Active Auto Silver Only 5000 Miles £8,995 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,995 

14 Peugeot 107 Hatchback 1.0 Active Red Only 8000 Miles £5,295 

15 Nissan Pulsar Diesel 1.5 dCi Acenta Red Only 8000 Miles £10,995 

Citroen 

14 Citroen Berlingo 1.6 Multi/Sp E-HDi A/D ATR ETG6 Blue 26k £8,995 

10 Citroen C4 G Picasso 1,6HDi 16V Exclusive EGS Bronze 68k £5,295 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air VTR+ ETG6 Silver 13k £9,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Grey 20k £10,795 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Red 16k £11,495 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR Blue 69k £7,495 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue 25K £9,495 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £10,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k £7,995 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black £7,995 

13 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream DSport Plus 3dr Red 21k £8,495 

63 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi Airdream DStyle Plus Black 40k £7,995 

63 Citroen Gr C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclu ETG6 Blue 28k £11,995 

Ford 

13 Ford C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black 23k £8,995 

11 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 57k £6,495 

14 Ford C-max Estate 1.6 TDCi Titanium Silver 22k £9,995 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 32k £8,995 

08 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Titanium, Black, 93k £2,995 

14 Ford Grand C-max 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5dr Blue 36k £10,495 

Nissan 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 22k £8,795 

63 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta White 23k £9,295 

64 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta 5dr Auto Red 25k £8,495 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Auto Blue 20k £8,995 

15 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Auto Grey 14k £9,995 

Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k £8,795 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active II EGC Blue 31k £7,995 

14 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC Silver 31 k £8,995 

14 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 115 Active White 43k £7,795 

63 Peugeot 5008 1.6 HDi Active 5dr Blue 42k £8,995 

Renault 

14 Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Orange 29k £9,995 

14 Renault Clio 0.9 TCE 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Red 15k £8,795 

14 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Red 21 k £9,295 

09 Renault Kangoo 1.1 Blue 24k With Access Ramp Blue 24k £3,995 

Vauxhall 

63 Vauxhall Antara Diesel 2.2 CDTi Diamond Auto Black 18k £11,995 

14 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX Elite Red 44k £7,995 

10 Vauxhall Astra Hatchback 1,6i 16V SRi Auto Blue 23k £5,995 

11 Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer 1,6i SE Auto Grey 26k £6,995 

58 Vauxhall Combo 1.3 CDTi Auto With Access Ramp Silver 81k £3,495 

14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SRi 5dr [AC] Red 61k £5,295 

14 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4T 16V SE Brown 22k £7,995 

11 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX SRi 125 Silver 26k £7,495 

63 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv Gold 42k £9,695 

15 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv Black 13k £10,995 


Others 

10 Fiat 500 Hatchback 1.2 Lounge 3dr Blue 52k 

14 Fiat 500L Diesel 1.3 Multijet 85 Trekking Dualogic Yellow 28k 

60 Honda Accord 2.0 i-VTEC EX 4dr Auto Silver 36K 

07 Jaguar X-type Diesel 2.0d S 4dr Grey 71 k 

60 Kia Rio 1.5 CRDi 2 5dr Silver 105k 

64 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18k 

63 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Silver 21 k 

63 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE DSG [Tech Pack] Silver 33k 

64 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 TDI GTD DSG White 25k 


£4,995 

£8,495 

£8,995 

£3,495 

£2,595 

£15,495 

£6,795 

£9,295 

£17,995 





Finance Arranged 
Within 60 Mins 

From 4 . 99 % 


Flat Rate / APR Variable 


For A Quick Decision Call Us Now 

01384 906030 

Application Requirements 

+ Driving Licence 
+ Bank Details 

* 2 Proofs Of Address 

* Employers Details 

* Self Employed Available 
s Retired Facility Available 
9 Loans Subject To Status 




Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 
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Building on success of first generation 



By James Parker 

Mazda has announced UK prices and 
specification for the all-new Mazda CX-5. 

Launched in 2012, the original Mazda CX-5 
changed perceptions in the compact SUV 
segment with its award-winning combination 
of style, driving dynamics and efficiency. 
Winning acclaim from customers and media 
alike, global sales of over 1.5 million mean 
it now accounts for roughly 25 per cent of 
Mazda’s global sales volume with more than 
32,000 CX-5s having been sold in the UK. 

Now with enhancements across the board, 
an all-new interior and a fully-revised body 
structure the all-new Mazda CX-5 aims to raise 
the bar even higher, delivering new levels 
of style, refinement and driving pleasure. 
Designed under the concept of ‘Refined 
Toughness’ the second-generation CX-5 
features a powerful evolution of Mazda’s 
front-end design, while sleeker sides and a 
lower roofline underscore its solid stance 
and elegant proportions. Inside, Mazda’s 
human-centric development ethos delivers 
an interior that merges meticulous cockpit 
ergonomics with a sophisticated, high-quality 
and spacious cabin environment. 

A product of Mazda’s ‘Jinba-lttai’ car-and- 
driver as one philosophy, the new CX-5 
delivers new levels of driver engagement 
and comfort. With particular attention paid 
to reducing noise and vibration within the 
cabin, the CX-5 provides premium levels of 
comfort and refinement, while at the same 
time improving on the class-leading handling 
precision and driver involvement of the 
outgoing car. With 15 per cent stiffer torsional 


body rigidity than the outgoing model, 
refinements to the steering, suspension and 
brakes, plus the introduction of G-Vectoring 
Control (GVC) the CX-5 is more comfortable, 
refined and responsive than ever. 

Available in two trim levels, the ten model 
UK range starts at just £23,695. Both 
Mazda’s SKYACTIV-MT six-speed manual 
and SKYACTIV-Drive six-speed automatic 
transmissions feature in the range, as does 
the latest generation of Mazda’s intelligent 
i-ACTIV all-wheel drive (AWD) system. 

Powered by a familiar range of SKYACTIV 
engines, the 2.0-litre 165ps SKYACTIV-G 
petrol engine is available in SE-L Nav and 
Sport Nav trim and is offered exclusively with 
front-wheel drive and Mazda’s six-speed 
SKYACTIV-MT manual gearbox. 

Making up the bulk of the range, the popular 
2.2-litre 150ps SKYACTIV-D diesel is available 
with front-wheel drive and AWD transmissions, 
plus comes with a choice of SKYACTIV-MT 
or SKYACTIV-Drive gearbox. Sitting at the 
top of the range, the flagship 2.2-litre 175ps 
SKYACTIV-D comes exclusively in Sport Nav 
trim and is equipped with Mazda’s i-ACTIV 
AWD, and like the lower output diesel, it can 
be matched to either automatic or manual 
transmission. 

Sandard equipment includes LED 
headlights, auto power-folding door mirrors, 
dual-zone climate control, DAB radio and a 7” 
colour touch-screen display with integrated 
navigation. Sport Nav cars include a reversing 
camera, 8-way power adjustable driver’s 
seat and Smart keyless entry, plus heated 
front seats and steering wheel. Offered in a 
Mazda for the first time, Sport Nav models 


also feature a power lift tailgate, plus a new 
head-up display (HUD) that projects directly 
onto the windscreen and features Traffic Sign 
Recognition. 

Jeremy Thomson, managing director 
of Mazda Motors UK, said: “The CX-5 will 
go down as a landmark car in Mazda’s 


history, not only did it introduce SKYACTIV 
Technology and KODO: Soul of Motion 
design, it also showcased how Mazda could 
make an SUV that was stylish, great to 
drive and capable of luring customers from 
premium badged rivals. And today the all-new 
Mazda CX-5 takes this to the next stage, 


elevating exterior design, cabin quality and 
refinement to new levels of sophistication, 
whilst at the same time ensuring Mazda’s 
love of driving is even more apparent in the 
handling.” 

The new Mazda CX-5 goes on sale in the 
UK on June 30. 


P^NewCaK? 


www.expressandstar.co.uk 


NEW CAR OFFERS 

USED CAR DEALS 

PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE 


MOTORING 

_ TOYOTA YARIS, FROM £12,495 lord is plotting 

jBjKS versions of 
its SUV range 



New supermini models hit the roads in the UK 




I YOUR WEEKLY 45 
GUIDE TO THE 1 
BEST CARS ON? 

I THE MARKET I 


MNA 



NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 


Follow us on Twitter @drivetimeES 




CHANGE UP A GEAR WITH MOTORING Express & Star 



























































































































Elaine Mills coaching youngster Abbey Hargreaves shows off her medals 



Success - girls line up with their medals 



Some of the members with coaches in the middle Sara Zollino, Lucia Zollino and Elaine Mills 



Coaching session with Sara Zollino 


Bloxwich hit form 
to floor their rivals 


BLOXWICH Gymnastics Club are jumping 
for joy following a golden display in the West 
Midlands Gymnastic Association’s George 
Finney Championships. 

The club returned home from Fenton Manor in 
Stoke, where over 1,000 youngsters competed, with a 
hat-trick of gold medals and a silver after a brilliant 
series of displays on the vault and floor exercises. 

A total of 26 Bloxwich members competed in the Potteries 
with Abbey Hargreaves striking gold in the under-13 indi¬ 
vidual event while the club’s under-13 and under-11 begin¬ 
ners also stood on top of the podium. Freya Jackson rounded 
off a brilliant day by picking up a silver in the under-11 
category. 

Coach Elaine Mills, who runs the club with the help of her 
daughter, Sara, and grandaughter, Lucia, was full of praise 
for the youngsters but had to admit the success came as 
something of a shock. 

“It was quite a shock actually,” said Mills, who has been 
coaching for over 30 years. “We were hoping to win a couple 
but didn’t expect them to be gold. 

Specific 

“The kids work really hard, and my daughter and grand¬ 
daughter have trained them hard in their specific moves. 
The did present themselves really well on the day and 
worked really hard. 

“We were there from 7.30 in the morning to 8.30 at night. 
It was a very long day and instead of them doing one age 
group at a time they mixed the age groups around. 

“So you had to wait for the organisers to announce who 
was in the running to finish in the first three. But they 
didn’t give you the order. So we knew we were in the run¬ 
ning but when they announced the golds at the end it was 
a pleasant shock.” 

The medal haul added to the feelgood factor at the club, 
where membership is rising with demand leading to an in¬ 
crease in classes. 

Mills is keen to stress that enjoyment is the main objec¬ 
tive at the family-run club. 

“I have been coaching nearly 40 years and I am helped 
by my daughter and grandaughter,” said Mills, who also 
carried the Olympic torch during the build up to the 2012 
Games in London. 

“We are a recreational club, which means anyone can 
come along and have a go. They don’t have to pass any sort 
of qualifying agenda. The main thing is enjoyment. 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“M/e are a recreational club, 
which means anyone can 
come along and have a go. 
The main thing is enjoyment” 


“For the West Midlands Championships any child who 
wanted to enter could. We didn’t choose or select. Then we 
put the ones that wanted to enter into teams in terms of 
their ability and we happened to have some good teams. 
They all worked really well.” 

The club has found some much-needed stability after a 
series of name changes and moves and are based at the Rye- 
croft Community Hub in Walsall. 

“Orginally we were Cannock Gym Club, then we were 
Moat Hall and now we are Bloxwich Gym Club, which has 
been in existence probably four years,” continued Mills. 
“This particular success is the first one we have had as Blox¬ 
wich. We did used to win a few things years and years ago. 

“We have had a lot of disturbance with trying to get 
places that would store our equipment. 

“We had to go from one place to the other and then we 
went to Bloxwich Leisure Centre and that was pulled down, 
so we had to find another place which was Ryecroft. A lot 
of schools are not community schools so they don’t want to 
open at night or store your equipment.” 

And with a waiting list, Mills and Co will be introducing 
extra sessions. 

“The classes are on Wednesdays at the moment but that 
will be expanding to Tuesdays as well after Easter because 
we have got a waiting list,” added Mills. 

“We cater for children from five up to 18. 

“The club is thriving, the membership has increased year 
on year. 

“It’s mainly been through word of mouth but hopefully 
out recent success will encourage more youngsters to join. 

Anyone wishing to join the club should call Elaine Mills 
on 07971 378425. 


Success on track 
tinged with tragedy 

THE opening British Superbike weekend was packed full of tremendous 
highs for Staffordshire and Black Country riders - but will ultimately be 
remembered for tragedy. 

A multiple motorcycle accident during the opening Ducati TriOptions 
Cup race at Donington Park ended with Mick Whalley, of Sheppey, Kent, 
suffering serious injuries, from which he eventually died. Leicestershire 
Police and the Motorcycle Circuit Racing Control Board are investigating. 

On the track, Brierley Hill-born Michael Rutter, aged 44, got his BSB sea¬ 
son under way with two third-placed finishes in Superstock lOOOcc Cham¬ 
pionship, racing fourth in another. 

Hednesford twins Kurt and Matt Wigley enjoyed their ‘usual up and 
down weekend’ as numerous mechanical issues were mixed in with some 
positive lap times. The 20-year-olds are battling on two fronts this year, 
with Kurt in the Supersport and Matt in the Superstock 1000 series. 

Josh Hiatt, 13, from Heath Hayes, banished his debut BSB nerves to 
come away with very positive 12th, 10th and 15th place results in the KTM 
British Junior Cup. 

The BSB series now move to Brands Hatch, Kent, this weekend. 


Triathletes face an 
uphill task in sprint 

BLACK Country Triathletes faced an uphill battle in the Sandwell Hill 
Horror Sprint aquathlon at Hayden Hill. The killer hill course comprised 
400m pool swim followed by a four-lap course of the park. 

Ollie Mason was first home for the club in 28:34, finishing sixth overall. 
Zoe Brickley was the first female home. Several junior athletes took on the 
hilly course, Zach Taylor, Noah Sandland, Tom Hipwood and Cian Gopal in 
the TS3 age group. For the girls Sydney Williams and Jenny Price. 

In the TS2 category were Alex Westbury, Abbie Kennard, Isabell Mason 
Rosie Briscoe and Leah Gopal, while at TS1 was Scarlett Williams. 

New BCT member John Tibbetts celebrated his 50th birthday with his 
first open water triathlon in Hawkes Bay, New Zealand. Despite a longer 
swim due to disorientation in open water, John made up time on the bike 
and run and finished in 1:25:28 and 32nd overall. 

In the British Schools Biathlon Championships at Crystal Palace, which 
involves swimming and running with a rest in between each discipline, Zoe 
Brickley came seventh out of 27 in the u-16s, Holly Briscoe 49th out of 83 
in the u-13s, Abbie Kennard 44th of 147 in the u-12s and Rosie Briscoe 56th 
of 162 in the u-lls. 


Neal spins out in 
seasonal opener 

STOURBRIDGE’S Matt Neal is 11th in the British Touring Cars Champi¬ 
onship standings following the season opener at Brands Hatch. 

Halfords Yuasa Racing driver Neal span out in the first of three races 
after colliding with Colin Turkington’s BMW. He then finished 11th in the 
second race and fourth in the last. 

Neal’s good friend and team-mate ‘Flash’ Gordon Shedden - who claimed 
a third BTCC crown at the end of the 2016 campaign - tops the standings. 

Tom Ingram, who won the opening race, is second and Andrew Jordan - 
who won the last one - is in third. 

On spinning out in the first race, Neal said: “It’s probably the shortest 
race I have ever done. I got a bit of wheel spin off the start - the start wasn’t 
bad - and Colin seemed to get a blinding start from behind me. 

“We then went for a gap which was ever decreasing. 

“Whether he tried to punch his way through a hole or not, I don’t know 
- but it didn’t work.” 

Three-time BTCC champion Neal will hope to fare better and jump up 
the standings at Donnington Park on Saturday and Sunday. 
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Head over heels, gym 
club floors its rivals 
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Chief hopes 
to expand 
Hawthorns 

ALBION’S chief executive Martin Good¬ 
man hopes there will be enough demand 
in ‘four or five years’ to expand the ca¬ 
pacity at The Hawthorns. 

The Baggies are not filling their sta¬ 
dium at the moment but Goodman has 
reduced season ticket prices by five per 
cent for the next campaign and is review¬ 
ing the cost of single matchday tickets 
too. 

He hopes his initiatives, coupled with 
improving performances on the pitch, 
will encourage supporters to return to 
the ground. 

Goodman was previously a finance 
director at Stoke City, and the Potters 
have started work on expanding the 
Bet365 Stadium by 1,800 seats to take 
the capacity over 30,000 after demand 
has steadily grown. 

Albion’s CEO, who joined the club in 
January, would like to be in a similar po¬ 
sition in a few years. “It’s taken a long 
time,” said Goodman. “I’d like us to be in 
a position to consider that in four or five 
years time. But it does take that time to 
rebuild that season ticket base that has 
declined.” 

The current capacity of The Haw¬ 
thorns is 26,850, but the average attend¬ 
ance so far this season is 23,625. 

Goodman knows the club need to fill 
their existing seats first and his next 
job is reviewing the single ticket pricing 
structure which currently has adult tick¬ 
ets at £39 for category A games and £25 
for category B games. 

Any expansion plans in the future will 
also include a look at the concept of safe 
standing, which the Baggies hope to trial 
as soon as the Government allows it. 

He added: “The Government have 
got to change the legislation and I think 
with Brexit taking place it won’t get on 
to the agenda for the next two and a half 
years. That’s my personal view.” 

Sweet return for 
Perry as Heathens 
take bragging rights 

TOM PERRY made a stunning return 
to former club Birmingham by helping 
Cradley to a West Midlands Trophy win. 

Perry was on loan to the Brummies for 
two seasons - and won the league in suc¬ 
cessive years - but was recalled by the 
Heathens this year. He inspired his side 
to a last heat win with fans’ favourite 
Danny Ayres with the scores level going 
into Heat 15. 

Boss Will Pottinger said: “This was 
a very sweet win although, of course, it 
was a challenge match and doesn’t have 
an impact on the league table. But it 
was a very encouraging display from the 
lads, we had a few problems lower down 
the order but we managed to overcome 
them.” 

“It’s a sweet result for Tom although 
he’s got no hard feelings towards Bir¬ 
mingham, we wanted him back and he 
was happy to come back. He could be a 
key signing but we’re only in April and 
there’s a long way to go.” 

BIRMINGHAM 43: Danyon Hume 12, Layne Cupitt 9+1, 
Darryl Ritchings 8+2, Jack Parkinson-Blackburn 7+2, 
Tom Bacon 5, Chris Hay 1 +1, Macauley Leek 1. 
CRADLEY 47: Danny Ayres 12+2, Tom Perry 12, Dan 
Greenwood 9+1, Luke Harris 9, Joe Lawlor 3, Ryan 
Burton 2, Conor Dwyer R/R. 


One-way traffic in rout by Wednesbury 



Wednesbury’s pack in the pouring rain 


Wednesbury 31 Aston Old Edwardians 3 

FOR their last home league game of the season 
Wednesbury welcomed Aston Old Edwardians, 
both teams sitting very close together in the 
league. 

Wednesbury dominated from start to finish not 
allowing Aston any scoring chances throughout 
the game. With just six minutes gone Wednes¬ 
bury’s winger Stanley Zvidi received the ball out 
on the wing he ran towards Aston’s try line evad¬ 
ing desperate tackles to go over in the corner for 
a try, no conversion. 

Aston’s only chance of the game came after 


By Mark Shipp 


fifteen minutes, they were awarded a penalty in 
front of the posts which successfully converted. 
Their fightback lasted only a couple of minutes 
before the floodgates opened with tries from Josh 
Harris after a rolling mall, then Matt Dale with 
Dan Till adding the conversion. 

Right on the stroke of half time Mike Howard 
finished off a move with Till converting again. 

Amazingly it took Wednesbury up until 70 
minutes to score again, a great try from Gareth 
Hughes, with Till converting. 


FANS PRAISED 
FOR PATIENCE 


TONY PULIS thanked fans for 
sticking by goal-shy Salomon 
Rondon after Albion’s number 
nine extended his barren spell 
for the Baggies to 17 games. 

The £12million striker hasn’t netted 
since a hat-trick of headers against 
Swansea almost four months ago and 
has only scored in five games out of 34 
this season. 

And the Baggies are struggling to find the net 
themselves after firing their third blank in a 
row at home to Southampton on Saturday in a 
frustrating 1-0 defeat. It means Pulis’s side have 
failed to score in five of their last six games, and 
the head coach is growing increasingly frustrated 
with the lack of finishing. 

But he was grateful to those who were still 
supporting Rondon. “Salomon is going through 
a bad time but I think the supporters have been 
fantastic with him,” said Pulis. “It’s lovely to see 
because he’s not having the best of times but the 
supporters have stuck with him.” 

Although Albion’s head coach criticised his 
side’s composure in front of goal, he defended 
their performances over the past week and 
highlighted the fact the Baggies were creating 
chances. “We’ve had nearly 40 shots on goal in 
two games,” said Pulis. 

“Southampton are a good side and I thought 
they created some good chances and good op¬ 
portunities themselves but last 20-25 minutes 
I thought we really took over the game. That’s 
when you need that little bit of composure. The 
chances are dropping to technically some of our 
best players. Chadli’s effort first half where he 
slashes at it. He’s better than that and then 
you’ve got Matty Phillips. 

“He can have a touch and tries to hit it first 
time and I think if he’d been on top form and 
not had the injury, with that confidence that he’s 
got, he’d have had a touch and side-footed it into 
the net. There’s six or seven chances there that 
you expect us to score from.” 

The Baggies are enjoying a good season and 
have been eighth since they won the reverse fix¬ 
ture of Saturday’s match on New Year’s Eve. But 
they have now lost four of their last six games, 
and their grip on that position is starting to slip. 



Salomon Rondon, frustrated once again after he failed to find the back of the net for the Baggies 


Albion cut prices to lure back fans 


ALBION have unveiled an early 
bird season ticket offer five per 
cent cheaper than last year’s 
price in an effort to lure fans 
back to The Hawthorns. 

Supporters wishing to sit in 
the East Stand and Halford’s 
Lane will save £24 if they buy 
their seats before Saturday, 
June 3, while those behind the 
goals in the Birmingham Road 


and Smethwick Ends can save 
£19. Fans who buy a season 
ticket after that date will pay 
the same price as last year. 

It means the cheapest adult 
season ticket for 2017/18 is 
£380, which is down from last 
year’s £399 and equates to ex¬ 
actly £20 per game. 

Those who pay in monthly in¬ 
stalments will see a 10 per cent 


decrease with the early-bird 
prices. Chief executive Martin 
Goodman is hoping it will help 
address the downturn in sales 
that saw around 2,000 regulars 
leave last year. 

He has also introduced a new 
under-11 season ticket for Hal¬ 
ford’s Lane worth £45, and will 
be creating a family area in that 
stand. 


Sam’s ready 
for a bright 
next chapter 

WEDNESBURY’S Sam Evans will re¬ 
turn to a venue that feels ‘like home’ 
when he appears on Black Country Box¬ 
ing’s ‘Next Chapter’ bill on Friday May 
5. 

The Ricky Hatton-trained prospect 
stormed to his ninth victory with a one 
round blow out of Sylwester Walczak 
in February. And he’s keen to continue 
where he left off at Walsall FC’s Banks’s 
Stadium, the place where he started his 
journey in the paid ranks 18 months ago. 

Evans, 21, had three of his first profes¬ 
sional outings at the venue and has even 
been introduced to fans on the pitch dur¬ 
ing a Walsall game. 

“I’m looking forward to going back to 
Walsall’s football ground because I hav¬ 
en’t fought there for a year and it’s like 
a second home to me,” he said. 

“I’ve had a couple of fights in Stoke 
shown on BoxNation, which is great, but 
there’s nothing like fighting at home in 
front of your own fans. 

“I don’t have any idea who I’ll be 
against yet, but I’m sure Ricky and the 
team will find me the best opponent 
to bring me on and take me up a level. 
While I’m still young and learning, I’m 
keen to start boxing for titles in the next 
year so I can’t slip up now. I’ll be ready 
for whoever is available on May 5.” 

Walsall duo, super lightweight, Luke 
Paddock, and bantamweight debutant, 
Humza Ali, are joined by Stoke cruis- 
erweight, Luke Caci, Swadlincote super 
lightweight, Connor Parker, Wolver¬ 
hampton bantamweight, Kyle Williams, 
and West Bromwich welterweight, 
Tommy Loach. 

Standard tickets priced at £30, are 
available by calling 07585 906792. £60 
VIP tickets for tables of ten, with two- 
course meal, are available by calling 
Walsall FC Box Office on 01922 651 
414/416. 

Cricket brothers' 
Dubai dream 

CRICKETING brothers Nathan and 
Jimmy Howell are dreaming of the high 
life in Dubai - after being selected for 
England in the Indoor World Cup. 

The pair are now facing a race to get 
the funding together before heading off 
to the desert state to play the likes of 
Australia, South Africa and India. 

The call-ups have stunned the broth¬ 
ers, who went through a gruelling trials 
and selection process ahead of the trip. 

The pair, from Coseley, both play for 
Solihull Dragons indoor cricket team in 
the National League. 

Nathan said: “I used to play in Wol¬ 
verhampton but the standard of the Na- 
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ALL WORK CARRIED OUT BY US. IS GUARANTEED BY OURSELVES 


Quality installations ••• 

No deposit required ••• 

Full payment on completion 

FREE plastic ceiling with chrome inserts and 
4 x led spot lights with all full bathroom conversions 

Excludes special offers 



WE DON’T USE SUBCONTRACT BATHROOM INSTALLERS UNLIKE OTHER LOCAL BATHROOM COMPANIES! 


Your local bathroom 
and kitchen specialist 

Full bathroom conversions from £3495 jjf? 
Fully fitted kitchens from £4995 & 

& dr 

Friendly reliable service Ao ^ 

Fully project managed 
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Price when sold 70p 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


SPRING SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

T/tiABarikHolbdau 

Cousins' Spring Sale starts this Bank Holiday weekend, be early to take advantage of extra 
discounts off all sale prices throughout the stores. Plus pay nothing until next year, 

no deposit, interest free. 



£749 


Biba 4 seater sofa (including cushions) 
Normal £1099 Sale £849 


EVERYTHING REDUCED 

LIVING. DINING. BEDROOMS. CARPETS. BEDS. HOMEWARES. 


OUSinS PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
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SPRING SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


TRIPOD FILM 
FLOOR LAMP 
Normal £429 
Sale £99 


At Cousins you can 
accessorise every 
room in your home. 


REVOLVER LEATHER CHAISE SOFA 
(WITH SWIVEL ACTION) 
Normal £2099 Sale £4599 


METAL SKELETAL 
WALL CLOCK LARGE 
(70.50 x 70.50cm) 
Normal £79 | Sale £64 


KNITTED POUFFE (MED) 
Normal £79 | Sale £69 


LOUIS LEANER FULL 
LENGTH MIRROR 
(69" X 35") 
Normal £349 | Sale £499 


Hii-J in ill 


complete 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL 













Stay connected with Cousins... 



Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/CousinsFurniture 



Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 



At ([ousins this Bank Holiday, there's extra discounts 
off all sale prices for the start of the sale only. 


£449 

HEMINGWAY KING SIZE 
FABRIC BEDSTEAD 
Normal £699 
Sale £499 


Visit the Midlands' largest and most inspirational furniture stores with 
huge reductions on every single item, there's never been a better time 





IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY 


to save on furniture, carpets, beds, homewares and much more, 
including all the famous brand names. 

Buy now and pay nothing until next year - 
not even a deposit - interest free. 


£699 


CHELTENHAM BEDROOM 
RECLAIMED PAINTED WOOD 


UNIVERSAL RUG (150 X 230CM) £229 
OVERSIZED SKELETAL WALL CLOCK £89 






OVATION CORNER GROUP 
(INCLUDES CUSHIONS) 
Normal £4399 I Sale £949 
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Choice. 

Quality. 

Value. 

£59 


Whether your taste is 
contemporary, traditional, 
modern or classical. Cousins 
have the answer. 

The Spring Sale brings many 
new and exciting collections all 
at their famous low sale prices. 

The choice is enormous, all 
beautifully displayed in truly 
inspirational room settings. 


FRIENDSHIP BENCH 
Normal £79 | Sale £64 

^ K4T 1(V« 1 



famous 

brand 

names 



NEXT YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE. 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


SPRING SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

Thu Bank 
Mo&day 


CONCERTO KINGSIZE BEDSTEAD 
Normal £4399 | Sale £999 


£949 f SAVE 

£450 


£449 


KENT DOUBLE WARDROBE 
Normal £899 I Sale £599 


jQL 



Harrison £999 


HARRISON AUSTWICK 6700 
POCKETED SPRING KING SIZE 
4 DRAWER DIVAN 


REST ASSURED MEMORY 800 
DOUBLE 2 DRAWER DIVAN 
Normal £649 I Sale £499 


SILENTNIGHT MOONSTONE 
MIRACOIL DOUBLE 2 DRAWER DIVAN 
Normal £799 I Sale £599 


FLOORING 

Cousins have extensive flooring departments 
featuring all the leading brands and latest 
designs. Whether you want carpets, rugs, hard, 
natural or wooden flooring their experts are on 
hand to guide you. 


if 





CRUCIAL TRADING 


Normal £4599 | Sale £4499 



a true family business 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Bank Holiday Monday 10am - 6pm (Closed Easter Sunday) 
Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 



Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


Free parking 
Instore restaurant 
Large stocks 
Immediate delivery 


CELEBRATING 

31 


TRUS 


TRUSTED MERCHANT 
2016 

★ ★★★★ 
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O/ ADD Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2018 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 
\J/O Mr (X Written de 


REPRESENTATIVE 


Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited 
colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 01.05.17. See website for Price Promise details. 

























